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ISEMENT. 



This book is intended to illustrate Bible History, by 
bringing the events before the mind of the reader more 
in the form which is within their own personal experi- 
ence. The words of Holy Scripture are not strictly 
retained^ but they are explained by some cquivalenb 
expression or by a paraphrase. For most of these the 
Editor alone is responsible. 

To these are added some extracts from Scripture Stories, 
some specimen lessons, and a few chapters on the principal 
sacred sites in Palestine and the events connected with 
them, with brief notices of the prophets. 

These form a continuous history of the Old Testament, 
so far as its leading outlines are concerned; and are 
interspersed with poetical pieces illustrating them. 

It is thought, that such a course of reading for elder 
children may give to the Bible a more vivid reality 
than it has previously presented to their minds, without 
injury to its sacred influence on their reverence. 

JAMES EIDGWAY. 
Oxford, 1877. 
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ILLUSTBATINQ 



HOLY SCRIPTUEE. 



THE CREATION. 

OoD created tbe world by His word and His will. He 
made it in six days : — The fitst day He made the 
light : for the earth was all dark, and a thick mist 
hung over it; but when the light shone out, it di*ew 
Tip the mist ; and the secfmd day He made the air, and 
put it between the mist and the earth ; so the mist kept 
rising through the air, and hung in clouds in the sky, 
until the M/rd day dry land was seen, and all kinds of 
plants began to grow on it. Some grew very fast, and 
became great trees ; but the grass and herbs were thick 
on the ground. On the fcyu/rth day God made the sun 
and moon and stars, and put them in the sky, to give 
light by day and night, and make things grow. 

So when the hills were all green with grass, and the 
valleys shaded with thick trees, God made the birds 
on the fifth day, who built their nests in the trees, and 
He made the little worms and insects on the ground 
and the fish in the sea to feed the birds. The sixth 
day He made the beasts to eat the grass — the cows, and 
sheep, and horses in the fields, and lions and tigers in 
the woods ; and last of all He made man, after His own 
likeness, and for His own glory. 

So God had finished His work, and when he looked at 
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them, and tried to get the others to join them. But 
the others would not join them, and they fought to- 
gether, and the bad angels were thrust out of heaven, 
and came upon earth, and they have been here ever 
since, though we cannot see them, because they have 
no bodies. 

The chief of these bad angels was called Satan ; and he 
could not bear that God should have made some more 
beings, and that they were so much better and happier 
than he was ; so he tried to make them do wrong, that 
God might be angry with them, and then they would lose 
all their happy life in Eden. 

It so happened, that amongst the animals which used 
to come to Eve as she sat under the trees, was a very 
beautiful serpent with a soft skin, like down, and very 
pretty spots. It was more cunning and sagacious than 
them all, and had such winning ways. So Satan got 
hold of this serpent, and he taught it how to act. 

One day when Eve was fondling it, it led her, in its 
pretty way, to the tree that she had been told not to touch, 
and she sat down under it ; and the serpent twined itself 
up the tree among the fruit, till one apple dropped, 
perhaps, just at Eve*s feet, and it looked so rosy and red, 
that she almost longed to taste it ; but she turned her 
eyes away because God had said she would die. But the 
serpent coiled himself round her, and whispered in her 
ear, "You will not surely die.** 

Now Eve was getting rather faint, and there was no 
other fruit near, and it was very hot. And the wily 
serpent crept up again, and whispered in her ear, " You 
will feel quite another person if you eat a bit, and you 
will be like God himself, knowing good and evil.** It 
did look tempting. There could be no harm to taste ; 
and besides it would make her wise, the serpent said, so 
she took just one little bite to please him, and it was 
so delicious that she carried the rest for her husband to 
taste, and he ate it too. 

Then the sun went behind the hills, and it began to 
grow dark, and they heard God coming to them, as usual, 
for what used to be the joy of the day ; and they ran away 
and hid themselves in the thick bushes. The serpent was 
gone ; it was dark ; they knew now what evil was, and 
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what it was to do wrong, and they trembled and were 
ashamed to see God. They had learnt /ear, and they had 
learnt ehame, and they had learnt to sin, 

Eev, Ccunon Ridgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

What other beings had God made? What were they called ? 
How did some of them sin ? Who led them ? What became of 
them ? Why did they not like Adam's happiness ? How did 
they tiy to spoil it ? Who helped them ? How was the serpent 
made use of ? How did he set over Eve ? Who else ate of^ the 
fruit ? What made them afraid ? What three things had they 
learnt? 



MAN'S PUNISHMENT. 

Then God called Adam, and he came trembling, saying 
he was afraid of God, and ashamed to shew himself, 
because he was naked. But God asked him, " Who told 
thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the 
fruit of the tree, that I told thee thou shouldest not eat 
of it ? " And Adam said, " The woman that thou gavest 
me, she gave me of the fruit, and I did eat. *' Then God 
said to Eve, " Why hast thou disobeyed my voice 1" and 
she replied, " The serpent deceived me. " Then God said 
to the serpent, " Cursed art thou amongst beasts : on thy 
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the dajs 
of thy life." 

Next He said to the woman, that in sorrow and pain 
she should bring forth children, and her desire should be 
to her husband. 

But to Adam He said, that his yielding to his wife had 
been fatal to him, and he should find the ground rebel 
against him; when he tilled it, it should bring forth 
weeds and briars, and that he should earn his bread in 
the sweat of his brow and with much hard labour ; and 
his life should be one of trouble, till he returned to the 
dust from whence he came. 

Then God turned them out of the garden, and placed 
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angels to guard it, and Ho shewed Adam bow to make 
clothes of skins, and God talked no more with him. 
Adam and Eve prayed to God night and morning, and 
asked His pardon for their disobedience ; but they saw 
Him no more. Yet, as they were sorry for their sin, 
God promised that a child bom of a woman should bruise 
the serpent's head, and by his death restore the race of 
men to favour with God again. Ibid, 

QUESTIONS. 

Why was Adam afraid of God? What makes men afraid? 
What did God know from Adam's fear ? On whom did Adam lay 
the blame ? On whom did Eve lay it ? What was Gk)d's curse 
on the serpent ? What on Eve ? What on Adam, and on the 
ground ? What had Adam to do with the ground ? What was 
his end to be ? Why was the ground cursed ? Where did Adam 
now live? How did he now speak to God? What did God 
promise ? 



THE GARDEN OF GOD. 

Christ in His heavenly garden walks all day, 
And calls to souls upon the world's highway ; 
Wearied with trifles, maimed and sick with sin, 
Christ by the gate stands and invites them in. 

" How long, unwise, will ye pursue your woe ? 
Here from the throne sweet waters ever go ; 
Here the white lilies shine like stars above ; 
Here in the red rose burns the face of Love. 

" 'Tis not from earthly paths I bid you flee, 
But lighter in my ways your feet will be ; 
'Tis not to summon you from human mirth, 
But add a depth and sweetness not of earth. 

" Still by the gate I stand as on ye stray : 
Turn your steps hither ; am not I the Way ? 
The sun is falling fast ; the night is nigh : 
Why will ye wander 1 Wherefore will ye die 1 
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** Look on my hands and side, for I am He ; 
None to the Father cometh but by me : 
For you I died ; once more I call you home : 
I live again for you ; my children^ come ! " 

F. T, Palgrave. 



GAIN AND ABEL. 

Adam and Eve had now two sons — Cain and Abel. Cain 
was a farmer, who tilled the ground ; Abel was a shep- 
herd, who kept flocks of sheep. They both brought 
gifts and offered them to God. Cain brought some fruits, 
but he did not bring the best he had, and he grudged 
giving any at all ; so God would not take them. Abel 
brought the very best of his lambs, and offered them with 
all his heart ; so God was pleased with them, and Cain 
was very angry. But God took Cain and talked to him, 
saying, " Why are you angry with Abel ? If you do 
well, you shall have your reward ; and if you do wrong, 
the fault is your own, and you will suffer for it.** 

But Cain would not listen to reason, and was full of 
envy at Abel; and one day, when Abel had offered a 
lamb and Are had come down from heaven to burn it on 
the altar, and while Cain's fruits lay cold on his altar, 
he asked Abel to take a walk with him in the woods, and 
when they came to a lonely place, Cain set upon Abel 
and killed him. But the blood of Abel pleaded to God 
for vengeance. Ibid, 

QUESTIONS. 

Name Adam's two sons. What was Cain's occupation ? What 
was Abel's ? What did each offer to God ? Why did God refuse 
Cain's? What effiect had this on Cain? How did God reason 
with him? How did Cain feel towards Abel ? What did he ask 
him to do? When? What happened ? How did Cain know 
he had done wrong? 
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THE FIRST GRAVE. 

LoKO and earnestly did our first parents gaze on the 
"well-remembered gate, through which their steps had 
once passed, never to return ; and then on the tree of 
life itself, with its healing fruits, which rose high above 
the surrounding wood in the very centre of the garden. 
Then kneeling down in sight of this divine emblem 
of the future Healer of nations, they offered up their 
daily prayer — owning the justice of the sentence which 
had exiled them from that abode of bliss and glory, and 
entreating that they, and all those who should forfeit 
it through them, might one day regain it. 

When their prayer was ended, they rose, and clasping 
each other's hands, returned as they had come. Darkly the 
shadows fell over them, as they passed from that glorious 
landscape through the forest path ; and when they issued 
from it, the bare plain and the thorny waste looked more 
desolate than ever. 

Again for a few moments they paused in mournful 
thought. At that moment a faint shriek came from 
a distance, as if from some one in pain or danger. 
It was from the same point in which an hour before 
they had beheld their sons depart together ; and as 
Adam and his wife looked into each other^s faces, 
each could see the traces of alarm which they vainly 
strove to hide. Eagerly they listened for some further 
cry which might relieve their anxiety, but in vain. 

Then they ran down the slope of the hill, and hurried 
forward in the direction of the sound. They passed 
without pause along the shores of the lake, until they 
arrived at the spot where they had seen the brothers 
go into the wood. Thence they advanced more slowly, 
tracking their way by the footmarks which might clearly 
be seen in the damp soil. 

After a long search they came to a wild waste spot, 
overgrown with rank weeds and thorns ; and here were 
seen AbeFs herds — ^not, as usual, browsing over the plain, 
but gathered together in one mass, gazing at some 
strange object lying on the ground near them. Sick with 
terror, Adam and Eve pressed forward to the spot ; the 
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flock fled right and left at their coming ; and there on 
the cold earth — his shepherd's crook at his side — lay the 
body of their youngest-bom, stark and still. 

Eve flung herself on her knees, and grasping his cold 
hands, strove vainly to warm them anew. She pressed 
her lips to his, and started back from the marble touch 
of death. Yet she could not realise to herself the deed 
that had been done, believing that Abel was but wrapped 
in a heavy slumber, or had been seized by some disease. 
But her husband more clearly saw the truth ; and when 
his first burst of sorrow had passed, his first thought 
was of her. 

" Eve, my wife,'* he said, " rouse thyself to bear this. 
This is the work of our enemy, nay, alas ! our own. 
Yea, the curse itself hath come indeed." 

Eve looked up wondering into his face. " "What curse, 
my husband ? " she said, her lips scarce able to frame 
the words. 

" Death !'* replied Adam sadly. " ' In the day thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.* My wife, we 
knew that the words of the Lord could not but come to 
pass. Alas !'* he added — as though anxious by any 
means to draw her off* from the corpse, which she still 
held in her embrace — " Alas ! I fear that is not the worst. 
I thought for a moment that a wild animal of the forest 
might have slain him, or that he had been bitten by 
some deadly sei'pent. But yonder wound was made 
neither by the fang of the beast nor of the snake. Ha ! 
and there lieth the mattock, stained with blood, with 
which Cain went forth to his labours this morning ! Thy 
feai-s have proved too true. Eve, we have no son ! We 
are alone again on the earth." 

She rose, and throwing herself into his arms, wept 
long and bitterly, and Adam mingled his tears with hers. 
Hours went by ere she could be comforted. The sun 
sloped from his meridian,* and sank down the western 
heavens, and the cool evening mist arose and watered 
the earth, and still they lingered by the side of the dead in 
the fulness of their sorrow. At length Adam spoke again. 

" My wife, we must return to our home. It is the will 
of God that we should do so. His proTc\\^^ ^XaxA^ ^x«fc^ 
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that thy Seed shall undo the curse that we have brought 
on the earth. Therefore in His wise time will other 
children be given to comfort thee. Eise, then, let us 
return together. *' 

"And what shall be done with him?" asked Eve, 
with another glance of agony at the corpse. " He can- 
not come with us. We cannot leave him here." 

" No," said her husband, " that doubt hath been settled 
for us. He must * return unto the gi'ound,' even as 
the Lord said, ^Dust thou art, and unto dust thou 
shalt return. ' As he is, so we ourselves one day shall 
be : as we do to him, shall others do to us. But his 
resting-place shall not be in this cold dark place. Yea, 
it shall be in sight of the garden, which should have 
been his home. Come, we will bear him thither. " 

He raised the body, and carried it tenderly in his arms; 
Eve holding the head, and weeping bitterly at his side. 
Thus they went, until they had reached the spot where 
they had offered their prayers that morning ; and there, 
beneath the boughs of a vast olive tree, they dug the 
First Grave. 

The moonbeams that lighted them to their toil flung 
their chastened radiance on the Tree of Life, as it towered 
clear and white above the surrounding foliage ; and the 
forms of the guardian cherubim flashed more brightly 
through the shadows of the night. 

Silently laying their dead in its narrow resting-place, 
they heaped the earth above it ; and then after one final 
prayer, once more took each other's hands, and returned 
in silence to their lonely home. — Rev. H. G. Adams, 

QUESTIONS. 

What were Adam and Eve doing? What did they hear? 
Whence did it come? Which way did they go? Who had 
gone there before ? What guided their way ? What did they 
first see ? How were the flocks looking different ? At what 
did they gaze? Who was it? What did Eve do? How was 
her son changed ? Why could she never have seen such a thing 
before? Who understood it? How did he exj^ain it? How 
had it happened? How did Adam know that? Mow were they 
** alone '* ? What did they do with the body ? Why ? Describe 
the first funeral Where was the first grave? Who watched 
over it ? 
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THE CURSE OP CAIN. 

When Cain saw his brother was dead, you can fancy how 
he felt. He had never seen a man die before ; and his 
conscience told him he had taken away the life of his 
only brother. You can imagine how he ran out of the 
wood in a great fright. He dared not go home, but he 
went on and on, all by himself, not knowing where he 
was going. 

The sun went down, and it was dark, still he went 
on, and Abel's cry for mercy was still in his ears. 
Weary and footsore he sat down to rest, but the wind in 
the trees seemed to say, " Where is thy brother Abel 1" 
He got up and ran on again; but the voice went with 
him, until the sun began to rise, when the wind howled 
more deeply, and the voice of God thundered through the 
wild rocks, "Cain, where is Abel thy brother?" And 
Cain, angry at the voice always in his ears, said sharply, 
"I don*t know; am I my brother's keeper?" 

Again peals of thunder rolled through the hills ; the 
lightning split the tall oak under which Cain sat from 
the top to the root, and the voice of the Lord spoke 
again to Cain, " What hast thou done ? Lo, the voice 
of thy brothei-^s blood crieth unto me from the ground; 
and now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath 
opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from 
thy hand. When thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength : a fugitive and 
a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth." 

Then Cain cried, and said, " My punishment is greater 
than I can bear. Behold thou hast driven me out this day 
from the face of the earth, and from thy face shall I be 
hid : and it shall come to pass that every one that findeth 
me shall slay me." 

But God put a mark on his forehead, and forbade any 
one to kill him, and he wandered about, and settled with 
his family a great way off from his father and mother, 
and his sons became a cursed race, who did not obey 
God's law, but did as they chose : so they were called 
the sons of men, and they reviled the sons of God^ who 
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were the children of the good and holy Seth, and they 
hated them. 

So there began to be good men and bad men on the 
eai*th — those who loved God and those who hated him, 
and there have always been these two sets of people ever 
tince. JRev, Canon Ridgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why was Cain so frightened ? Where did he go ? What were 
his feelings ? What did he seem to hear ? What did the wind 
seem to say? Who did speak to him? What did God say? 
How did Cain answer ? What was to be his punishment ? How 
did God stop people from killing him ? Why was he punished 
more by being left to live ? What were his sons like ? What 
were they called ? What were Seth's sons called ? Why ? 



THE FLOOD. 

Little by little the sons of God mixed with the " chil- 
dren of men." They forgot God and his laws, and began 
to live wicked lives, until their sin became so great, that 
God was obliged to punish them, to shew them all that 
sin causes death : so He said He would drown them all, 
unless they became better. There was only one good man, 
Noah, who taught his children to do right; and God 
told him to warn the people that He would drown all 
the world, if they did not repent, and to build a large 
house-boat for himself and his family. 

So Noah set to work to build this ark, as it is called, 
and God told him how to make it — what shape and size. 
It was a large ship, bigger than any ship that has ever 
been built since, except the " Great Eastern, " which is 
built just of the same size. It had three stories, or 
decks, and it was covered in at the top with a roof or 
deck, so that the rain would run off: and then Noah 
covered it outside with pitch, to keep out the wet. 

It took Noah and his sons 120 years to build this 

great ship} and all the time the people saw him at work 

thejr were warned oi what was coming *, W^ ^;^ife^ ^\^\iQ^ 
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Iieed it, and laughed at Noah, until so many years had 
]iassed, they thought no more about it, and got worse and 
worse every day. 

At last, one day it grew very dark and cloudy, and the 
air was very hot, so that all the animals from the wood 
seemed to be scared, and came up towards where Noah 
had just finished the ark, and they went in to shelter from 
the hot air, one couple of every kind of wild beasts, 
and three couples of eveiy kind of clean beasts — males 
and females — and a couple of each kind of birds. When 
they were all inside, God ordered Noah and his wife, and 
his three sons (Shem, Ham, Japheth) and their wives to 
go in also, and then closed up the door, so that it could 
not be opened again either on the inside or outside. 

As soon as they were all safely in the ark, the clouds 
became very thick and black, and it began to rain very 
hard. Then the earth shook, and opened great holes, and 
waters came out of the springs upon the ground, and the 
rivers burst and flowed over the fields. But it rained as 
hard as it could rain for forty days and forty nights, and 
never stopped for a second. 

At first the valleys got full of water, and the seas flowed 
on to the land, and then the water rose till it filled the 
houses, and then only the mountains were above water; 
but it rose and rose, till they had all sunk under it, and 
the water was thirty feet above the tops of the highest 
mountains. So everything on the earth was drowned, 
and nothing was to be seen but one great sea, and the 
big ship of Noah floating on it. 

The water stopped so for one hundred and fifty days — 
i.e,, about five months — and then it began to go down ; 
the ark I'ested on the top of a mountain, and after 
seventeen weeks more Noah sent out a raven, which 
never came back. A week later he sent out a dove, 
which could not find any place to alight upon, and came 
back directly; then he waited another week, when he 
sent her again, and she came back with a little green 
branch of an olive tree in her mouth : so Noah knew 
that the water had got down below t\x^ tt^^^Si <^xl ^^ \S!^. 
sides. 
Then he waited another week \ie£oTe V^ «»«^^ ^^"^ "^"^ 
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again j and this time she never came back at all : so 
Noah knew that the water was off the ground, and he 
broke the roof off the ark, and he and his wife and his 
sons and their wives all came out, and the beasts followed 
them ; and they had been in the ark a year and a month. 

Eev, Canon Ridgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

How did men iorg^t God ? What made them do so ? Of what 
did Gk)d warn them ? Whose family was good ? What did God tell 
him to do ? How long was he in doing it ? Why was he so long ? 
Did it do any good to the people ? What did they think of Noah ? 
For what use did Noah bmld the ark ? What was it hke ? Who 
went into it? How were they shut in? How was the world 
drowned ? How long did it rain ? How deep was the water ? 
How long did it stay that depth ? How long was it in going 
down? Where did the ark rest? How did Noah know when 
the earth was bare ? How long was he in the ark ? 



THE DELUGE. 

When o'er the mountains rose the orb of day, 
And spread o'er vale and plain his cheering ray, 
How swelled the human bosom with delight 
As the rich landscapes burst upon the sight ! 
The ripening harvest waved in golden pride, 
And clustering vineyards clothed the hillock's side. 
Whence rose the song which lightened labour's toil, 
As bowed the swain beneath the luscious spoil. 
Where the fair valley spread her bosom green, 
What varied forms of busy life were seen ! 
There toiled the hind, the hunter led the chase. 
Or the bold warrior moved with martial grace ; 
Whilst blooming beauty culled .the opening flower, 
Or led the dance through pleasure's roseate bower ; 
There half-concealed beneath the cedar's shade, 
The humble dwelling its white walls displayed ; 
Or the proud city's loftier domes arise, 
Where pomp and grandeur caught th' admiring eyes. 
Fair was the scene ! but guilt and pain were there \ 
The tyrant luasteri and the slave's des^^LVt \ 
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The haughty brow, that heaven's just God defied. 
The lust of pleasure, and the rage of pride ; 
There from their bowls the midnight revellers reel ; 
There the fell murderer grasps the reeking steel : 
By rapine led, the plunderers ti*ack their way, 
Through waste and slaughter, to their hapless prey ; 
Vile idol-gods pollute each shady grove, 
And wanton beauty melts in lawless love ; 
"Whilst age and infancy lament in vain, 
Or bleed, the victims of the impious train. 
Mustering His wrath, awhile His anger stayed ; 
Till full their cup, the Lord of heaven delayed 
To pour his vengeance ; as the whirlwind sleeps. 
Ere o'er the main with furious blast it sweeps, 
Then burst at once, on earth's astonished train. 
The raging tempest and tremendous rain ; 
Whilst pealing thunders heaven's vast concave rend. 
And, struck by lightning, rolling rocks descend ; 
High heaves the ocean's bed — the o'erwhelming tide 
Hushes against the mountain's yielding side ; 
'Tis vain for succour to those hills to fly, 
For now not e'en their loftiest tops are dry ; 
Beast, man, and city share one common grave. 
And calm above them rolls the avenging wave ; 
Whilst yon dark speck, slow floating, now contains. 
Of beast or human life the sole remains. 

Mrs, Henry Rolls, 



GOD'S PROMISE TO NOAH. 

As soon as Noah and his family came out of the ark, 
they built an altar on the mountain, and ofiered sacriflces 
upon it to God; and Noah thanked God for having saved 
him and his wife and his children, and they all joined him 
in the prayer of thanks, and in singing God's praise, and 
they all bowed down in worship to Him, and all the 
beasts stood round behind them. 

Then fire came down from heaven Wi^'WwiH*^^ ^8»5scv- 
fices upon the aJtar; and the liOid c^im^AoNRXL ^ssA'^^^rs^ 



20 STORIES ILLUSTItATINO BOLT SCRIPTUIIC. 

Koab and his iaiuily; and He toldtbem to go and people 
tiie earth again, and He gave them leave to eat the flesh 
of beaets, but not to drink the blood, and that if any 
man killed another he wae to be put to death. 

God promised Noah that He 'would never drowa the 
world again, but that seed-time and harvest, summer and 
winter daj and uight should never cease as long as the 
world lasted and He told him when it rained men 
should see a ra nViow m the clond and that would be 




Ood s pledge to them that the rain would not drown 
the earth. And as God spoke, a black cloud came up, 
and the snn shone against the cloud, and there was a 
beautiful aroh on the cloud of all kinds of colours, and it 
reached down to the earth. 

But God will judge the earth again, and He has told ns 

He will burn it up with fire. He set the rainbow in the 

cload to teU us He would not drown the world ; but He 

makea Hia %htDing flash from flie ftVg, ^o xfeniavi \ia 
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that it will be fire, and not water, that will destroy it 
next. So we are all pleased when we see the beautiful 
rainbow; but we are afraid when we hear the mighty 
thunder and see the fiery lightning ; for we know that 
''as the lightning shineth from the one side of heaven and 
reacheth even unto the other, so also shall the coming 
of the Son of Man be." 

Bev. Canon Ridgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was Noah's first act on coming out of the ark? For 
what did he thank God ? Who joined him ? How did God answer 
him? What did God tell them to do? What did He order them 
not to do ? What did He ^ve them for food ? What promise did 
He make ? What do we still see to tell us of that promise ? What 
other warning have we, and what reminds us of it ? 



LIVELY HOPE AND GRACIOUS FEAR 

I WAS a grovelling creature once, 

And basely cleaved to earth ; 
I wanted spirit to renounce 

The clod that gave me birth. 

But God hath breathed upon a worm, 

And sent me from above 
Wings such as clothe an angel's form. 

The wings of joy and love. 

With these to Pisgah's top I fly, 

And there delighted stand, 
To view, beneath a shining sky. 

The spacious promised land. 

The Lord of all the vast domain 

Has promised it to me, 
The length and breadtloi o^ ^!^ >2tNa ^^vsv-* 

As far as faitli cau Bee. 
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How glorious is my privile^ I 

To thee for help I call ; 
I stand upon a mountain's edge — 

Oh save me, leat I fall ! 

Though much exalted in the Lord, 
M7 strength ia DOt mv own ; 

Then let me tremble at His word, 
And none shall cast me down. 

Cowper. 

BTRIAN GIRLS AT THE WELL. 

I SHALL not easily forget the scene at a well in Oalilee, 
between Cannel and Nazareth, one bright afternoon in 
July. Scores of women and girls came hurrying from the 
village, some poising their empty pitchers upon their 
heads, and this not in the usual manner, standing iipriglit« 
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but lying on the side. These pitchers were not exactly 
like those in use near Jerusalem, but were much rounder 
and broader, and looked as if the least jolt or false step 
must disturb their balance, and send them rolling to the 
ground. 

But no such care troubled the merry girls, who hurried 
on, laughing and singing and joking with each other, 
not so much as steadying with a finger their well-poised 
burden as they ascended the steps to the welFs mouth. 
Here, and in a few other places in Palestine, the buckets 
are let down through an opening upon a raised platform 
or terrace. Some of the women may have gone and 
returned more than once ; for though the village is large, 
it seemed impossible that so many girls could belong to it 
as the troops that we watched coming and going till sunset. 

No better opportunity could Eliezer (the servant of 
Abraham) have found for quietly observing the beautiful 
maidens of Haran than the one which he had chosen, 
when "all the daughters of the men of the city," the well- 
bom and those of humbler degree, were sure to assemble 
for the purpose of drawing water fresh and sparkling for 
the evening meal of their fathers, brothers, and husbands. 

Eliezer's quick eye would soon distinguish the daughter 
of a good family from among the rest. Her dress, no less 
than her demeanour, would serve to mark her out, and 
by her dress Eliezer would know that she was still un- 
married. Matrons commonly wear coins and ornaments 
upon their head-dress, while maidens are always dressed 
more simply. 

Rebekah carried no heavy goat-skin full of water, 
but a pitcher light enough to be borne upon her 
shoulder. It was, therefore, not at random that Eliezer 
had fixed upon the damsel offering to get water for his 
camels, as the token that she was the maiden chosen by 
God for the wife of his master's son. Her doing so would 
be a mark, not even of mere amiable condescension, but it 
would shew a very unusual degree of ready kindness. 

Not every well-born beauty would consent to fetch water 
for ten thirsty camels with her own pitcher. Tlkft.'^ ^R^sviJ^^ 
require many gallons of water. To ^xww ^^a ^ov^^Xsi^ 
the work rather of a strong slay^ t\i«.xi iot «b ^q>n>xv% ^S^^ 
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Bebekah might naturally have left this to the men of 
Eliezer's train ; for camel-drivers are generally provided 
with buckets and ropes for use at the wells they may 
meet in the course of their journey. 

But Bebekah made the offer. Eliezer met her just as 
she had done her errand. She had been " down " to the 
spring (" well," in our translation, but the word is really 
" living water "). She had gone down the steps to the 
cool and sheltered fountain. Most springs are thus 
arranged — as the Virgin's fount near Siloam, the springs 
at Solomon's pools, and others. 

The natural cavity whence the water issues is deepened, 
the rocky arch strengthened with masonry. Thus the 
water is sheltered from the sun, and kept cool and fresh. 
The cattle-trough is above ground; and where there is 
no well-mouth, through which a bucket can be let down, 
the water for the cattle must be brought up as the 
drinking water is brought, in a pitcher by hand. 

Bebekah had " filled her pitcher," and had " come up " 
(Gen. xxiv. 16), and was ready to return home, when 
Eliezer ran to meet her, and asked for some to drink. 
She instantly let down her pitcher on her hand; and 
then, as Eliezer had asked beforehand in his prayer, when 
he had been refreshed, she unconsciously gave the token 
he had desired, by offering to draw for his camels also 
until they had " done drinking." Whoever has watched 
the long time taken by camels in drinking, and the 
immense quantity of water they consume, will have 
wondered when they would have done drinking. But 
Bebekah hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, 
and then, with untiring patience, came and went between 
the spring and the trough till " all " those great creatures 
** had done drinking." — Sunday aJb Home, 

QUESTIONS. 

Tell the story of Bebekah at the well. What would Eliezer 
know by her dress ? What did she cany ? How did she shew 
kindness? How much water would be required? Who else 
could have done it ? What sort of pitchers do Syrian girls use ? 
How do they carry them ? What other kind of vessels are used 
for water ? How is water drawn from the wells ? How are camels 

watered ? How would Eliezer know t\iat "ReXwMa.'s^tta tha gjLcl he 

wanted ? 
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JACOB AND ESAU. 

Isaac and Rebekah had two sons : they were twins. 
One was called "Esau" {Ted)y because he was covered 
with red hair all over when he was bom ; the other was 
called "Jacob" (supplanter), because he was a smooth- 
faced, wily, cunniDg person. Esau was bom first, and so 
lie had the right to the blessing of Abraham which God 
had confirmed to Isaac, and also a right to the best of his 
father's property. 

But he had no taste for religion : that was not his line. 
He was a good-natured man, who liked to enjoy himself, 
and make the most of this life. He spent his days in 
hunting on his beautiful Arab horse, and he made friends 
with all the people about there — the Amorites and the 
Hittites, and the children of his uncle Ishmael — and he 
married two Hittite wives : it did not matter to him 
that they were heathens. 

One day he came in late. He had been about with his 
cousins, and they had made a long run, and had had good 
sport Now he was tired out and hungry, as he came into 
the camp at Beer-sheba, where the tents of Isaac were 
pitched under the grove that Abraham planted. Isaac 
had just offered the evening sacrifice on that old family 
altar, and was gone out, we may suppose, to meditate, as 
he used to do, in the fields in the cool twilight. Rebekah 
was in her tent with her maids, and Jacob was sat in his 
tent door, with a mess of hot pottage, — broth and meat 
and vegetables — all smoking before him. 

Esau had been away all day : nobody knew when he 
would come back ; for he came and went when he liked, 
and never kept good hours. Now he was tired and 
ravenously hungry ; and the savoury smell of the nice, 
smoking basin of hot-stewed meat made his lips water. 
He was faint and nearly ready to die with hunger and 
exhaustion : so he begged his brother to share it with 
him. 

They were both of an age, only Esau was accld^\ita.\V3\iW:^ 
first; and Jacob always felt it to "beVjiOtd. WvaXi^^sKvac'^^^^^ 
Lave all the advantage over him \)y au a^i^ii^etA.. ^^^ ^^"^ 
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all the work at home, looked after his father's flocks and 
his property, while Esau was always off with his heathen 
friends and his cousins, enjoying himself. All would have 
gone to rack and ruin, if Jacob had not stopped at home, 
and kept things together. They had often talked about 
it : but still it went on just the same. Esau remained 
"the prodigal son," while Jacob was always steady at 
home. 

To-night he was rather angry. Esau had been out all 
day, and never been near anything, and there was much 
that wanted looking after. He got worse and worse, 
till Jacob felt grieved at him. Why should he be always 
slaving and toiling to keep things together, and make the 
most of the property, to keep his brother in idleness and 
pleasure ? All this would go to Esau when his father 
died. So, when Esau wanted to share his supper with 
him, he could not help thinking he wanted to have all 
an his side ; play all day and eat up what others had got 
ready for themselves at night. 

"No," said Jacob, "if you want half my supper give me 
half your property. I have to do all the work, find you 
with food, and then you will take it all at last, when I 
have spent my best strength in getting it for you. No, if 
we are to share, let us share and share alike,*' 

" Well," said Esau, in his careless way, " what is the 
good of the property to me some years hence if I die of 
hunger now 1 " 

" Go to the flocks and kill a kid, and cook it for your- 
self, as I have done," replied Jacob, "unless you have 
brought some venison home^ which you can make into 
savoury meat." 

"Nay," rejoined Esau, "that will take hours. I shall 
die long before that;" and he threw himself back on 
the sheepskin rug that served for his bed. " But," after 
a sigh, he went on to say, "it is too bad to ask for half 
ray property for half a meal." 

" The property is not what I want," replied Jacob. 
" My father will no doubt leave me enough to keep me : 
but I should like the birthright ; to be the * promised 
seed,' that our grandfather used to tell me about, which 
wovld restore our fallen race to the glorious position that 
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Onr first parent, Adam, had : so that we shall walk with 
God again in Paradise/' 

" The promised seed," laughed Esau ; " why, that is an 
old tale that our mothers have tried to frighten us with 
to keep ns quiet, as they frighten children. I have heard 
that the promise was made to Adam more than 2000 
years ago, yet it seems no nearer now. You surely do 
not believe that tale ! " 

" I believe what my grandfather told me he had heard 
from the great Jehovah himself. God is not a man that 
He should lie." 

" No, but how do you know that he meant what you 
say? How can a man reverse the decrees of God, or alter 
his natural instincts; he must act according to his nature: 
and God would not have given us appetites, if we were 
not to use them, I suppose, " said Esau with a sneer. 

*'Tou say rightly, that we may use our appetites," 
answered Jacob, "to incite us, for instance, to take food for 
kieeping up our strength to work ; but we may not abuse 
them by eating and drinking for our own gratification." 

"That is too deep for me," groaned Esau. "I know if I 
do not have some supper soon, I shall die of hunger, and 
then what will be the good of my father's property to me, 
which may come in 100 years hence : so give me half your 
supper, to save me alive, and I do not mind your sharing 
the patrimony on the same terms. Let us share alike : a 
bird in hand is worth two in a bush." 

" Agreed," cried Jacob; "but keep your flocks and herds. 
I care nothing for them. I covet what you despise, the 
birthright to be the promised seed, or, at least, to trans- 
mit it to my children. I deem this a sacred privilege, 
which you only got by being born a few minutes before 
me, and do not care to keep. Sell me this, and you shall 
share my bason of pottage : " and, as he spoke, he played 
with it in his spoon, cooling the steaming broth, as he 
ladled it out, and sent a fragrant, savoury odour through 
the tent, which roused Esau's fainting appetite to a rabid 
intensity. 

" What care I for your fancied legend of a second 
Adam ? Believe me, a man may bruise a serpent's head, 
if he gets his heel upon him ; but he will never ci^\e\ift\\. 
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the natural passions that rule his inmost self, both soul 
and body. Man cannot crush out what God has im- 
planted. Your sons will be like their father. So you 
may take any advantage you fondly hope for in that line. 
A bird in hand is worth two in the bush : so pass me 
over a plate of your pottage." 

"Will you swear it?" asked Jacob solemnly. 

"I swear it," replied Esau. 

"That you will resign to me and my children the bless- 
ing of Jehovah, that in me and my seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed?" 

" That in thee and thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed." 

"And I call to witness the God of Abraham and the 
God of Isaac," added Jacob. 

"And I call to witness the God of Abraham and the 
God of Isaac," responded Esau, " and much good may it 
do you." 

So they kissed each other on the right cheek and on the 
left, and the covenant was made. Then Jacob handed over 
fche whole of the savoury dish, which Esau eagerly ate ; 
and then, throwing himself back on his sheepskins^ was 
soon fast asleep. 

But Jacob walked out in the evening gloom, prostrated 
himself before the altar of Abraham, under the grove of 
trees that formed a sort of church with their thick tnraks, 
like pillars on the right hand and the left, with their 
sturdy boughs enclosing him over head within a leafy 
vaulted roof. There, alone, in that sacred grove, which 
for 150 years had been the sanctuary of his tribe, he 
stretched forth his hands towards heaven, and prayed, 
saying : — 

"O God of Adam, Creator and Preserver of the uni- 
verse, Maker of all things seen and unseen, O Lord Most 
High, thou God of Abraham my father, hear the prayers 
of thy servant now prostrate before thee : and as thou 
hast vouchsafed, of thy great mercy, to promise to thy 
faithful people regeneration through a promised seed of 
their bodies, mercifully be pleased to accept thy servant 
now bowing humbly before thy Divine Majesty. Hear, 
Lord, the cry of thy servant, and when thou bearest, 
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forgive: Grant to him, O merciful Father, pardon of 
all his sins, both those of his own body" and those of his 
forefathers; and grant him thy divine favour, that he may 
serve thee truly, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain ever- 
lasting glory, to the praise of thy holy name, gracious 
for evermore. Amen." 

Thus Jacob prayed while Elsau slept in hia tent. 

Eev, Canon Ridgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

How many sons had Isaac ? What were they called ? Why ? 
Which was the elder ? What difference of age was there ? How 
did Esau spend his time? Who were his friends? How did 
Jacob spend his ? Where did they live ? Describe the scene one 
night at Beersheba. Where was Isaac ? What was Jacob doing? 
Where had Esau been ? In what state did he come home ? What 
made Jacob angry ? What did Esau ask him ? Why was that 
not fair ? What did Jacob desire ? Why did Esau despise it ? 
What bargain was made ? How was Esau wrong ? How was 
Jacob? But which really shewed most piety? Why? What 
did Jacob do when he left the tent ? What was Esau doing ? 



THE BLESSING OF ISAAC. 

When Isaac was old and almost blind, he sent for Esau 
and told him that he was now so old that he might die 
any day, and he wanted to hand on the blessing he had 
received from Abraham. 

So he told Esau to go and hunt for venison, and make 
it into savoury meat, and then the blessing should be 
solemnly given. 

It was a sacred ceremony, like the father of a ftimily 
making his will on his death-bed, giving his property to 
his children. But it was more than that, because Isaac 
was the priest of his tribe, and he held the great promise 
God had given to Eve, that her seed should bruise the 
serpent's head. 

It was the blessing repeated to Noah and Abraham, 
and which God had spoken to Isaac himself — " I will be 
with thee, and will bless thee : for unto thee and unto 
thy seed I will give all these countries, and I will per- 
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form the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy lather j 
and I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of 
heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries ; 

and IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EABTH 
BE BLESSED " (GrCn. XXVi. 3, 4). 

It was not a feast so much as a very solemn religious 
act. The aged, dying patnarch was going to hand on 
God's blessing to his son, and give him the privilege of 
being God's chosen seed, in whom all nations of the earth 
should be blessed. It was a serious duty, and Isaac must 
be very careful how he gave it. 

Now God had put a condition on it. He told Isaac 
why he had given the blessing to Abraham rather than to 
his two elder brothers, Nahor and Haran, — " Because he 
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge^ and my command- 
ments, my statutes, and my laws" (Gen. xxvi. 5). 

Kebekah his wife heard what Isaac said to her elder 
son. She knew that God had told her "the elder 
should serve the younger." He had not promised the 
blessing to Jacob, but had only foretold her that the 
younger should be the stronger. She knew its value, 
and she was aware of the conditions, and that Esau did 
not keep God's " charge, nor his commandments, nor his 
laws." 

She grieved deeply that her eldest son was a lawless 
man, and kept company with heathen. She knew, too, 
that Jacob had his faults — but he tried to do right, 
staid at home to look after his business — and that all 
went right when he was there ; and it seemed too bad 
that all he had worked for should go to his idle, profligate 
brother. God's blessing could not be on him. 

As soon as Esau was gone with his horses, and his bags, 
and his men, to hunt the deer in the mountains of Hebron, 
she sent for Jacob in haste, and she told him what his 
father had said. 

" Now, therefore, my son," she continued, " obey my 
voice according to that I command thee.'' She did not 
ask him or persimde him, you see ; but she commanded 
him to do it, and required his obedience. 

" Go now to the flock," she said, " and fetch me from 
thence two kids of the goats; and I will make them 
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savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth : and thou 
shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he 
may bless thee before his death." 

It was wrong of Rebekah to put Jacob up to deceiving 
his father when he was too blind to see him, and it 
was wrong of Jacob to act so sneaking a part. But 
they all knew that Esau did not deserve it, that he did 
not value the blessing, and had sold it to Jacob for 
one night's supper. He had never done the eldest son's 
partj so he could not fairly claim his reward : and then 
Grod had never promised it to the eldest son. Abraham 
was not the eldest, Isaac was not Abraham's fii'st-born, 
and God had said of these two that the elder should serve 
the younger 

But it was for God, not Bebekah, to set it right ; and 
she and Jacob only thought how they could get the 
blessing without being found out. They did not go 
openly to Isaac and claim it, but worked in a sneakish 
way. Jacob was afraid ; Rebekah was not. 

" Behold," said Jacob to his mother, " Esau my brother 
is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man ; my father, per- 
adventtire, will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a 
deceiver j and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a 
blessing." 

" Upon me be thy curse, my son," replied his mother ; 
" only obey my voice, and go fetch me them. 

" And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his 
mother ; and his mother made savoury meat, such as his 
father loved." 

Isaac was seated on a couch beneath the shade of a 
wide-spreading tree; on the altar close by, under the 
grove of Abraham, incense was rising up to God, as he 
spread forth his hands and sought for the guidance of 
God's spirit in this most awful crisis, and then prostrated 
himself before the Lord. 

He knew what God had said to Rebekah ; he knew the 
character of his son, and how Esau had sold his birth- 
right; and now he sought for divine revelation, for he 
had no sure authority to give the blessing to other than 
the eldest. The blessing was from God, and the choice 
must be His. 
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Here were his two odIj sons, both bom at one birth — 
to which belonged the blessing ? Both would be strong 
and great ; from each a great nation would spring — so 
the Almighty had said : but one people should be stronger 
than the other people. Would God's favour, the higher 
privileges, go with the stronger or weaker, the more 
numerous or the smaller body, with the many or the 
few? 

So, perhaps, Isaac left it to God to cast the lot. He 
sent out Esau to the cliance of sport, not to the certainty 
of the flock. If God willed it so, the game would speedily 
fall to his hand ; if not, God would withhold it, and he 
might traverse the mountains in vain, as the apostles 
afterwards toiled at their fishing all night, yet caught 
nothing, till the Lord bid them cast their net. 

While Esau hunted, Isaac doubtless prayed in silence 
by his father's altar ; and as he ceased, he was conscious 
that some one was in his presence, and he smelt the odour 
of the savoury food. 

There stood before him, in front of the altar of sacrifice, 
his younger son, vested in the sacrificial robe of his tribe, 
that sacred mantle in which, since Isaac's sight had failed, 
his eldest-born had been wont to officiate as priest of the 
tribe. He bore in his hands the sacrificed goat, part to 
be burnt upon the altar, part to be eaten with bread — 
the meat offering — to seal the solemn contract by which 
the heir was to undertake the duties when he received 
the privileges of the divine covenant. 

Thus Jacob stood beneath the arched avenue of the 
trees of the sanctuary of Abraham. 

" My father ! " he cried. 

"Here am I/' replied Isaac. "Who art thou, my 
son ? " 

" Esau, thy first-born," the unseen visitor continued ; 
" I have done according as thou badest me. Arise, I 
pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may 
bless me." 

" How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my 
son ? " inquired Isaac. 

"Because the Lord thy God brought it to me," answered 
the voice. 
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Here was the wished-for omen. The Lord had chosen, 
Isaac thought in his mind. Still, the speedy retam 
might be due to deception, and not to Providence. He 
felt his infirmity, and that he was in the power of others. 

" Come near, I pray thee," Isaac said cautiously, " that 
I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son 
Esau or not" 

This was the test Jacob had dreaded, and for which 
his mother had provided by fitting his hands with gloves 
of fur, and fastening a piece of goatskin upon his neck. 

"The voice is Jacob's voice," said Isaac; but, taking 
his hands within his own, he added, '< the hands are the 
hands of Esau." 

Then he drew himself up to his full height, and, with 
a solemn adjuration in a deep and awful tone, he asked — 

" Art thou my very son Esau 1 " 

For a moment Jacob hesitated. The fear of the curse 
flashed through him with a shudder. But he recovered 
himself as his eyes caught sight of his mother at the tent 
door, and she seemed to repeat the encouragement, " Upon 
me be thy curse, my son." After all did he not stand in 
Esau's shoes ? He had bought his rights, so he was the 
very, the true Esau by purchase of the birthright. 

" I am," he faintly gasped. 

" Bring it near to me," cried Isaac, as he walked to the 
altar ; " and 1 will eat of my son's venison, that my soul 
may bless thee." 

And Jacob brought it near. The oflfering was laid by 
Isaac upon the altar, the libation poured out with cus- 
tomary solemnity ; each ate of the flesh and the bread, 
each sipped the sacred wine from the cup of blessing, and 
the father imprinted on his son's forehead the kiss of love, 
and received his in turn. 

Then Jacob knelt before the altar of the Lord, and the 
aged patriarch, stretching forth his hands upwards towards 
heaven, over his son's head, sang forth, in solemn chant, 
the Abrahamio benediction : — 

" God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness 

of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine. Let people 

serve thee, and nations bow down to thee. Be lord over 

thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee. 

XV. 
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Cursed be every one that ourseth thee, and blessed be 
he that blesseth thee." 

And Isaac lay down upon his couch, overcome with the 
exertion and the intensity of his feelings. Weary and 
exhausted, he sank into a drowsy reverie. 



Part II. 



At length he is roused from unconsciousness by the 
sharp cry of some one at his side. He raised himself and 
listened. 

" Let my father arise," said the voice, " and eat of his 
son's venison, that thy soul may bless me." 

" Who art thou 1 " inquired the old man. 

" Thy son, thy firstborn, Esau." 

The old man trembled from head to foot. He started, 
stretched out his head towards the voice, and, trembling 
with emotion, almost gasped out, " Who ? " 

" Thy son, thy firstborn, Esau," he repeated. 

Isaac started from his seat, pressed his hands to his 
brow, and screamed forth, " Where, then, is he that hath 
taken venison, and brought it to me, and I have eaten of 
all before thou camest, and blessed him ? " And he sank 
back upon his couch, buried his face in his hands, and 
wept bitterly. 

Esau would not disturb him, but waited anxiously till 
he recovered himself. Meanwhile Isaac seemed to become 
more calm, and a deep, serene expression crept over his 
countenance as he turned his face upwards to heaven. 
His mind appeared to open to a consciousness that God's 
will might be supreme even over the designs of men ; that 
what was permitted must somehow be destined, and that 
what had been so solemnly executed, however marred by 
human weakness, was irrevocable. And so he sadly 
sighed, "Yea, and he shall be blessed," foreseeing the 
divine will in the future. 

At these emphatic words Esau burst into tears. For 
a long time he cried and pleaded in vain for a reversal of 
his father's will ; but he " found no way to turn him, 
though he sought it carefully with tears " (Heb. xii 17), 
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'^ He bad for one morsel of meat sold his birthright, and 
when he would have inherited the blessing he was rejected." 

His only hope lay in some set-off — a second place. He 
prayed for something , that he might not be utterly cast 
off; and from the depths of his despair he cried bitterly — 

" Bless me, even me aho, O my father ! " 

" Thy bi*other came with subtlety and hath taken away 
thy blessing," said his father, somewhat softened by his 
tears. 

" Is he not rightly called Jacob ? *' bitterly responded 
Esau ; " for he hath supplanted me these two times. He 
took away my birthright, and behold, now he hath taken 
away my blessing ! " 

He waited ; but there was no answer. His father 
seemed to be lost in thought, and sorely distressed. 
The silence was painful. 

At last he drew near, clasped his father's knees, and, 
in a gentler tone of supplication, as he touched his cheek 
with his lips, he whispered, " Hast thou not reserved a 
blessing for meV* 

At this appeal the tears fell fast from Isaac's eyes ; he 
clasped his eldest bom to his breast, and then rousing 
himself, he stroked the boy's face, and said soothingly, 
" Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren 
have I given to him for servants ; and with corn and 
wine have I sustained him ; and what shall I do now 
unto thee, my son 1 " 

Was there no hope for him ? His father had been 
wont to smile at his bold exploits in the field, and was 
not displeased at the abundance of spoil he used to bring 
home to attest his powers, nor at the frank candour of his 
light-hearted nature. And now he had disinherited him. 
Could it be that all had passed to the smooth-faced sup- 
planter, who was always at his mother's apron-string 1 

And Esau fell on his father's lap in anguish of heart, 
lifted up his voice, and wept most piteously. At length 
he sobbed forth, in the midst of his tears, " Hast thou but 
one blessing, my father 1 " And again he relapsed into a 
paroxysm of grief, while Isaac stroked his face and 
pressed him to his bosom. 

" Bless me, even me also, O my father ! " cried Esawi 
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more piteously still, as once more he kissed his cheek and 
threw his arms around his neck. 

Then Isaac, in a solemn voice, without rising from his 
seat, laying his hand on Esau's forehead, said, '^ Lo ! thy 
dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew 
of heaven from above. 

" By thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 
brother ; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have 
the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy 
neck." 

Saying this, he kissed him, and fell back on his couch 
in thought and prayer, while Esau rose from his knees, 
retired to his tent, and, as he hastily threw off the sacri- 
ficial robe, he ground his teeth and muttered to Juditb, 
his wife, " The days of mourning for my father are at 
hand ; then will I slay my brother Jacob." 

This threat was not long in coming to the ears of 
Kebekah. She saw the evil she had done, and advised 
her favourite son to fly for a few months to her brother's 
house at Padan-aram, and there to seek a wife, (as his 
father had done,) from the old stock. 

Jacob had won the birthright by cunning, and the 
blessing of his father by a lie ; but he was punished for it 
all his life. He longed for the blessing as he prized it 
above all things. Esau cared only for the honour and 
power of being lord of the tribe, and for the wealth his 
father had to leave. All these worldly goods Esau had, 
and he had the power and mastery over Jacob, who was 
always a man of peace. 

Jacob kept the blessing, and came at last to deserve it. 
He never forgot his duty to God, but " kept his charge, 
his commandments, his statutes, and his laws ; " but he 
had to pay the penalty of his sin. He had deceived his 
father ; and Laban deceived him in his marriage, and ten 
times over in the change of his wages. He had lied to 
his father, and his sons lied to him ; they sold his favourite 
child to the Ishmaelites, and brought home his blood- 
stained coat, as if wild beasts had devoured him; until, at 
the close of life, he was fain to cry, " Few and evil have 
the days of the years of my life been." 

jRev, Canon Ridgway, 
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QUESTIONS. 

Why did Isaac aend for Esau ? What was the ceremony ? 

What promise did it hand on ? What blessing ? What was the 

condition ? What did Rebekah do ? What objection did Jacob 

raise ? What had been foretold to Kebekah ? Was any promise 

made her ? Why was Esau unsuitable for the blessing ? How 

had he lost his right to it ? What doubt was there about it ? 

What might Isaac wish in sending him to hunt ? What seemed 

to favour that idea ? Where was Isaac ? What was he doing ? 

What did Jacob wear ? How was he disguised by his mother ? 

What doubt was there in Isaac's mind? What was the form of 

the blessing? How was it given? Where? Who came next? 

Where had he been ? What did he bring ? What effect had it 

on Isaac ? Why did he tremble ? What did he say of Jacob ? 

What did Esau say ? What did Esau do ? How did he get over 

Isaac? What sort of a blessing did Isaac give him ? How did it 

differ from Jacob's in the matter ? In the manner ? What did 

Esau vow ? Who heard of it ? What did she do ? What was 

Jacob's sin ? How was it punished ? 



THE BROTHERS. 
Part I, 



A BAND of travellers was resting by the banks of the 
Jabbok one evening, near the spot where afterwards 
stood the town of Mahanaim. The leader of the party 
was seated at a little distance from the rest, gazing, as 
it appeared, on the scene around him. This was more 
than commonly lovely. The river is broad and deep at 
this point, and its sparkling waters run with a more 
rapid current than those of the Jordan, into which it 
flows. Were it not for the rocky islets scattered hither 
and thither over its surface, which break the violence of 
the stream, it might be dangerous to attempt to ford it. 
Its banks are thickly wooded with every variety of tree 
found in the Holy Land. Among these the most con- 
spicuous are the oleander and the plane tree. 

But though the eyes of the patriarch were fixed on the 
rich green of the foliage and the soft tints of the sky 
above it> axjlose observer could not have failed to discover 
that his attention was engaged on other subjects. Doubt- 
less he had much to occupy his thoughts, lu ^n^t^ 
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direction round him might be seen large herds of cattle- 
sheep, and goats, and asses — browsing on the fresh herbage 
'which grew abundantly in the glades between the trees. 
Farther off, over the tops of the shrubs, appeared the 
ungainly necks of camels ; some waiting patiently to be 
relieve4 of the burdens which they had borne with equal 
patience through the day; others, still equipped with 
saddles, on which women and children had evidently 
ridden. A large troop of servants, herdsmen, and camel- 
drivers were employed in providing them with food and 
water, or in aiTanging the watches to be kept through 
the night. If the whole of the cattle were the property 
of one man, he must be a very wealthy person; few 
persons in those days could have been wealthier. 

And so, in truth, he was. Jacob had gone forth from 
Beersheba with no other possession than the staff he 
carried in his hand. He had now become, by the patient 
labour of twenty years, a rich and prosperous man. But 
this was not the greatest change which had taken place in 
his condition. The once solitary traveller wais no longer 
alone. He was surrounded by a numerous throng, all of 
whom called him husband or father. 

Several noble boys, the eldest of whom might be twelve 
or thirteen years of age, were sporting gaily on the bank of 
the river ; some endeavouring to ensnare the blight fish, 
which glanced through the shallows near the shore ; while 
others had paddled out as far as one of the islets, from which 
they were gathering the water-lilies which grew beneath it. 
Under a group of palms some women were seated, around 
whom were clustered three or four younger children. 
There was enough to fill any father's heart with joy, in 
the sight of their bright young faces and active movements. 

But none of these things were in Jacob's thoughts. 
His imagination was dwelling on a very different scene. 
He saw in his mind's eye the tents of his father Isaac, 
pitched near the wells of Beersheba, with the desert on 
one side and the plains of Philistia on the other. There, 
beneath a sycamine, was the couch on which the old man 
used to recline, of whose infirmity he had 'taken such 
unworthy advantage — there stalked the wild form of his 
brother Esau, burning with the sense of unbrotherly 
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wrong, even as he had watched him leave the presence 
of his father on that unhappy day of treachery and guilt 
— and there, still more vividly remembered, was the 
solitary spot where he had parted with his mother 
for the last time on earth, and they had mingled their 
tears of penitence. 

He recalled the awe-stricken voice, in which she had 
told him that his brother Esau was comforting himself 
for the injury he had sustained by purposing to kill 
him — that he had been heard to say, that "the days 
of mourning for his father were at hand, and then 
he would slay his brother Jacob." "Now, therefore, 
my son," she had pleaded, " obey my voice, and arise ; 
flee to Laban my brother, to Haran, .and tarry with 
him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away; 
until thy brother's anger turn away, and he forget what 
thou hast done to him. Then will I send and fetch thee 
from thence." Yes, those had been her parting words ; 
and they had comforted him, he reflected, through the 
weary and perilous journey from Beersheba to Haran. 

When last he sat under the very plane tree which was 
now spreading its boughs over his head, he had solaced 
himself with that recollection. It had cheered him 
through the long years of toil wherewith he had earned 
his best-beloved wife. How often had he dwelt in fancy 
on the time when he should traverse again the spreading 
Plain of Aram, cross the Jordan, and track the path 
along the side of the mountains of Hebron, with 
Rachel by his side, and present his mother with the 
daughter whom she had so earnestly desired ! Alas I 
that would never be. "The few days" of which Rebekah 
had spoken had proved more than twenty years; and she 
would never " send to fetch him from thence ; " for she 
was in her grave. 

This was a sad thought, and heavily it weighed upon 
him ; but it was not the saddest after all. His brother 
was still alive — his brother Esau, whom he was to meet 
on the morrow — his brother whom he had wronged so 
deeply, and who had never declared his forgiveness of 
that wrong. Great and rich as Jacob had become, Esau 
far exceeded him in power and wealth ; and if he chose 
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to put forth his hand against him he could easily slay, 
not only him, but his whole household also. 

What if he had never forgiven the outrage practised on 
him — if he should avenge it on him now that he had him 
in his power ; or, worse, avenge it on those whom he loved 
better than himself — on Eachel, the wife of his heart, or 
Joseph, the dearest of his sons ? He called to remem- 
brance a hundred instances of his brother's lawless and 
ungoverned nature, and the threats which he had so 
freely used on the day of his flight from home. Perhaps 
he had never till now realised the full enormity of his sin, 
or of his utter helplessness in the hands of God. 

At length the object for which he had been so long 
waiting appeared in sight. A small company of footmen, 
wearing turbans on their heads, and having their garments 
tightly girded about their loins, as is usual in the East 
when men travel with speed on a distant journey, ap- 
proached the tree under which Jacob was seated, and 
bowed themselves before him. 

" Welcome, Ziba, and thou too, Eliezer," said the 
patriarch. " How hath your errand sped ? Have ye 
seen my brother 1 and if so, what answer does he send 
to my greeting ? " 

" We have seen my lord Esau," replied Ziba, " who of 
late hath made his abode in Mount Seir, and is a great 
and powerful chief. We were admitted with all honour 
to his presence, and forthwith delivered to him the words 
of thy salutation." 

" And how did he receive you ? " inquired Jacob 
eagerly. 

" At first, methought, with an air of constraint ; nay, 
as we feared, almost in hostile fashion. But his brow 
cleared when he heard my lord's message, and he bade us 
return to thee thy brotherly greetings, and he would him- 
self on the morrow go forth to meet and welcome thee. 
Doubtless, he would have added thy wives and children 
also j but of them, as yet, he knoweth nothing." 

" You said nought of them ? " inquired Jacob hastily. 
" Surely not," was the reply. " Did not my lord bid 
us keep silence ? " 

" He would come forth himself, sayest thou 1 " resumed 
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Jacob anxiously. *' Did he say in what fashion — alone, 
or with but a few followers, or how ? " 

" Nay, he said not," returned Ziba ; " but ere we left 
his abode, I heard the orders given for his journey to- 
morrow. He Cometh forth to greet thee in all state, as a 
king goeth out to war. His whole train are to accom- 
pany him, and they, as we learned, are not fewer than 
four hundred men. Doubtless he desires to shew thee all 
possible honour." 

" Doubtless," returned Jacob, in as assured a tone as 
he could command ; and, dismissing his servants, bade 
them find food and shelter in his tents. But as soon as 
they departed, he relapsed into a yet deeper gloom than 
before. 

" Four hundred men ! " he muttered, half aloud ; " the 
lawless archers and wild horsemen of the desert ! They 
are the fitting instruments for a deed of blood. And * hia 
brow cleared when he heard my message.' That might 
be the relenting of brotherly affection ; or it might be a 
snare to get me hopelessly into his power. But it is too 
late to retrace my steps, even were I certain of what, 
happily, I only fear. I must do what human wisdom 
can in this fearful crisis, and after that seek the only real 
help, alone, in prayer." 

Notes. — Jahhoh is a river on the east of Jordan. Beerahcha is 
in the south of Palestine. PhUiatla is a strip of land on the sea 
coast. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who were resting by Jabbok ? Where was it ? Who was the 
patriarch ? Of what was he thinking ? Who lived at Beersheba ? 
Whom would he never see again? What had he when he left 
home? What had he now? How long had he been away? 
Where had he been ? Who were the women and the boys ? 
What had cheered him in his absence ? Why was he now sad ? 
Whom did he fear to meet ? Why ? Whom did he send to him ? 
Why? What answer did they bring back? Why was Jacob 
afraid ? What did he resolve to do ? 
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Part II. 

Bousing himself from his depression, he set himself at 
once to devise the best mode of meeting the threatened 
danger. He first divided the whole of the encampment 
into two parts, so that if one should be assailed by violence 
the other might have time to escape. Then he selected 
several hundred cattle of various kinds, the flower of his 
herds, and sent them forward to meet Esau, directing 
those who had charge of them to leave a long space 
between each drove, so that his brother might meet 
each in succession; and thus, if his wrath were still 
unabated, it might perchance be softened by the multi- 
tude of gifts in succession which were offered to him. 
Having despatched these, he next directed the members 
of his own family to cross the Jabbok, and march south- 
ward in something of the same order. The two hand- 
maids, Zilpah and Bilhah, with their children, went 
first ; then Leah, with her six sons and little daughter ; 
and lastly, the two who were the dearest to him of all, 
Rachel, and her only child, Joseph. 

As he watched these last safely cross the fords of the 
Jabbok about the hour of midnight, and disappear on the 
farther side into the darkness of the night, a deeper 
sense of helplessness came over him than he had ever 
before experienced. He knelt down, and renewed with 
deeper fervency the prayer which he had already so often 
offered that day. 

He acknowledged the sin of which he had been guilty, 
and the mercy which had not only forborne to punish it, 
but had loaded his life with blessings and mercies so far 
beyond what his best obedience could have deserved. 
He entreated Almighty God to rcfhejiiber that, full of 
evil as he was, he had nevertheless been singled out as 
the inheritor of the birthright and the blessing, and that 
it was by divine command that he was now returning *to 
his native land. Would not He who had helped him so 
often, help him yet this time again, and avert the peril 
which he so greatly dreaded 1 

As he prayed thus he seemed, in the earnestness of his 
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Btipplication, as one who struggles with some powerful 
adversary, half subdued, yet still vigorously resisting 
And in very truth, he became presently aware that this 
was no mere fancy, conceived out of the depths of his agony. 

Breast to breast, and hand to hand, he found himself 
wrestling with a real living Champion — no human 
antagonist, as the strange terror which came over him 
attested; but One, nevertheless, whom he felt himself, 
by some superhuman support, enabled to resist. The 
morning broke before the conflict was decided, and then 
the Unknown, having left a token in the shrunken sinew 
of Jacob's thigh, which told him who his Antagonist had 
been, gave him the blessing he asked, and departed. 

The patriarch arose from the conflict, maimed in body, 
but wonderfully comforted in mind. " I have seen God 
face to face," he said to himself, " and yet my life is pre- 
served." Nay more, he felt assured that what had passed 
was vouchsafed as a sign to him that he who strove faith- 
fully in jjrayer, should certainly prevail. Leauiug on his 
staff, he advanced as rapidly as the injured state of his 
thigh would permit, and, overtaking the various groups 
whom he had sent onward a few hours before, went on 
boldly in advance to meet his brother Esau. 

His heart beat anxiously as he beheld afar ofl* a cloud 
of dust, rising in the direction of Mount Seir, through 
which the dusky heads of camels, and anon the glittering 
spears and white turbans of Arabs, might be descried. 
J^earer and nearer they approached; and now the 
swarthy features of the Ishmaelites might be clearly 
discerned as they came on in an irregular but seemingly 
endless array. As soon, however, as they caught sight 
of the travellers they halted, and, filing off" to the right 
and left, awaited the approach of the principal person in 
the procession. 

At length the dromedary on which Esau was mounted 
came in sight, and Jacob beheld once more the features of 
his brother. He stepped forward with the grave cere- 
monial of Eastern countries, bowing himself again and 
again to the ground, until the seventh inclination brought 
him to Esau's side. There was a brief pause, while the 
two men looked earnestly into each other's eye^^ aadt&N&\^. 
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the bearded chief sprang to the ground, and ran eagerly 
to meet his brother. 

All distrust was now at an end. Esau and Jacob, 
falling upon each other's necks, kissed and embraced, as 
brothers who had long been separated, and had now met 
in all the tenderness of unbroken affection. They talked 
long of their early days — of the father who still lingered 
in the extremity of old age, and of the mother whom 
neither would ever behold again on earth. 

When Jacob's wives and children reached the spot 
where the patriarch sate in conference with his brother, 
and were made known to him, Esau kindly received and 
welcomed them; but he refused to receive the rick 
presents which had been sent on to meet him, saying 
simply, " I have enough, my brother. Keep that thou 
hast thyself 

It was late before the interview was ended, but at 
length the shadows of evening warned them that they 
must separate. The elder brother, summoning his atten- 
dants, returned to his home among the mountains of 
Edom; while Jacob, journeying in the opposite direction, 
reached Succoth, on the east bank of the Jordan, where 
for a while he set up his tent. 

He was deeply grateful for the great deliverance which 
had been granted him from a danger which had more or 
less overshadowed the peace of his life for twenty years. 
But he was still moi'e deeply thankful that he had learned 
to feel and acknowledge the mighty power of prayer. 
Even as he had wrestled with the Man by the banks of 
the Jabbok on the previous evening, and had succeeded 
after long effort in wresting from him the blessing he 
desired, even so had his fervent and oft-repeated prayers 
obtained from the Giver of all good gifts the softening of 
his brother's hearfc, and the forgiveness of his own sin. 

Bev. H. C. Adams, 

'NoT-E.Succoth mesLUB "books." 

QUESTIONS. 

How did Jacob divide his company ? Why ? What did he do 
with the best of his flocks ? What river did they cross ? Who 
crossed first ? Whom did he send on first ? Who were they ? 
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Who next? Who came last? Why? What did Jacob do that 
night? What happened? Who came to him? What change 
was made in his name? Why? How did the brothers meet? 
What did Esau offer? What did he refuse? Where did he go? 
Where did Jacob settle ? For what was he most thankful ? 



JOSEPH. 

*' Why, Joseph, what 's the matter, my boy ?" said Mr. 
Grimble, the master of the Grey Coat School, as he saw 
the little boy sitting moodily on the gate, when ho 
entered the school playground one morning. 

Joseph Millan was not ready with an answer. He 
turned away his head and said nothing; but the colour 
came to his cheeks, and it was clear to the schoolmaster 
that something had put him out that he did not like to 
tell. 

"Why don't you run and play at football with the 
others V* 

" Please sir, I have been playing, but some of them did 
not want me to play any more, so I came here to wait till 
the bell rang," Joseph answered. And Mr. Grimble saw 
his face get more red, and the tears rush to his eyes, in 
spite of his trying to keep them down ; but he was a kind 
man, and thought it best to leave him alone ; so he patted 
him on the back, and said, " Never mind, my boy, you 
shall come and help me to hang these pictures up before 
school." 

Joseph was very glad to help Mr. Grimble, and he 
knew he meant to be very kind in taking him with him; 
but he could not help seeing that the football stopped, 
and the boys all watched him, as he walked beside the 
master, and he felt sure, as they went inside the door, he 
heard some begin to sing, 

" Tell-tale-tit, your tongue shall be slit, 
And all the uttle dogs shall have a little bit." 

ITow he was not a " tell-tale," and he did not mean to 
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tell any tales, and he would rather the master had not 
asked him to go with him ; but if he was bound to speak, 
he would not tell a lie. But Mr. Grimble asked him no 
questions, and they went on hanging up the coloured 
pictures the master had brought to shew the boys what 
they read about in the Bible. 

When prayers were over, and the school formed into 
classes, the first and second class went into the class-room, 
where the schoolmaster gave his Bible lesson. As soon 
as they were all seated in the gallery, Mr. Grimble sent 
Joseph Millan to finish hanging the pictures, and then he 
asked what they had been doing to him. They all 
answered, " Nothing." " Why then," he asked, *' would 
you not let him play with you V* 

At first all were silent, but on his repeating the 
question, he added, "Come now, speak up, and let me 
know what it is all about, for you must have some reason, 
and it may be a right one." 

One boy at last took courage and said, " He is a sneak,* 

"A sneak !" said Mr. Grimble, "a sneak is one who 
does a nasty, dirty, mean trick, and then creeps away as 
if he knew nothing about it, and has not the courage to 
face it; like a little dog that conies slily behind and bites 
your heel, and then runs away with his tail between his 
legs, as soon as you turn round to kick him. I hope 
Joseph never does anything like that." 

" No, sir," said Tom Jones, who stood at the top of the 
class, and was a boy who always spoke out like a man, 
" he does not do anything so bad as that; but he spoils the 
play by sticking up if anything is not just and fair; and 
if any boy calls another a bad name, or uses bad words, 
he wants him turned out of the game, or else he will not 
play any more." 

" Yes, and then he goes and sits on the gate till you 
come, sir, that he may tell tales," said George Green, 
" and seem better than the others." 

" We don't like tell-tales," called out three or four boys 
at the back of the gallery, but the master could not see 
who they were. 

Now Joseph was a favourite with the master, because 
he always told the truth, and was always ready with bis 
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lessons, and willing to do a good tura to another boy, or 
to help the master to carry anything to his house, or to do 
up his garden, and he never found him out in any mean 
trick. But that made the boys jealous of him; and they 
thought he told tales to the master about them. 

Mr. Grimble fancied there was soine feeling of the kind 
in the school, and he was not sorry to have it out. As 
Joseph was out of the room, he could speak more freely. 
He assured the class that Joseph had told him no tales, 
that when he asked him what was the matter as he camo 
in at the gate, he gave no answer, and it was only when 
he pressed him that he said, " Some of them did not 
want him to plajr any more." 

'* But," added Mr. Grimble, " Joseph always tells me 
the truth, and will not hide it if I ask him. It is as great 
a sin to hide the truth as to tell a lie ; but he never brings 
me arny tales, and always makes the best of it, when he is 
forced to tell mo what I ask him." 

** It is quite time we now began our Bible lesson," 
said* the master, "and we must talk this over another 
time." 

But Mr. Grimble was not going to pass it over, and he 
chose the chapter out of the Bible which bore most upon 
it. He told the class to find the thirty-seventh chapter of 
Genesis, and to look at their books while he read it to 
them^ which he did slowly and seriously. 

He then told them to close their books, and he went 
over the story they had read in his own words : — 

"Jacob was a large farmer, and had vast flocks of 
sheep and a great deal of cattle, and he lived at Beersheba, 
where Abram and Isaac used to live, in the south of the 
land of Canaan. He had twelve sons, and they were all 
grown up but one, and he was called Benjamin. But 
Benjamin had a brother, the youngest but one, and he 
was called Joseph. These two were the sons of Rachel, 
but none of the others were Bachel's children. She died 
when Benjamin was born, just before this, as Jacob was 
removing to Hebron, and he loved her very much, and 
he never quite got over her death. He was so fond of her, 
he could scarcely bear her two sons out of his sight; so 
Joseph and Benjamin w^re mostly at home. 
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'^ Now Joseph was grown into a young man, and he 
was so like his mother, and he waited on his father and 
walked out with him, and Jacob loved him very much, 
and he always did what his father told him. But his 
brothers were wild, and did not care for their father; and 
when Joseph saw them do wrong he told them of it, for 
it grieved him. And his father gave him a new coat, all 
worked in a pattern with a needle and silk of all kinds 
of colours, and his brothers envied him his fine coat, 
and were very jealous of him, and never said a kind word 
to him. 

** But Joseph was good, and God loved him too ; so one 
night when he was asleep in bed, he had a dream. He 
dreamt it was harvest, and they were all binding up 
sheaves of corn in the field together ; and when he had 
bound up a sheaf and laid it down on the ground, while 
he was getting another ready, the sheaf he had laid down 
stood up by itself on one end ; and then all his brothers' 
sheaves stood up round his, and they all bowed down to it 
His brethren knew what that meant, that he should some 
day be a great man, and they would have to bow down to 
. him, as if he were a king. So they hated him for his 
dreams, and for his words of advice. 

*^ Then he dreamt again, that one night the sun and the 
moon and eleven stars all came out when they saw him, 
and bowed to him. This was so strange, he could not 
help telling his father, as well as his brothers, and his 
father rebuked him, because he thought Joseph was 
getting proud notions into his head; and he said, * Shall 
I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to 
bow down ourselves to thee to the earth,* for Jacob 
thought the sun and moon were meant for him and his 
wife ; but he did not forget the dream." (Gen. xxxviL 
5-11.) 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the matter with Joseph MiUan? Why did Mr. 

Grimble take him to help him ? Wny did he not wish to eo ? 

What did the boys cry as he went ? How did Mr. Grimble find 

out what they meant ? What is a '* sneak " ? What did Joseph 

do ? Was be a sneak ? Did he do wYiat tVie^ ^aid he did ? Why 

djd the master Uko him ? What waa tUeit "BiiXAft \^«»»u liJowswW 



STORIES IIJ,UBTBA.TINO HOLY SCBIITnRE. 



49 



What chapter was it ? Eciw many sons luul Jacob I Where did 

ha live t Who lived there before him I Which were hia £ivoiirit« 
Bona! Whyt Which hia greatest favourital Why! What 
became of Rachel? Where waa she buried! What did Jacob 

SveJoaeiihT Who loved him too t Who hated him I Why? 
ell me hia two dreams. What did they mean ? 



JOSEPK—tmHnwd. 

" Wheee Jacob lived there was no food for hia sheep, for 
they grow grapes all up the hillsides by Hebron, vhich 
Btaads at the bottom of that valley of Esh-col, where the 
spies sent by Moses cut down ' a branch with one cluster 
of grapes ' which it took two men to carry, when it was 
slung on a pole between their shoulders. (Numb. xiii. 23.) 
But bis father Isaac was living there, and he went to be 
near him, for he wa^ very old and quite blindj and when 




HGBKON WITE CATB OF MACHPELAH. 

he died, he and Esau buried him by Abram and Sarah, his 
father and mother, and by the side of bis, -Nif^ BjbV^^&a!&^ 
in the cave of 3fach-pe-iah, which ift uo'w iaftift ■oo&-^«' '^ 
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the town of Hebron; and there Jacob buried his wife 
Leah. 

" So, as there was no food for the sheep at Hebron, nor 
on the hiUs of Judah, and he had very large flocks of 
sheep, he had left them behind him up in the north at 
She-chem, where he used to live, and he left some of his 
sons to tend them. But they had quarrelled with the 
people that lived there, because one of them had insulted 
their sister; so Simeon and Levi killed all the men in 
She-chem; and Jacob was afraid that all the people would 
band together and attack him; and he could not trust 
his sons, because they would do as they liked. 

*' Once all the ten sons were away from home with the 
sheep, and Jacob heard nothing of them, and he got very 
uneasy ; so he sent Joseph to go and see what they were 
doing. He could trust Joseph ; he knew he would not 
do anything wrong, and ho would tell him the. truth 
about his brothers — what they were doing, and how the 
sheep were getting on. So Joseph set off; but it was a 
long walk, and it took him three days. 

" The first day he came to Hebron ; the next night to 
the place where his mother Eachel was^ buried, close to 
Beth-le-hem, and then he passed on by JeiTisalem and 
Hamah (where Samuel lived a long time after this), and 
came the third night to Beth-el, "the house of God," 
where his father Jacob had that dream, and saw angels 
going up a ladder to heaven, and coming down a ladder 
from heaven, carrying up people's prayers to God, and 
bringing down Grod's answers. There was an altar to 
God there, which his father had built when he came back 
from Pa-dan-a-ram. So Joseph slept that night by the altar 
of the 'house of God,' where Jacob had slept when he left 
home by himself; and he felt safe, though he was all by 
himself, because he knew God would take care of himy as 
He had taken care of his father. 

" The next day he went on past Shiloh (where Joshua 
set up the ark) and Le-bo-nah, and then he came to the 
well that his father dug, called now " Jacob's well," in the 
valley below She-chem, where his brothers used to feed 
the Bocka and the cattle ; but he could not find them there, 
and he lay down again by the "weW an^L ^«^\» ^^t^ ^Jaa 
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fourtli night, not knowing where to go next. He little 
thought that very many years after he would be buried 
close by where he slept that night, and where his tomb 
may still be seen. 

**He did not know which way to go when he got up, and 
he wandered about all day seeking his brothers, but he 
could not find them, and he was very lonely by himself. 
At last a man met him, and asked what he was looking 
for, and he said, * I seek my brethren ; tell me, I pray 
thee, where they feed their flocks.' (Gen. xxxvii. 16.) 
And the man told him they were gone from there, for he 
heard them say, ' Let us go to Dothan.' So Joseph set 
off after them. 

" He walked over the shoulder of Mount Ebal, and down 
through thick forests of olive trees, and along the slopes 
of hills rich with corn and vines, in terraces up to their 
very top, past the hill of She-mer, that rises in the middle 
of a fertile plain, and was afterwards the great city of the 
kings of Israel, and then he turned to the left over 
another hill, and came down into the valley that runs by 
the hill of Dothan, where many years after Elisha had a 
house, and there he spied his father's sheep, and found his 
brothers just as it was getting towards evening. 

"But they had seen him come over the last hill with his 
staff in his hand, and they knew him a long way off by 
his coat of many colours, that his father had made for him ; 
and they were vexed at his coming, for they knew he was 
come to look after them, and would tell their father that 
they were not going on well. So they said, * Here comes 
the dreamer, let us kill him and throw him into a pit ; 
there is no one to see us in this lonely place, and there is 
no one to tell of us.' 

But Beuben, who was the eldest, said, 'Kay, don't 
let US kill him and have his blood on our minds, 
but let us put him down into this deep pit, and leave 
him to die.' But he meant to draw Joseph up again 
when his brothers were not there, and to take him safely 
back to his father. The others agreed; so they took 
off his pretty coat and tied him fast witK a. "tor^^^ «xA 
let him down into the deep pit, at tYie ioo^ oi MJcia xqv«^^ 
hill ofDotban. It was a dry well •, \>\\t Wve^ ^^^ ^^"^ ^"'^ 
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him anytUng to eat, though he had beea valkiug all d&f, 
and w&B very tired and hungry ; and this -was bia finb 
night since he left home. 

"Then they sat down on the grass and had their sapper; 
and after supper Eeubeu went out to tend the sheep and 
fold them for the night, and it was hia torn to watch 
them all night. 

" While they were eating their supper they saw a lot t^ 
merchants coming down the valley from Gi-le-ad, the 
other side of the river Jordan, and they had a long train 
of camels loaded with spices, balm, and myrrh, and 
incense, and such like things which they were taking 
dowi " 




BAEQAINIltQ FOR A SLATE. 



"So Judah said, 'What good is there in killing oar 
brother and hiding his death 1 come let na «eU him 
to these merchants, and don't let us \\&, «w hand 
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against him, and have our brother's blood on us.' His 
brothers were content, and they pulled him up by the 
rope, and made a bargain, and sold him for twenty silver 
pieces to the Ishmaelite traders ; and they put him on to 
a camel, and took him on that night and gave him his 
supper. 

" The next morning, when his brothers were gone with 
their flocks on to the hills, Beuben came in to breakfast, and 
he went to the empty well and called out, " Joseph," but 
there was no answer, and when he looked down Joseph 
was gone. So Reuben was very sorry, and went off to 
tell his brothers, for he knew how grieved his father 
would be, and he did not know what to do. But his 
brothers told him they had sold him ; and they took his 
coat and dipped it in the blood of a young goat they had 
killed on purpose, and dragged it in the dirt and tore it. 

" Then they sent it by one of them to Jacob, and said, 
* We found this; is it not the coat you gave to Joseph 1 ' 
And Jacob knew it, and said, ' It is my son's coat, an 
evil beast hath devoured him,' and he wept for him, and 
said he would mourn for him as long as he lived. And 
his sons made pretence to comfort him ; but they never 
told their father he was not dead, and that they had sold 
him. But it served Jacob right, for he had deceived his 
&ther. 

" But the merchants took him all down by the sea, past 
Oaza, and across the desert to the land of Egypt, and 
there they sold the fair little Hebrew boy, with blue 
eyes and yellow hair, to Pot-i-phar, the captain of the 
king's army, and he lived in his house, and became his 
slave. 

"Now, you see," said Mr. Grimble, "Jacob's boys 
thought Joseph was a sneak, and told tales, and they 
bated him, and would not let him go with them; but we 
shall see what sort of a boy he really was as we go on 
with the story; but I think the boys that sold their 
brother, and smeared his coat with blood, to make believe 
he was dead, and let their poor old father cry over him, 
were the great sneaks." — Rev, Canon Ridgway, 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where were Jacob's flocks ? Why were they so for off? Why 
did Jacob send Joseph to them ? How far was it ? Where did he 
find them? What cUd his brothers savwhentheysaw him? What 
did they want to do ? What did Reaben say ? What did he mean ' 
to do ? Who came by when they were at sapper ? Where was 
Benben then ? What did the brothers do with him ? What did 
they do to hide it ? What did they teU their father ? What did 
they think about Joseph ? How were they wrong ? Whom had 
Jacob once deceived ? How was he ponished now ? 



JOSEPH'S BLOOD-STAINED COAT. 

Down aged Jacob's careworn face 

The tears of sorrow flow 
Upoii the blood-stained coat, to trace 

The certainty of woe. 

He rent his clothes, and mourning cried^ 

" I, comfortless, bewail : 
Joseph, my best-beloved child, 

An evil beast has slain." 

Ammergcm Passion Play. 



JOSEPH IN EGYPT {continued). 

Part T. 

" Now," said Mr. Grimble, "we will go on with our story 
of Joseph, and see what he did, when he was all by him- 
self in a strange country, with no one to speak his 
language, and no one to say the prayers he had learnt, 
or who knew anything about the God that had been so 
good to Abram, Isaac, and Jacob." 

The class then turned to the fortieth chapter of 
Genesis, and read how Joseph behaved himself in prison. 
When they had all read, Mr. Grimble told them to shut 
tbeir books, and he read the firBt ftix. -v^tb^^ q^ ^i\i^ \^^^* 
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ninth chapter, which tells us how Joseph grew up into a 
very handsome young man, and became a great favourite 
with his master and mistress and everybody in the house; 
and he still prayed to God, and never forgot that He would 
always be his friend, as He had been to his father and 
grandfather. And God was well pleased with him, and 
made his master more fond of him, till he put him over 
all the servants, made him house steward, and let him 
have the keys of all he had, to look after everything. 

At last he had a trial. His mistress wanted him to do 
what was very wrong; and because he would not, she told 
her husband he had insulted her, and she got poor Joseph 
put into prison. But he knew he had done right, and God 
would love him for it; so he was very happy in prison : 
and the jailor liked him, and let him do as he pleased, 
and look after the other prisoners for him, and they all 
got very fond of him. 

One day two fresh prisoners were brought in by the 
chief captain (Joseph's master), and he told Joseph to look 
after them, and he did. They were two of King Pharaoh's 
servants; one was the head butler, and the other the 
head baker. 

" You have just read what followed," said Mr. Grimble : 
'^ these two had each of them a queer dream that same 
night. Tell me what was the head butler's dream, Tom 
White?" 

" He saw in his dream a vine-tree with three branches, 
and it put out leaves and then blossoms, and then little 
grapes came out in clusters, and they grew till they got 
large and ripe; and he took the grapes and squeezed the 
juice out into the king's cup, that he had in his hand, and 
he took it and gave it to Pharaoh." 

" That is quite right, Tom," said Mr. Grimble ; " but 
what made him tell his dream, William Brown?" 

" Because he looked very sad next morning, thinking 
about it; and Joseph asked what made them both so 
gloomy, and they said it was all about their dreams, as 
they could not tell what they meant." 

" Very well, and what did Joseph say?" 

" He said, it was only God co\xV^ ti^ ^\aJ^ ^\«kss^ 
meant, because He sent them, ani "Vi^ ^k^^^^^^^xoL^a'^iS^. 
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him, and perhaps Gk)d would let him know what He 
meant," answered Job Stiles. 

"Very good, Job; it does not quite say that, but it 
seems to mean very much what you say. Now, Gkorge, 
tell us what Joseph made out of the butler's dream." 

" He said the three branches meant three days ; and in 
three days Pharaoh would take him out of prison, give 
him his place back again, and he should pour out the 
wine and hand the cup to the king, as he used to do." 

" I suppose the butler was pleased with that. Did he 
offer to do anything for Joseph when he got back to his 
place in the palace V* 

" No, sir," answered several voices; " but Joseph asked 
him not to forget him." 

" Yes. * Think on me,' he said, * when it shall be well 
with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and 
make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of 
this house : for, indeed, I was stolen away out of the land 
of the Hebrews, and here also have I done nothing that 
they should put me into the dungeon.' " 

" What was the chief baker's dream, Henry ?" 
'< He had three white baskets on his head, one on the 
top of the other, and in the top basket there were all 
kinds of bakemeats, and he was carrpng them to 
Pharaoh's kitchen; but the birds came and perched on the 
basket and ate them all up." 

" What did Joseph make of that 1" 
" He told him the three baskets were three days too ; 
and on the third day Pharaoh would cut his head off, and 
hang his body on a tree, and the birds would come and 
eat his flesh." 

" When the third day came, what happened, Joshua 
Grimes ?" 

** Pharaoh had the baker and butler up before his 
servants, and he put the butler back in his place^ but be 
hanged the baker." 

"You have left something out, Joshua. What was 
going on that day, that made Pharaoh think of these two 
men?* 
^^He made a great feast for aU Ha aorratifea, and he sent 
for them to it." 
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" So we see that Joseph told them both right about 
their dreams," added Mr. Grimble ; " of course the butler 
thought of Joseph now he was in luck." 

" No, sir," cried all the class, " he forgot all about him 
when he was once out of prison himself." 

" For two full years," said Mr. Grimble, " this ungrate- 
ful man never thought of Joseph, but left him in prison, 
till one day his master, the king, had a dream, and he 
was in a great way about it; and he sent for all the wise 
men in Egypt, and. told them his dream, but they could 
not tell what it meant. 

" Then the butler thought of Joseph, and came and 
told Pharaoh, and he sent for him out of the prison in a 
great hurry; but Joseph shaved himself, and put on his 
best clothes, and came to Pharaoh. Pharaoh told him 
why he had sent for him, because he heard he could tell 
dreams; but Joseph answered, as he had to the servants, 
that it was not in him, but in God, who perhaps might 
give him an answer of peace. Eead the forty-first chapter 
of Genesis and seventeenth verse." 

" * In my dream, behold, I stood upon the brink of the 
nver. 

" What river would that be ?" asked Mr. Gnmble. 

" The Nile." 

" Yes, go on." 

" * And, behold, there came up out of the river seven 
kine.' " 

« What are kine, boys ?" 

" Cows, sir." 

" Quite right. Seven cows came up out of the river, 
'fat-fleshed, and well-favoured.' You know what fat- 
fleshed means — fat, plump, fit for killing; but what is 
well-favoured V* 

" Handsome," said one ; " good-looking," said another ; 
" sleek," said a third. 

"Yes, seven sleek, nice-looking, handsome cows, fattened 
for killing ; andthey fed ina meadow. Eeadthe next verse." 

" * And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, 
poor, and very ill-favoured, and lean-fleshed, suck aa t 
never saw in all the land of Egypt iot V^a^xieea^ ^^ 

'^So there were seven more co'wa, «ka xxtjX"^^ ^^ cJ^^'t^ 
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as they could be — lean, poor, ugly, lanky animals, sach as 
Pharaoh had never seen for badness. What did these 
fourteen cows do % " 

" * The lean and the ill-favoured kine did eat up the 
£rst seven fat kine : and when they had eaten them up, it 
could not be known that they had eaten them ; but they 
were still ill-favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke,"' 

" Yes, these seven poor, lean cows ate up the seven fat 
cows that were grazing in the meadow, and still they 
looked so bad, no one could tell they had eaten anything. 
And then Pharaoh awoke. Was that all he dreamt ?" 

" No, sir, he fell asleep again, and had another dream." 

Part II. 

" Another dream ! let us hear what it was." 

'' ' I saw in my dream, and behold seven ears came up 
in one stalk, full and good.' " 

" Seven ears of what ? ' ' 

" Of com, sir." 

"Yes of com of some kind; but what is meant by 
* came up,' did they come up out of the river, like the 
cows, do you think 1" 

" No, sir, they grew out of the ground." 

" Quite right, we say things cotm up, when we inean 
they just shoot out of the ground. Go on, William 
White." 

" * And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted 
with the east wind, sprang up after them ; and the thin 
ears devoured the seven good ears.' " 

" Why, this seems the same as the other : seven 
good ears of corn grew out of one stalk, as seven good 
cows came out of one river : and seven thin, withered, 
dried up ears came after them, and ate up the seven good, 
plump ears." 

" Please, sir, how could the ears of com eat one another; 
they have got no mouths ? " 

" I do not think the thin cows could eat the £%t ones," 
said Job Stiles. 

^^Did yon never dream aTi7t\mi^ qa ^xxxm^ as that? 
Save yon never dreamt about on© i^TaoTi^wa3i^«CL\Hk\i!» 
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changed all at once into another? Have you never 
fancied yourself tumbling down from a very great height, 
and never getting to the bottom ?" 

" Yes, but I never dreamt about ears of com eating." 

" Well one thing is as unlikely as the other. We do 
dream things that are very impossible. But now let us 
see what Joseph said about them. He gave it all as God's 
message ijp the king.'' 

"'The dream of Pharaoh is one. God hath shewed 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good kine 
are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: 
the dream is one. And the seven thin and ill-favoured 
kine that came up after them are seven years ; and the 
seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven 
years of famine. 

" * Behold, there come seven years of great plenty 
thi*oughout all the land of Egypt; and there shall arise 
afiber them seven years of famine: and all the plenty 
shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt : and the famine 
shall consume the land : and the plenty shall not be known 
in the land by reason of that famine following, for it shall 
be very grievous : and for that the dream was doubled 
unto Pharaoh twice it is because the dream is established 
by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.' " 

" What were the seven cows and seven ears of com?" 

" Seven years." 

" And what were the good cows and good corn V* 

" Seven years of great plenty." 

"Yes, years of very good harvests, plenty of com, 
plenty of fodder for cattle, so that they all got fat; and 
plenty of cheap meat and cheap bread. What, then, was 
meant by the iMn kine and thin ears eating up the good 
ones V 

" TbAt the seven years' scarcity and bad harvests would 
eat up all that had been grown in the good years." 

"A lifctle more than that. The seven years of bad 
harvests would be so very bad, that all that could be 
saved in the good years would not be enough to feed the 
people, and they would still look thin, and half-starved, 
when they had eaten it all. 

'' Why do yon think God shewed "P\v^T«jciV \i^iox^«sA- 
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what He was going to do? Was He very fond of 
Pharaoh ? '[ 

" Yes, sir," said some. 

" No," said others. 

" It was to save Joseph, and get him out of prison," 
said William White. 

" That is near the mark, Willie," answered Mr. Grimble. 
"We must not think that God hated Pharaoh; but He 
was going to bring a famine upon their land to make them 
know that there was a God who made things grow : be- 
cause they thought it was the River Nile watering the 
ground, and the hot sun drawing up the plants, that gave 
them such good crops; so they used to worship the Nile 
and the sun; and there was quite a large city of priests 
and temples, called the * City of the Sun.' But now 
Joseph was living there : he did not worship these false 
gods, but the true God, and God made all he did to pros- 
per, and brought him out of prison, and gave him favour 
with the king, so that he put him into a very high situa- 
tion, where he could do a great deal of good, and save the 
lives of his father and his brothers. What did Joseph 
advise Pharaoh to dol" 

" To look for a man discreet and wise, and set him over 
the land." 

" What do you mean by discreet, George ?" 

« Clever, sir." 

" No, not quite. What do you say, Henry V* 

" I don't know, sir." 

" Any one, tell me what discreet means ?" 

" Prudent, said Job." 

" Prudent will do ; but think what you mean by dia- 
cem : it is to look at things and see the difference 
between one and another : so a woman says of David, ' As 
an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good 
and bad.' A discreet man, then, is one who discerns what is 
good and what is bad, who sees just the right thing to do. 
So Joseph advises Pharaoh to look out for a man who was 
wise, and would just see the right thing to do in very 
bad times. A jtirdi-cums man, we should say. Well I 
what did Pharaoh do 1" 
*'He choae Joseph," all said al oiice. 



STORIES ILLUSTRATING HOLT SCRIPTURE. 



61 



'< Yes ! Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find 
such a one as this is^ a man in whom the Spirit of God is? 
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, * For-as-much as God hath 
shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise 
as thou art : thou shalt be over my house, and according 
to thy word shall all my people be ruled ; only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of 
Egypt.' And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, 
and put it upon Joseph's hand." 

" Why did he give his ring to Joseph, do you think 1" 

'* He made him a present, to shew he liked him," said 
Tom Harris. 

" No, it was not that. The ring was what Pharaoh 
used to seal all his laws and orders. You know how all 
Acts of Par-lia-ment have to be signed by our Queen, and 
the Great Seal of England put upon them. Kings used 
to be good fighters more than good scholars, and they 
could not write much, so they only sealed these laws; 
and they do so still in Egypt : the king or his officers do 
not sign their names, but they dip a seal in ink and 
stamp it on the paper. So Pharaoh gave Joseph his seal 
to use as he liked, and Joseph stamped Pharaoh's name 
to what he wrote, or whatever order he gave, without 
Laving to ask the king every time. His giving him the 
rbg shewed he had set him over all the land of EgyptJ* 





^f 
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" Look in the book of Esther, and you will find that the 
king said to Mordecai, ' Write ye also for the Jews, as 
it liketh you, in the king's name, and seal it with the 
king's ring : for the writing which is written in the king's 
name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no man re- 
verse.' (Esther viii. 8.) 

" * And he arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and 
put a gold chain about his neck: andli^ TtvaA^^i^s^HA'^^^ 
in the second chaiiot which he had •, «L\id>i\i€r3 cinaWsfe^sst^ 



62 STDBIES ILLVBTfiATIHQ HOLT BCBIPTUBK 

Iiim, Bow the knee; and he made him rulet over all the 

land of Egypt,' 

" Now, tell me what you mean by ' mra/yed him in 
vestwres of fine Unen,'" Mr. Grimble said, as he finished 
reading the forty-fiist chapter. 

" Put fine clothes on him, sir," 

" That is quite right. He put fine clothea on him, but 
they were linen ; bo what colour would they be V 

" White." 

"Yea, white like a shirt; but does it mean here a 
white shirt)" 

"Yes, sir, because.he had got hia prison clothes on." 

" No, you are wrong there, Sam ; you have forgotten 
that he shaved himself, and diatiged his raiment, and oama 
in unto Pharaoh." 

" I don't know what it was, sir," said several voices; 
" please to tell us, air." 

"Look at this picture, and see how I^yptians are 
dressed. The poorest people wear a sort of smock-frock, 
ill' a coarse stuff, like sa^ng, grey and hlaok stripes 




Suva's DBBSS. 



Those of high rank wore a white robe of very fine linen, 
hanging down to the ground, and with wide sleeves, and a 
white girdle round the -waist. 
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" Then," Mr. Grimble went on to say, " he had the 
second best carriage for Joseph always to ride in ; and 
some servants ran on in front of the carriage, calling out 
to the people to make way, and bow down before Joseph as 
he passed: because they do not take off their hats as we 
do; but they stoop down, and make a very low bow." 

JRev, Canon Eidgioay, 

NoTBS. — A slave is one taken prisoner in war, or bought with 
money, as the negroes were. A fellah is a native Egyptian 
peasant. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is Genesis xl. about ? What sort of a looking man was 
Joseph ? How was he liked ? What position did his master give 
him ? Who took a fancy to him ? What happened to Joseph be- 
cause of it? Was he rightly sent to prison? Who bore false 
witness against him? What other prisoners were there? Who 
sent them? Who was to look after them? Who told him? 
What did that shew ? What did the butler dream ? What did it 
mean ? Who said so ? How did he know ? What did the baker 
dream ? What did it mean ? Which came true ? How ? When ? 
What favour did Joseph ask of the butler ? What did he do for 
Joseph? How long after? What made him think of Joseph? 
What were Pharaoh's dreams ? What did Joseph say they meant ? 
What did he advise? Whom did Pharaoh set to do it ? Whv ? 
What does discreet mean? What did Pharaoh put on Joseph? 
Why did he give him a ring ? What is meant by bowing before 
him? 



SUBMISSION. 

O LoRP, my best desire fulfil, 

And help me to resign 
Life, health, and comfort to thy will, 

And make thy pleasure mine. 

Why should I shrink at thy command, 
Whose love forbids my fears ? 

Or tremble at the gracious hand 
That wipes away my tears ? 

No, rather let me freely yield 
What most I prize to thee ; 

Who never hast a good "wi^M^Ad, 
Or wilt withhold from Tt\e. 
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Thy favour, all my journey through, 
Thou art engaged to grant ; 

What else I want, or think I do, 
'Tis better still to want. 

Wisdom and mercy guide my way ; 

Shall I resist them both ? 
A poor blind creature of a day, 

And crushed before the moth ! 

But ah ! my inward spirit cries. 
Still bind me to thy sway ; 

Else the next cloud that veils the skies 
Drives all these thoughts away. 

Cowper, 



THE FAMINE IN EGYPT. 

When Mr. Grimble had placed his boys in the gallery, 
he asked whether they thought Joseph "told tales;" but 
they were all silent. 

" Think, boys," he said; " he used to tell his father the 
truth when he sent him to see how his brothers were 
going on; he told them when they did wrong, and he 
told them his dreams. So, when he was in Egypt, ho was 
just as true about the baker as he was about the butler, 
and he was not afraid to tell him he would be killed by 
Pharaoh in three days, just as he told Pharaoh there 
would be seven years' famine : but he got put into prison 
because he would not do wrong, and he told his mistress 
that she was wrong. We ought to call this standing 
up for what was true and right against what was false 
and wrong, not * sneaking * and * tale-telling,* 

" But we shall see more how Joseph behaved when he 
was tried ; to-day we must read the rest of chapter xli, 
and then we shall learn what sort of a ruler Joseph 
made. 

" How old was Joseph when he was set over Egypt ?" 

*' Thirty years old, sir," all the boys answered. 
^'I only want one \>oy to wivwerj' ULt. ^tocM^^ 
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reminded them. " Tell me, then, William "White, what 
was the first thing Joseph did in his new office." 
He gathered up all the food of the seven years." 
No, that was not the first thing. What did he do as 
soon as Pharaoh set him over the country, hefwt ike seven 
years began?" 

No answer, and no hands were held up. 

" Read the latter half of the forty-sixth vei-se : — 

" ' And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, 
and went throughout all the land of Egypt.' 

" What was the first thing he did V* 

" He went out from the presence of Pharaoh," answered 
George. 

" Well, of courae, he did not stand there in front of 
Pharaoh all the rest of his life ; because he was wise and 
discreet, and the king had set him to do something. 
What did he do r 

" He went throughout all the land of Egypt," answered 
Tom. 

"Quite right, Tom," said Mr. Grimble. "Had ho 
ever been through the land before 1" 

" No, sir." 

" No, he had lived in Canaan first, and then was kept 
in the house of Pot-i-phar, looking after the house, and 
next, more than two years in prison. He knew nothing 
about the land he had to govern ; so the^rir^ thing he did 
was to go through all the land and see what it was like ; 
what grew in it ; how much the people would want to live 
upon, and where he could store away the rest. 

" Then he began each year to store up corn. Where 
did he store it r' 

" In the cities, sir." 

" Yes, in the cities ; but what did he store in each city ? 
Look at verse forty-eight." 

" * The food of the field, which was round about every 
city, laid he up in the same,' " replied Job Stiles. 

" And so, you see, he saved labour by taking the corn 
out of the fields, and putting it into big barns in the 
nearest cities ; and then he had it just where it would be 
wanted when the bad harvests came •. \\» "^oxA^ \i^ v«^ ^^ 
the cities, where people could buy it. 
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" How mucli com did he stow away V* 

" Ever so much," cried out Johnny Green. 

" Yes, Johnny, ever so much," said Mr. Grimble, 
smiling ; " but just read the forty-ninth verse." 

" ' And Joseph gathered com as the sand of the sea, 
very much, until he left numbering ; for it was without 
number.' " 

"Now, Johnny, tell me how much he stowed away. 
Shut your book." 

" As much as the sand of the sea." 

" Could you count the sand of the sea V* 

" No, sir." 

" No. Did Joseph count the corn V* 

" He counted it at first ; but there was so much, he left 
off counting." 

" What does it mean," asked Mr. Grimble, " when it 
says, it was vjithout number ? " 

"Too much for any one to count," answered Henry 
White. 

"Yes, without number means the same as numberless; 
and we say things are numberless when they are too 
many, or come on too fast for us to count them," Mr. 
Grimble explained. 

" Well, it would seem," continued Mr. Grimble, " that 
Joseph had laid up com enough for the seven bad years. 
Let us see if it was so. Go on reading verse fifty-five, 
Joseph Millan." 

" * When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people 
cried to Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh said unto all the 
Egyptians, Go imto Joseph ; what he saith to you, do. 
And the famine was over all the face of the earth : and 
Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the 
Egyptians ; and the famine waxed sore in the land.' " 
" What is that, waoced sore? What does that mean V* 
" Got very bad," answered Joseph. 
"Yes, grew very bad; but sore means something 
different to bad. An apple may be bad, but not sore; 
and a boy may be a bad boy, but we should not say he 
was a sore boy. What is a sore on your hand or leg ?" 
'*A bad place, sir." 
'' Fes, a bad place ; but wlay do ^oxjl^-^ \\»\a ^oteT^ 
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^' Please, sir, because it hurts bo" said Johnnj Green. 

*^ That is it, Johnny. It is a sore because it hurts, 
gives you pain. Now, then, what does it mean by the 
famine being sore ?" 

" It gave the people pain," answered Tom White. 

" Have you never felt the pains of hunger V* 

" Yes, sir." 

" Well, if you could not get anything to eat, because 
there was a famine, and all was eaten up, the pain of 
hunger would get very sore; and that was what they 
felt in Egypt. But was there a famine anywhere else 
besides ?" 

" Yes, sir ; it was over all the face of the earth," said 
WiUiam White. 

'^ Let us read on then : ' And all countries came into 
Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn, because that the famine 
was so sore in all lands.' 

" The famine was sore in all lands. Now, can you tell 
mo why the corn Joseph had laid by was not enough for 
the people in Egypt V* 

" Because all countries came to Joseph to buy corn," 
Joseph Millan replied. 

" Yes. Egypt could not grow corn enough for all other 
countries ; but it has always grown more than it wanted, 
and has sold some to other lands, and that is what Joseph 
did. When the people had no more money, then he gave 
them com, and they gave up their cattle ; and the next 
year he bought their land of them for food, and at last he 
bought the people themselves, and they all belonged to 
Pharaoh." 

QUESTIONS. 

How old was Joseph ? What was the first thing he did ? Why 
did he do that ? Where had he lived before ? What did he do 
next? Where did he store the com? Why? How much com 
did he stow away ? What is meant by * * without number ? '* What 
is waxed sore? Why does it say the famine waxed sore ? Why 
was there not com enough for the people? What did they give 
Joseph for it? 
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THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNOR 

When the Class aasembled again for the Bible Lesson, 
Mr. Grimble took a book from his pockety and read the 
following story : — 

The palace of Zaphnath, Governor of Egypt, was one of 
the most splendid in the capital city of Memphis. It was 
approached by a lofty gateway, consisting of two blocks 
of solid stone, sloping gradually towards the top, where 
they were crossed by a third slab, crowned with the figure 
of a sphinx, the whole being richly carved with groups 
of men and horses. 

On entering the first courtyard, which was approached 
through a pillared portico, there were seen to the right 
and left the inner walls of the principal apartments, 
adorned with the same elaborate sculptures displayed on 
the piers of the entrance-gate. 

In the centre stood an obelisk, used as a sun-dial; and 
immediately beyond it an isolated apartment, designed for 
the reception of guests or strangers. In the wall beyond 
this were three doors, leading to the central court — ^a large 
enclosure planted with trees, and adorned with statuary. 

This was the place which the viceroy and his family fi'e* 
quented during the warmer months, and which was usually 
selected for any grand ceremony, such as a state banquet, 
or a wedding, or the like. In sultry weather curtains and 
awnings were so arranged as to keep off the burning heat 
of the sun; while slaves, by means of fans, made from 
the wings of birds, and other contrivances, produced an 
artificial circulation of air. 

Right and left of this central court lay two others 
of smaller size, into which the kitchens and other apart- 
ments, appropriated to the domestics, opened. The whole 
had been a present made by Os-ir«ta-seu, the reigning 
monarch, to his favourite minister a few years before; 
and had been decorated by the latter with the richest 
carvings and other works of art, to shew his appreciatiou 
of his sovereign's gift. 

In the inner court of the mansion^ one morning, rather 
more than serenteen hundred ye?w» \>^iox^ ^^ cwoasi!^ 
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of Christ, there was considerable commotion, caused, it 
would seem, by some theft, the perpetration of which had 
recently been discovered, though its author was still 
unknown. 

" It is gone, I tell you," said one of the domestics, who 
by the richness of his attire seemed to be a person of some 
consequence. " The case which contained it was care- 
fully bolted and sealed by mine own hand, after the ban- 
quet yesterday. But some one hath penetrated to my 
chamber, and hath torn the seal away from the lid of the 
chest. The cup hath disappeared along with it." 

" Hath my lord been apprised of the theft V* inquired 
another. ** There is none of his possessions which he 
valueth more than that cup. It was, if I remember right, 
a present from the Pharaoh himself." 

" Surely he hath been told, O Suphis," returned the 
speaker: "the loss was no sooner discovered than I 
apprised him of it." 

" And what said he thereupon ?" inquired Suphis. 

" He made neither comment nor inquiry ; but straight- 
way sent for Haran, his steward, and despatched him 
with a guard of soldiers on some secret errand. Doubt- 
less he suspects some one, though whom I know not." 

" But I can conjecture," observed another, who had 
been listening attentively to what was passing. "He 
hath despatched Haran in pursuit of the strangers who 
feasted with him yesterday. They left the palace an 
hour after daybreak this morning, and cannot yet have 
proceeded many miles on their journey. Doubtless Haran 
and his horsemen have overtaken them ere this." 

"The strangers from the land of Canaan, meanest 
thou ? " inquired the cup-bearer in some surprise. 
" Surely it is impossible that they can be the robbers. 
How should they gain admission to my chamber, which 
is carefully secured? or even to the court into which 
the chamber opens ? Nay, they quitted the palace, as I 
myself beheld, immediately after the conclusion of the 
banquet yesterday, and before the cup was replaced in 
its receptacle. Nor were they re-admltted «.lt«r««s^ 
within the palace gate. Whoever m^L^ \i^ ^^ ^Oc^s^^^^ 
^y Bureljr cannot by possibility \>e gaiXty '' 
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"Nevertheless, Phanes is right, I think," observed 
Suphis ; " for I noticed that the soldiers took the road 
leading to the northward of the city, which is the one by 
which the strangers travelled. For my part, I marvel 
that my lord should shew such hospitality to these 
foreigners, whose nation and whose calling alike are 
an abomination to every true Eg3rptian.** 

"Yea," said Phanes. "But my lord himself is no 
Egyptian by birth ; and I have heard it surmised that 
he is himself the countryman of these Canaanites. The 
extraordinary kindness which he shewed them yesterday 
might well be taken as a confirmation of the rumour." 

"No man knoweth his origin," remarked the cup- 
bearer. " So far thou art right. But that he is the 
fellow-countryman of these Canaanites may hardly be; 
or, if such be the case, he must have come to this land 
when a mere youth, for I know those who can remember 
him more than twenty years ago, when he was chief 
domestic in the house of the captain of the guard; and my 
lord hath not as yet, I judge, attained his fortieth year." 

" True," said Phanes : " he was consigned by his 
master to prison for some offence, the nature of which 
was never known ; and there he remained, as I' have 
heard, for many years. Truly, the change in his fortunes 
was a strange one." 

" Did he not discover a great secret, which had much 
distressed the mind of 'Pharaoh V* inquired Suphis. 

" Something of the kind," replied Phanes. " The king 
had dreamed a dream which caused him sore perplexity, 
and the diviners were summoned to his palace to expound 
it to him. Skilful as they were beyond all men in dis- 
covering the hidden meanings which are conveyed in the 
visions of the night, and often as they had expounded 
those of the Pharaoh himself, they at once declared, 
not only their inability to interpret the dream which the 
king related to them, but added, that no mode of divina- 
tion, with which they were acquainted, would afford a 
solution. Our sovereign master was sorely troubled at 
this reply ; and presently, when one of his court remem- 
bered that a youth, who had been \i\a MVyw -^Tva^uer on 
one occasioD, bad correctly iinfoVded to "Viydcl ^^ \sis»xcai5|^ 
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of a dream, as mysterious in his judgment as that of the 
Pharaoh himself, the latter eagedy caught at the hope 
thus suggested. 

" The youth was sent for. I was at that time one of 
the royal household, and saw all. There was some 
delay, notwithstanding the king's impatience; for the 
prisoner had not only to be taken from his dungeon, 
but to be duly prepared and arrayed in a fitting dress. 
But when at length he did enter, a murmur of surprise 
and admiration ran through the presence chamber. Our 
noble master was then, I judge, about thirty years of age, 
in the very prime of health and vigour. Thou knowest 
how the grace of his figure and the beauty of his features 
have won the admiration of all men; but. never, methinks, 
did he appear to such advantage as on that day." 

''And he expounded the meaning of the Pharaoh's 
dream V* inquired Suphia 

" He did," replied Phanes. " "Without pause or deliber- 
ation, even as though he was reading off an inscription 
from a papyrus leaf, did he explain the whole to the 
king. When he had concluded there was a second 
murmur of applause, which even the presence of the 
Pharaoh could not suppress. On that very day he was 
raised to the station he now holds, which none have ever 
filled more worthily. I myself saw the royal signet 
delivered into his hands, the white robe placed on his 
shoulders, and his neck encircled with a golden chain, 
to denote that none, save the Pharaoh himself, was of 
higher dignity in the land." 

" Truly, thou sayest well," said the cup-bearer. " His 
word is life and death in Egypt; and, methinks, since 
he hath been raised to such a height, and permitted to 
marry the daughter of one of the highest nobles in 
the land, it were folly to speculate on the origin from 
whence he may have sprung." 

" Ay," observed Suphis : " the day of our lord's maniage 
was yet more marked by magnificence than that of his 
investiture. I remember the whole city seemed ablaze 
with his nuptial torches; and the wedding feast which 
followed was the most sumptuous that hath been held in 
I^pt, save that of the king \i\msfc\i, ^\y.\.\\s«^\ -^V^ 
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is that at the enter gate 1 By the life of the king, and 
that of Zaphnath his servant, it is Haran and the horse- 
men ! Doubtless he must have overtaken the strangers, 
or he would not have returned so soon." 

This conjecture was soon proved to be correct, by the 
entrance of the steward into the outer court, followed by 
some twenty of the governor's guard. Between them 
walked the strangers, eleven in number, evidently in the 
deepest dejection, with their garments rent, and dust 
sprinkled on their heads. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was ZaphnatVs palace like ? Where was it ? How many 
years before Christ was this ? What had been lost ? Who gave 
it to Zaphnath ? What did Zaphnath say about the theft ? What 
did he do ? Who were the strangers ? Why was there no sus- 
picion of them? Why were they " an abomination ? '* Why might 
Zaphnath take them? How old was Zaphnath? How had he 
risen to be governor? "What was Pharaoh like? Who was 
Haran ? For what had he been sent? Whom did he bring back ? 



THE EGYPTIAN G0Y:RR^0R— {continued). 

" Welcome, Haran," said the cup-bearer. " Hast thou 
found my lord's cup in the possession of these strangers V* 

" Yea," replied the steward : " it was hidden in the 
sack of the youngest of the prisoners yonder, who, like 
the others, protested his innocence stoutly, until he was 
dumbfoundered by the discovery." 

"Man, man," exclaimed the person pointed out — a 
youth about five and twenty years of age, whose appear- 
ance, notwithstanding the trying position in which he was 
placed, was singularly pleasing — "I know nothing of 
the cup. By the God of my fathers, whom I serve, I 
have never in my life seen it until it was drawn forth 
from my sack 1" 

"Doubtless," remarked the cup-bearer, with an in- 
credulous laugh, as he resumed the custody of the 
precious article, the loss of wbicki Yi^d. co^^ Vvvcel «o much 
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anxiety; "but thou must persuade my lord Zaphuath 
of that, not me. And truly if thou escapest the scourge, 
"wherewith he is wont to punish thieves, thou must be 
clever indeed." 

" Is my lord still within ?" inquired Haran. 

" He is alone in his summer parlour," replied Suphis, 
■who was the chamberlain of the household. " He hath 
tarried at home, as I deem, for the express purpose of 
seeing and questioning the prisoners. I will go straight- 
way and apprise him of their capture." 

In a few minutes he returned, and bidding Haran 
and his prisoners follow him, ushered them into the 
reception chamber, which, as has before been said, stood 
in the centre of the first courtyard, and was the ordinary 
place in Egyptian houses into which visitors of whatso- 
ever rank were introduced. 

It was an oblong building, perhaps five and twenty feet 
long, supported by columns, and enclosed with panelling 
in the lower parts, this latter being ornamented with 
designs executed in rich and elaborate colouring. Two 
of the principal groups, executed, it was said, after the 
governor's own instruction, represented — the one a corn- 
field with sheaves prostrate on the ground round one 
which was placed upright in the midst; and the other, 
the sun, moon, and stars, surrounding in like fashion a 
youth who stood in the centre of the panel. Overhead 
were splendid banners, with a great variety of devices, and 
the whole surmounted by an awning. 

At the farther end, near to a door leading to the 
interior of the mansion, was a lofty seat for the governor, 
who had not yet made his appearance when the party 
entered. The guards arranged themselves on either side 
of the door as soon as they had passed the threshold, 
while Haran and the chamberlain went forward to 
receive their master. This arrangement allowed the 
prisoners a short interval in which to converse together. 

" It is even as I told him, I assure thee," exclaimed 
the youth who had been charged with the theft. " By 
the God of Abraham our father, I know noug;ht of t\v^ 
cup ! Wilt tbou not believe me, "Re\x\ieT\, to^ VcofCafcx'^'' 
Yea, I believe thee," answered "Rev^HieTL ^c^ota^i 



ft 



74 STORIES ItLUSTBATINO HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

" An enemy hatli done this — ^tbe same "wbo strove on a 
former occasion to do us a like mischief. But ye knov 
what I have already said respecting this matter. The 
hand of God is upon us for our merciless dealing with 
our brother Joseph all those years ago. Even as we 
betrayed him, hath another betrayed us ; as we sold him 
into bondage, even so shall we be sold into bondage 
ourselves." 

" Nay," said another, " but the steward speaks of the 
penalty attaching to him only in whose sack the cup was 
found." 

"And that," said one of the elder brothers, whose 
name was Judah, " and that was Benjamin's, our fathei^s 
best beloved. Which of us would dare to return, and 
tell him his youngest-bom, Joseph's own brother, was a 
slave for life in the land of Egypt ? Better that the 
governor should make bondsmen of us all — yea, better 
that he put us all to death — than that we return without 
our youngest brother. It remaineth only that we humble 
ourselves before him, and entreat him to spare us all, or 
subject us to one common punishment." 

Further speech was checked by the appearance of the 
viceroy, who, preceded by his chamberlain and other 
great officers, entered the apartment, and took his seat 
on the chair of state. He was a man of a singularly 
noble aspect. His features, which were modelled after 
the highest type of intellectual beauty, wore an expression 
of sweetness and gentleness such as is rarely beheld in 
so exalted a station ; while his figure, stately and well 
proportioned, was arrayed in robes of rich but sober 
magnificence. As soon as he had heard the statement of 
his steward, he called on the strangers for their defence ; 
and they, mindful of Judah's advice, prostrated themselves 
on the ground before him, confessing that they could offer 
no defence, but were ready to become his bond-servants, 
in expiation of their offence, if he required it. 

" Nay," said the governor, " that were more than jus- 
tice demands. He only of you in whose possession the 
cup was found " — as he spoke his eye rested on Benjamin 
— ^^ shall be so dealt with. Ye, tlaa x^«fc, wt^ fcee to depart 
liomewarda/' 
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^* Ohi not S0| my lord/' said Judah, rising as he spoke^ 
and moving to the foot of the throne. Then in a tone 
trembling with earnestness, and in words which the 
urgency of his affection rendered eloquent, he spoke of 
the desolate old age of his father, and his deep love for 
the yonth whom the governor now proposed to retain in 
bondage in Egypt "The youth's brother, the chief 
solace of the old man's declining years," he said, "had 
by a fatal chance been taken from him many years ago, 
and if he should be deprived of this one also, it would 
bring his gray hairs down to the grave in sorrow. How 
shall I go up to my father ?" were his concluding words, 
as he once more bent his knee to the ground — "How 
shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me ? 
lest peradventure I see the evil which shall come on my 
father !" 

The Egyptians who stood round listened to this speech, 
which they but imperfectly understood, with a feeling 
partly of pity, partly of contempt. But the demeanour 
of the governor soon attracted and absorbed their atten- 
tion. Petty and commonplace as the affair in hand 
seemed to be, he was evidently affected by some strange 
and deep emotion. His eye wandered over the prostrate 
group before him to the panels of the chamber, on which 
the bending sheaves and the sun, moon, and stars were 
depicted. He twice collected himself as if about to speak, 
and twice desisted, unable to proceed. At length rising 
and waving his hand, he commanded all but the strangers 
to quit the presence chamber. 

Scarce had the door closed behind them, than he started 
from his seat, traversed the chamber with a hasty step, 
until he reached the spot where the supposed culprit 
was still kneeling, and there burst into emotion so loud 
and passionate that the room re-echoed with his sobs. 
Wondering and alarmed, the brothers rose from the 
ground, and stood in a confused group before him, 
waiting in fear and disquietude the issue of this strange 
scene. Then at length Zaphnath gathered sufficient 
self-command to control his voice, and the words broke 
from hiB lips, "I am Joseplil DoWi tcv^ i^^^'t ^^ 
liver— Hev. H O. Adams. 
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QUESTIONS. 

What had Haran found? Where? What did the accused 
say ? Where was the reception chamber ? How large was it f 
What two scenes were painted on the walls ? Where have you 
read about them ? What did the accused then say ? To whom 
did he speak? What did Reuben answer? What did they fear ? 
Why ? Who was the culprit ? What did Judah advise ? What 
was the viceroy like ? What is a viceroy ? Where did he sit ? 
What defence did they make? What judgment did he give? 
What did Judah plead ? Why did not the Ejgyptians understand 
it? What effect had it on the viceroy? What did he order? 
What did he do ? Who was he ? 



MOSES. 



The sons of Jacob were all dead long ago^ and Joseph 
was forgotten. It was more than two hundred years 
since they first came to Egypt; just as long in their 
history as the present time is since Charles II. came back 
from exile in our history, and was crowned king on Royal 
Oak-day, 

A new set of kings was on the throne, just as we 
have had the House of Hanover. He was still called 
" Pharaoh," but that only meant "king;** it was not his 
name; he was "the Pharaoh or King of Egypt," just 
as the Emperor of Russia is the " Caesar" or " Czar." 

This Pharaoh and his family knew nothing of all 
Joseph had done : it was too long ago; and it was all for- 
gotten, and there were no histories for him to read about 
it. But he found a very great many people living in the 
best part of the land, close by the hill, who had customs 
of their own, talked another language, and held a different 
religion. They were all shepherds, and the £^|yptian8 
hated shepherds. 

There was one day in the week when they wonld not 

work, but his people worked all days alike, except there 

was some great feast. Then some animals they would 

not eat So they lived aW. to V^iemw^-^rea^ «sA \3m»r 

numbers got greater and greatevj, \.\\\. V\i«^ "^^t^ «b ^^;tA^% 
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people; and he was afraid, if a war came, they might 
join his enemies and fight against him. 

To try and keep them down, he let them have no 
rights, but made them like slaves, set them to labour in 
gangs on public works, like convicts. Some made bricks, 
and some hewed stone out of the quarries, and others 
built those great pyramids that have stood till now, and 
others built cities for JPharaoh. The harder he made 
them work the more they increased in numbers, till he 
ordered every boy that was born to be drowned. 

One boy was born about this time, who was so beauti- 
ful that his mother could not part with him, and she hid 
him in the house for three months ; but he grew so fast 
and became so strong that she could not keep him quiet, 
and she was afraid it would be found out, so she put 
him in one of the round baskets they carried their things 
to market in, a basket made of rushes, and she daubed it 
over with pitch to keep out the water, and put the little 
boy in it, and covered it over with some twigs, laced 
across it, so that he could not jump out, and laid* some 
leaves over him to keep off the sun. 

Very early one morning, before it was daylight, she 
carried him herself on her head to the side of the river, and 
her eldest little girl ran by her side; and when they came 
to the river they found a nice shady spot, where they 
knew the great ladies from Pharaoh's palace used to come 
and bathe; so they put down the little child there, on the 
edge of the water, and they tied the basket fast to the 
root of a tree, so that it would not float away, and they 
drew some of the reeds a little over it to hide it. 

Then the mother looked up towards heaven and 
prayed to the »God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
God of their father Joseph, that had watched over him 
in a strange land and brought him out of prison, to 
look down with the eyes of His mercy upon the little 
infant, and touch the hearts of some of the ladies that 
came to bathe, that they might take him up and save 
him alive. Then she set her little girl in the bushes 
close by, where she could watch what became of him, 
and drive off any beast that migbt com^ \^ \i^\:\£L\^cssv^ 
and ebe pulled the branches over "hex, eo ^i^cv^^ ^^ ^^-siS.^. 
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not be seen; and then she kissed the little baby, and 
walked away as fast as she oould, for lier heart was full, 
and she shut herself in her house and wept. 

Eev, Canon Ridgway, 

Note.— Koyal Oak Day was the 20th of May, so called from 
Charles IL hiding himself in an oak tree after the battle of 
Worcester, in which ho was defeated. 

QUESTIONS. 

How many years had passed since Jacob went into Egypt? 
Who was kmg? What does ** Pharaoh'' mean? Was this the 
same Pharaoh as knew Joseph ? Why could he not read aboat 
it ? Where did Jacob's descendants Uve ? What was their trade ? 
What queer customs had they ? Who hated them ? Of what was 
Pharaoh afraid ? Why ? What did he do to keep them down ? 
What boy was saved? Why did his mother save him? How 
long did she hide him ? Why could she not hide him any longer ? 
What did she do with him then ? What is an ark of bulrushes ? 
Where did she put him ? Whom did she set to watch ? Who 
came there ? What for ? Who were with her ? What did the 
mother pray ? Where did she go ? What did she do when at 
home ?. What was her name ? Who was her husband ? 



CONTENTMENT. 

Fierce passions discompose the mind^ 

As tempests vex the sea; 
But calm content and peace we find 

When, Lord, we turn to thee. 

In vain by reason and by rule 

We try to bend the will; 
For none but in the Saviour's school 

Can learn the heavenly skill. 

Since at His feet my soul has sate^ 
His gracious words to hear^ 

Contented with my present state, 
I cast on Him my care. 

" Art thou a sinner, soul ?" he said, 
*' Then how canst thou complain ? 
How Ught thy troubles l[iQtQ ^ '^^\^<&^ 
With everlasting pain. \ 
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" If thou of murmuriug wouldst be cured, 

Compare thy griefs with mine ; 
Think what my love for thee endured, 

And thou wilt not repine. 

*' 'Tis I appoint thy daily lot, 

And I do all things well; 
Thou soon shalt leave this wretched spot, 

And rise with me to dwell. 

" In life my grace shall strength supply, 

Proportioned to thy day ; 
At death thou [still] shalt find me nigh. 

To wipe thy tears away." 

Thus I, who once my wretched days 

In vain repinings spent, 
Taught in my Saviour's school of grace, 

Have learnt to be content. 

Cowper. 



MOSES— (con«mi*ec?). 

Life in Egypt. 

When Mr. Grimble had his Class before him again, he 
continued the life of Moses ; and we will read it in his 
own words : — 

" You will not find much about Moses," said Mr; 
Grimble, " in the Book of Exodus, till he is sent by God 
to deliver the Israelites ; but he was then eighty years old, 
so that we have scarcely any record of quite two-thirds of 
his life. 

"I want this morning to gather up what fragments 
we can glean from other sources, so as to make as com- 
plete a life as we can of Moses, and I shall have to tell 
you, perhaps, some things which we can only get from 
Jewish tradition ; but I will not go farther in that direc- 
tion than what seema to be borne o\it \>7 \iYC&& ^^\i. Nis^ 
in the Bible or in bia subsequent hiatoxy. 
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'^ You will understand that the name by which he is 
known to us was not his real name, but that by which he 
was generally called by the Egyptians. * Moses' (or Mousa, 
as it would be in their language) means either ' the found- 
ling ' or * out of the water.' 

'' The Jewish writers tell us that his father called him 
Joachin, and that Pharaoh's daughter gave him the Egyp- 
tian name Osiris. But through all history he is stamped 
on our memories by that which marks his providential 
presei'vation by Pharaoh's daughter, Mceris. 

" We have two other veiy short accounts of him," Mr. 
Grimble continued, " besides that which is written by him- 
self in the Book of Exodus. These two are— one by St. 
Stephen in Acts vil, the other by St. Paul in Hebrews xi. 
Open your Bibles, and read Acts vii. 17. Begin, Joseph." 

" But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which 
God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multi- 
plied in Egypt, 

" Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph : 
• " The same dealt subtilely with our kindred, and evU- 
entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their young 
children, to the end they might not live. 

" In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding 
fair, and nouiished up in his father's house three months : 

*' And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took 
him up, and nourished him for her own son. 

''And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 

" And when he was full forty years old, it came into 
his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 

" And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended 
him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the 
Egyptian : 

" For he supposed his brethren would have understood 
how that God by his hand would deliver them ; but they 
understood not. 

" And the next day he shewed himself unto them as 
they strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, 
Sirs, ye are brethren ; why do ye wrong one to anotberl 

^^But he that did his neigbibour ^Jton^thrwat him awayj 
saying, Who made thee a ruler and a ^wd^'^ on^x \\&\ 
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** Wilt thou kill me, as thou didst the Egyptian yes- 
terday f 

^* Then fled Moses at this sa3dng, and was a stranger in 
the land oif Madian, where he begat two sons/' 

" That will do. Now turn to Hebrews xi. 23-27. You 
read, George.*' 

'* By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three 
monthisi of his parents, because they saw he was a proper 
child ; and they were not afraid of the king's command- 
ment. 

*^ By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter ; 

" Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
€U>d, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; 

*' Esteeming tbe reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt ; for he had respect unto the re- 
compence of the reward. 

'^ By &ith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king : for he endured, as seeing him who is in- 
visible." 

"That, is enough," said Mr. Grimble. "Now, close 
your books, and let us see what we can gather from 
those two passages, which we should not find out from 
Exodus. 

" First, both of them tell us that the reason why his 
parents saved him alive was the beauty of his appearance. 
There was ' a look' about him different to other children. 
Can you tell me anything else you did not know before ? " 

" Yes, sir," cried three or four, with hands up. 

" Tell me one thing." 

" That he was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyp« 
tians." 

" Can you tell me anything else, Tom White ? " 

" He was mighty in words and deeds." 

" Quite right," answered Mr, Grimble ; " now let us 
take one thing at a time. First, he was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians. The Egyptians, I must tell 
you, were the most learned people in the world, and almost 
all learning has come from them. They were great archi- 
tects^ en^neera, and builders. You kno^ ^•erj "W^ *^^ 
rreat pyramids, which are still amonffi&\» ^<^ ^^'^w^ 
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ironders in the world, and carved those beautiful temp! 
on the Nile bo Tei7 curioiiB, that we have thought it woi 
while to carry great pieces of aoulpture from them all t 
way to London, and put them in oar British Museum i 

people to study." 

" When were the pyramidB built, air 1 " asked WillJa 
Brown. 
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" They were built in the times of Mosm, and it is Bai 
he iuvented hydraulic presses, and other machines, to nil 
those big stones so high. But there was another grei 
want in Egypt. What is its one great river ) " 

" The Nile, sir," answered several boya. 

" And how is the country watered, Joshua Grimesf " 

" By the Nile overflowing its banks." 

" Yea," Mr. Orimble said ; " the Nile rises till it bural 
its banks, aud floods all the country round after the see 
is sown, and puts it all under water. Then they have n 
walls or hedges to divide one man's field from another ; s 
when the floods go down they have to stake it out afrea 
into allotments every year. 

" Well, ve are told that Moacs invented that kind c 
loDd-Borveymg and measuring tha,t> we call mewwation 
tuid thttt be was Yerjr clevei at figv^ea. 
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*' What else did you tell me, Job Stiles, that we learn 
about Moses from the Acts ? " 

*^ That he was mighty in words and deeds, sii*," Job 
answered. 

*[ That is what St. Stephen says, certainly ; but I thought 
Moses himself said he was slow of speech. How was that ?'' 

As no answer came from the Class, Mr. Grimble ex- 
plained to them that Moses probably stammered, and 
could not speak quickly ; so " mighty in words " could 
not mean eloquence, but must refer to writing. " You 
know," he said, ** that dumb people, and those who cannot 
speak well in public, are often most studious, and write a 
great deal very cleverly. That is what Moses did, then." 

"WelV continued Mr. Grimble, "it is said that 
Moses was very fond of study, and * was learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians,' and he wrote a great deal ; 
so that his being ' mighty in words ' would mean ' he was 
a great writer.* He is said to have been very fond of all 
kinds of arts and sciences ; and we know that these came 
to Europe from Egypt, first to the Greeks, and then to 
the Komans. Now the Greeks called all arts (painting, 
poetry, music, sculpture) by one word, ' Mousa,* and that 
name was given them in honour of their first great pro- 
moter — viz., ' Mouses.' So we have still in our language 
a remembrance of Moses in the word ' music ' for delight- 
ful sounds, and ' muse ' for poetry. 

"Still there is one more thing ; what is that, Henry V* 

« He was mighty in deeds, sir." 

" Yes, and I am afmid I cannot tell you much about 
his deeds ; but we know two things — viz., that he was 
brought up as the ' son of Pharaoh's daughter,' and that 
he refused to be called * the son of Pharaoh's daughter ' — 
i.A, the king's grandson ; so I suppose it was a title that 
meant he was heir-apparent to the throne of Egypt. We 
know, too, that God chose him to be king and com- 
mander of 600,000 slaves and all their families, and to lead 
them out as a colony, without any army or bodyguard to 
defend him or enforce his authority; so he must have been 
trained to command an army and to govern a nation. 

"Now," continued Mr. Grimble, "t\i^t^ \&^ UaA3iivXK«tv 
(mwd, I only t^U it you aa I sTfiowH arepwt \\^aAwV^s«x.$^v 
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that Moses was commander-iu-cliief of Pharaoh's army, 
and made a successful warfiure against the Ethiopians^ 
built a capital city there, which he called after Pharaoh's 
daughter, Meroe, and it is well known in history. All 
this seems likely for one brought up as the king's grand- 
son for forty years. What happened at the end of those 
forty years 1 " 

"He refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter." 

" Quite right ; but why, George 9 " 

" Because he chose rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season, esteeming reproach for Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt." 

" Let us see what this means. If you turn to Aots 
vii 23, you will find that he took it into his head one 
day to go and visit his own people, and found them 
greatly oppressed. Seeing one of them ill-treated by aa 
Eg3rptian, he defended him and killed the Egyptian. 

" But it would seem he had to take his choice (for it 
IB said he chose) between enjoyment of the treasures of 
Egypt with the pleasures of sin, and the suffering of 
affliction, with reproach, amongst the people of God. So, 
you see, he felt he could only enjoy the treasures of 
Egypt and the pleasures of the court by doing what was 
sinful ; and by giving them up, he suffered reproach for 
Christ. 

" Well," said Mr. Grimble, " this seems to agree with 
the tradition I have told you, — that he might have been 
heir to the throne : so all the treasures of Egypt would 
have been his ; but, then, he must become an Egyptian^ 
and give up all thoughts of God, and all hope of a faith 
in Christ. He chose the latter, renounced the crown, and 
threw in his lot with the slaves. But why did he leave 
them]" 

"Because they accused him of murder, and thrust 
him off" 

" That is right j but there was something else. Head 
Heh. xl 27r 
''Not fearing the wrath of ttieldn^?' 
''That will do, Though t^ did ixo^ fear Xltva ^ksc.^^ 
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wrathy you see Pharaoh was very angry with him. To 
what conntry did he go } " 
« To Midian." 

QUESTIONS; 

What part of Moses' life only is given in Exodus ? What was 
his Hehrewname? What his Egyptian? What does "Moses" 
mean? What other records 'have we of Moses? Why did his 
parents save him ? Who tells ns so ? What next thing do they 
tell ns? In what were Egyptians learned f Give some examples. 
What is Moses said to have invented ? How is Egypt watered ? 
What difficulty does that canse? How did Moses correct it? 
How was he "mighty. in words?" What word do we cet 
from his name ? How was it got ? In what sort of deeds was ne 
mighty ? From whom was Meroe called ? What y/as Moses' 
position in the palace ? Why did he give it up ? What sin did it 
mvolve ? Why did he not stay with his own people ? Where 
did he go? 



MOSES— (con^mMo^). 

The Bubnikg Bush. 

"Tell me," said Mr. Grimble next day, "into what 
three parts Moses' life is divided by St. Stephen." 

" His life in Egypt, his life in Midian, and " 

" Yes, quite right ; but where was he the rest of his 
life?" 

*' In the wilderness, sir," several replied at once. 

" Yes j and each of these was a period of forty years. 
Forty years he lived in Pharaoh's palace j forty more in 
Midian, — in whose house ? " 

" Jethro's, sir." 

" Forty years in Jethro's house. What did he do during 
those years ? " 

" He fed Jethro's sheep," said Tom Harris. 

" Very good, Tom. And then, the last forty years he 
led the Israelites out of Egypt and through the wilderness 
of Sinai. 

" Now, let ns see what happened to "hm ^Jti'e^i^* T&sr« 
did he get to know Jethro ? 
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^' He sat down by a well, and two young women came 
there with their father's flocks to drink ; and they could 
not roll away the stone that shut up the mouth of the 
well : but had to wait till some men came to roll it 
away." 

" Yes. Water is very scarce there^ and must not be 
wasted; so the well was covered up, and it was only 
opened by some men appointed on purpose to take care of 
the water, and to let them have it only when they were 
all there ready, and then only for a fixed time. Well, 
what did Moses doT' 

'* He moved the stone, drew the water, and gave the 
sheep enough to drink." 

" Well, and what did the women do ? " 

** They went and told their father, and he sent them to 
fetch him ; and so he staid there with Jethro, and became 
his shepherd." 

" Whom did he marry 1 " 

" Zipporah, one of Jethro's daughters." 

" What happened to him after he had been there forty 
years 1 " 

" One day he took the flocks a good way off to get 
pasture, and went right round behind the mountain, 
where Jethro lived, till he came to Mount Horeb." 

" What did he see on Mount Horeb, Joseph ? " 

" He saw a bush burning with fire." 

" Yes ; it was all over ablaze : but it did not bum ; 
not a leaf was dried up ; but it was as green as ever. Do 
you know what tree it was ? " 

" No, sir," said Job. 

" What is that wilderness called, George ? " 

" Wilderness of Sin, sir." 

" That is quite right. Wilderness of Sin. Why is it 
called so ? " 

" Because the Israelites sinned there." 

" No, that is not the reason. It was called so before 
they sinned. What is the name of the mountain where 
God gave them the commandments ? " 

" Mount Sinai, sir." 

''Yes J and Sin is only Bhort fox Siaat. It is the 
ivildeiiieaa of SINAI. But it got i\» uwcoft itom ^\\\KNft 
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ahmb, called " sineh," or lama, as ve ctill it. Yoa 
'kaotr «hat aenna is, Euid Benua tea ) " 

"Newty, bitter stuff, sir." 

"WeU, 80 it it, 'William; but it has a small green 
leaf, like an acacia ; and it grows in this wildemeas. Now 
it was a senna tree that was blazing when Moses got 
there] and he saw it did not look a bit the worse for the 




Same ; so after watching it some time, he went up the 
mountaia to see this strange eight. Then a voice came 
out of the flame ; and what did it say ! " 

" Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where 
thon standest is holy ground." 

" Whose voice was it \ " 

" God's voice." 

"Yes; the voice of 'Jehovah/ 'Jah,' the great 
*Iam;' and what did God tell Moses to do)" 

" To go and ask Pharaoh to let the Israelites go." 

" Who was to go with him ) " 

" His brother Aaron, sir." 

" What miracle did God shew Moses ! " 

" He put his shepherd's crook down, aaii.'t.^'amis^^siii 
a serpent," 
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in nooks and comers small knots were assembled, Wbo 
spoke in low tones of the fearfnl ruin that had been brought 
on the trade and harvests of Egypt by the l^te visitations^ 
especially by that of the locusts ; or, gathering still more 
closely together, of strange sights and fearful sounds—* 
of the hissing of serpents, mingled, as it seemed, with the 
roarings of wild animals, heard through those long hours 
of darkness, which had smitten all with nameless terror; 
and some, it was currently reported, had actually died of 
fright. 

" Yet, to my mind,'' said one of the guests, speaking 
under his breath, '^the most unaccountable of all these 
wonders is what I learn from one of my slaves, that the 
houses of these Hebrews were exempt throughout from 
the fearful darkness." 

" Yea," remarked another, in an equally cautious tone, 
" I am told they passed the entire time in festivity and 
rejoicing. Not a family among them but is even now 
preparing its own special banquet. Doubtless, whatsoever 
the Pharaoh doeth is right; yet may we hope that he 
will permit this accursed nation to go forth, and trouble 
us no more." 

" They are fully persuaded he will do so," observed a 
third. "They have been for some days past making 
demands for gold and jewels, which they wish to carry 
away with them. For my part, I willingly gave them 
all they asked; yea, and would gladly give treble their 
value, on condition that they would finally depart." 

At this moment it was announced that the feast had 
been served, and the guests took their places at the table. 
But the same disquietude still prevailed. In vain the 
cup-bearer crowned the goblets; and cup after cup was 
drained, in the hope that the wine would dispel the 
general gloom. In vain the musicians played their most 
enlivening strains, and the dancers flew nimbly through 
their evolutions, and the mimes and buflbons plied their 
fantastic merriment. In vain did the Pharaoh himself 
despatch dainties from his own table, sometimes accom- 
7>anied by valuable gifts, to guest after guest, whom he 
beheld languid and dispirited. 
Notbing could really overcomo t\]Le b&<sc^\> '«^<d.TaiSQ& ^i 
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the banqueters. Thothmes was not perhaps altogether 
displeased when a message was brought to him hy his 
chamberlain^ who hesitated and trembled as he delivered 
it, that the two Hebrew leaders who had had so many 
interviews with him now, stood without in obedience to 
his summons. 

A dark frown gathered on the Pharaoh's forehead, but he 
made no further reply than an order that they should enter. 

As the chamberlain retired the lower doors of the hall 
were thrown open, and two servitors entered the chamber 
bearing a sort of bier, on which was stretched what 
seemed to be a human body in its shroud. This well- 
known practice, with which every Egyptian banquet con- 
cluded, of carrying round the figure of a dead man, and 
bidding every guest to apply the lesson to himself, could 
never have become so familiarised by habit, but that a 
sense of awe and uneasiness would pass for a moment 
through the minds of those who beheld it. On the pre- 
sent occasion the temper of the company was such, that 
its appearance hushed in a moment the feeble attempts 
at merriment which had marked the whole progress of 
the banquet. 

As the figure made its solemn round, a dead silence 
prevailed, and many of those present felt a deadly shudder 
pass through their frames. An incident which occurred 
when the circuit of the hall had been half performed 
completed the general discomfiture. As the bearers of 
the bier approached the spot where the eldest son of 
Thothmes, a beautiful youth in the prime of life, was 
reclining, crowned with flowers and lulled by the music 
into a dreamy reverie, the thrilling words, pronounced 
close to his ear, " Remember, thou wilt ere long be 
like unto this !" so startled him that he sprang from his 
couch, and the image of the dead was overthrown on 
the floor. 

A cry of horror broke from the guests, for such a 
miscarriage was accounted ominous in the extreme ; and 
the king, who had witnessed it with a depth of alarm, 
for which he himself could scarcely account, was relieved 
that the entrance of the two Hebrew? c\i\ft^^ ^\^\x»rJ^^*^^^ 
attention of all from the occurrence. 
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'NoTEB.^Thothmea is supposed to have been the king of Egypt 
at that time. Pharaoh is not a man's name, but means ''king.'' 
Mimes are mountebanks. Evolutions are the tnms and twists 
made in dancing. Ominous means nnlucky. Bier — ^The Egyptians 
always had this carried round at their feasts to remind them of 
death, and the bearers kept crying out as they passed, ** Remember, 
you too, will ere long belike this !" 

QUESTIONS. 

Where was the banquet? Why was it held? How long was 
the darkness? Why was it so terrible? Describe the halL 
What guests came? What was Pharaoh's wish? How was it 
fulfilled? Of what did the people talk? Who had not felt the 
darkness ? What were they dom^ ? What was done to make the 
^ests joyful ? Who sought an interview ? What was brought 
m during the feast? Where was it carried? Where did they 
stop? What did they say? What efifect had it? What else 
happened ? What did the people do ? Why ? 



THE MIDNIGHT VISITATION— (con^mwei). 

Dressed in flowing garments of a sombre liue and sim- 
plest character, the unwelcome visitors walked slowly up 
the hall until they stood before the throne of Thothmes, 
whose stern glance they encountered with a calmness 
which at once enraged and perplexed him. A breath- 
less silence fell upon the whole assembly ; for, on the one 
hand, the wrath of the king was dreaded by the Egyptians 
as the deadliest of evils; and on the other, the super- 
natural power which these grim intruders had already 
displayed, rendered them a source of almost equal dis- 
quietude. 

At length the Pharaoh's voice broke the silence. 

^* I have sent for you, bold men, yet once more to hear 
my final decree. Go ye, serve the Lord, only let your 
flocks and herds be stayed; let your little ones also go 
with you." 

Hoj ceased, and the Israelite leader replied with the 
samecalmness which he had evinced throughout : 
^'Tbou must also give xia aacn^cea «ja^ Wxti^wi^^cvTi^ 
tbat/we may sacrifice unto the Xiord. oxxx 0^^^% 0^a <:»^^ 
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shall also go with ns; there shall not a hoof be left 
behind ; for thereof must we take to serve the Lord our 
Qod; and we know not with what we must serve the 
Lord till we come thither." 

The monarch started from his seat, enraged at an 
opposition to which he and his predecessors had been 
little accustomed, and which recent circumstances had 
rendered yet more humiliating. But the calm fearless- 
ness of his visitors awed him unconsciously into silence. 
He resumed his seat, and Moses, who read in his eye his 
still inflexible obstinacy, resumed : 

" Hearken, king, what shall be the penalty if thou 
again, and for the last time, refusest to hearken to the 
commands of the Lord. Hear, and be wise. Thus saith 
the Lord, ' About midnight will I go out into the midst 
of Egypt, and all the first-born in the land of Egypt shall 
die, from the first-bom of the Pharaoh that sitteth upon 
his throne, even unto the first-bom of the maid-servant 
that is behind the mill, and all the first-bom of beasts ; 
and there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 
I^ypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like 
it any more." 

He paused. But Thothmes no longer attempted a reply. 
He listened in gloomy silence, with his eyes fastened on 
the ground; and the speaker, continuing his speech, 
warned him that he could not in any case succeed in 
preventing the escape of the children of Israel, nor even 
prevent his own people from zealously aiding their de- 
parture. Policy, therefore, no less than obedience to the 
divine command, ought at once to induce him to withdraw 
his prohibition, and so escape, for himself and his subjects, 
the judgment which would else certainly overtake them. 

When he had ended, the king still sat silent. The 
recent sufferings which had fallen on himself and his 
people were fresh in his mind, and he could not disguise 
from himself that the same power which had worked 
these strange wonders might be able to fulfil even the 
fearful threat which he had just heard. 

His eye wandered round the hall and lighted on the 
form of hia 80D, who, with the cate\eaa\\^\»Ti«9&^i\iK2>::t\» 
wjucji belonged to his age, had already fcY^Q\»\»^ii ^^ ^"^^ 
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omen which had so alarmed the guests, and was conTers-* 
ing in gay tones with a favourite slave. 

A shudder ran through the monarch's frame. If evil 
should really befall his eldest-born, as this prophet of ill 
had foretold, how heavy would be the blow ! He glanced 
round the hall, and saw that every face was fixed on his, 
with an expression which none could mistake, and that 
look decided him. The indomitable pride of his race, 
and his hard indifference to the sufferings of others, 
brought on by years of self-indulgence, prevailed over 
every better thought. 

" Get thee hence !" he exclaimed, in a voice which 
sounded so hollow and unnatural that those present 
started, as though a stranger had spoken. " Get thee 
hence ! See my face no more, for in that day thou seest 
my face thou shalt die." 

The Hebrew chief paused as he heard him, and looked 
stern and undismayed into the monarch's face. He gath- 
ered his garments round him, as preparing to depart; but 
ere he did so, said in a loud, clear voice, which sounded- 
with fearful significance in the ears of all present, 

" Thou hast spoken well : I will see thy face again no 
more." 

Not a word was heard in reply as he paced slowly 
down the hall, followed by his companion ; nor did any 
presume to arrest or impede his departure. When the 
door had closed behind him no attempt was made to 
resume the semblance of mirth which had hitherto pre- 
vailed. The king himself rose, followed by his son and 
his chief officers, and returned to his own apartments; and 
the others, dispersing in all directions, returned silent and 
disquieted to their homes. 

The evening was already drawing on, for the banquet 
had been protracted for many hours ; and soon the shades 
of night began to gather over the vast city and the mul- 
titudes who dwelt within it. The busy hum of labour 
was stilled, and the echoes of mirth and revelry died away 
as the hours went on. The moon, which that night was 
at the full, rode through the liquid heavens, and myriads 
of stars clustered, bright and spaxkWw^, icoxji^d \t. Deep 
sileucQ and peage sank down ou ^\vQ c\^^ qI Vas>'!^\i^\^^^ 
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Bat at the hour of midnight there suddeuly arose a cry 
so shrill and piercing that the hearts of all who heard it 
died within them. It was echoed from a thousand homes 
by ten thousand voices. One universal chorus of lamenta- 
tion and terror ascended to the skies. Bare-headed, with 
his robe girt below his waist, the Pharaoh knelt by the bed 
on which lay the heir of his kingdom, a stiffened corpse. 

In every home throughout the city, from the palace 
of the noble to the meanest hovel of the slave, the same 
outpouring of anguish was heard. The streets were 
filled with women rushing hither and thither, with bare 
bosom and disordered drees, casting dust and ashes on 
their heads, and uttering wild lamentations — even as the 
hirod mourners were wont to do, but on this night with 
no pretended sorrow. A wailing so bitter and universal 
filled the air as shaH surely never again be heard, until 
the day of the great tribulation, when " all the tribes of 
the earth shall mourn," and the guilty ** shall call on the 
rocks to fall upon them, and on the hills to cover them." 

Meanwhile, the Israelites, who alone had been spared 
amid the general desolation, were marching forth in vast 
and orderly masses through the city gates, where none 
noyr dreamed of ofiering opposition. Enriched with the 
spoils of the Egyptians, and driving before them their 
flocks and herds, with their wives by their sides, and 
carrying or leading their little ones by the hand, they 
made their way through the groups of mourners, each of 
which was absorbed by its own overmastering agony. 
Ere the stricken city and its monarch had roused them- 
selves sufficiently to apprehend what had really passed 
they were far on their way to the land of their deliverance. 

Eev, H. G. Adams. 
QUESTIONS. 

How were the strangers dressed? Why were they feared? 
What did Pharaoh say to them? What did the chief stranger 
answer? What was his name ? What did Pharaoh do? What 
did Moses threaten? What effect did it have on Pharaoh? 
What did he fear? What turned him? What did he say? 
What did Moses do? What did he answer? What followed? 
What was heard at midnight? Whence did it come? Where 
was Pharaoh ? What had happened ? What was to be seen in 
^0 atreeta t 'What were the Israelitea dovu^l N^V^^k \ia.^ '<i^^'^ 
^t t Wher§ w^re they going ? 
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EVENING HTMN, 

Thou art about my patJi, and ahoxU my bed : and apiest outaUmy 

ways. Psalm cxxxnc 2. 

Fatheb ! by thy love and power 
Comes again the evening hoar. 
Light has vanished, labours cease^ 
Weary creatures rest in peace. 
Thou whose genial dews distil 

On the lowliest weed that grows, 
Father, guard our couch from ill. 

Lull thy creatures to respose. 
"We to thee ourselves resign, 
Let our latest thoughts be thine ! 

Saviour ! to thy Father bear 
This our feeble evening prayer ; 
Thou hast seen how oft to-day 
We like sheep have gone astray ; 
Worldly thoughts, and thoughts of pride. 

Wishes to thy Cross untrue, 
Secret faults and undescried, 

Meet thy Spirit-piercing view : 
Blessed Saviour ! yet through thee 
Pray that these may pardoned be. 

Holy Spirit ! breath of balm ! 
Fall on us in evening's calm ; 
Yet awhile, before we sleep. 
We with thee will vigils keep ; 
Lead us on our sins to muse, 

Give us truest penitence. 
Then the love of God infuse, 

Breathing humble confidence ; 
Melt our spirits, mould our will. 
Soften, strengthen, comfort still I 

Blessed Trinity ! be neat 

Through th-^ hours of daxtax^^a 3^x^x \ 
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When the help of man is far, 
Ye more clearly present are ; 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Watch o'er our defenceless head ! 
Let your angels' guardian host 

Keep all evil from our bed, 
Till the flood of morning rays 
Wake us to a song of praise ! 

'*! will lay me down in peace, and take my rest : for it is thon, 
Lord, only that makest me dwell in safety." Psalm iv. 9. 

Tfie GhilcTs Christian Year, 



THE LAST OP THE EGYPTIANS. 

The rays of the setting sun fell upon a sceue, one of the 
strangest which they had ever illuminated. Immediately 
in the foreground rose a lofty chain of mountains, ex- 
tending northward and southward as far as the eye could 
reaoh — unbroken, except by a broad valley in the centre, 
which ran down to the shores of what seemed to be a 
large river or arm of the sea. The width of this could not 
be less than seven or eight miles, and was perhaps more. 
Its surface was dotted with patches of a purplish red 
colour, produced (as was discovered on a nearer approach) 
by numerous reefs of red coral. 

These, as the rays of the declining sun fell full upon 
them, presented so singular an appearance in the landscape 
as to cause, it was said, the name "Red Sea" to be given 
to the entire estuary. On the summit of a small cape 
which projected into the sea on one side of the valley 
stood a temple, which seemed, from the image which 
surmounted it, to be consecrated to Bel; and on the 
opposite side appeared a fort or castle of some kind. In 
the background, beyond the estuary, the outlines of 
another range of mountains were traceable against the 
sky, until they melted away into ttie dia^axia^. 
The whole of tbia valley, or mo\mlaiui A'eii^ ^s^ ^\ssv^p^ 
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be termed, was filled "with countless tents and booths, tlid 
latter of the rudest construction, around which was 
gathered a mixed multitude of men, women, and children 
— so numerous that the eye grew weary of attempting to 
ascertain the limit of the space they occupied. It was as 
though a hundred of the most populous cities of those 
times had sent forth each the whole of her inhabitants, 
to form one enormous assemblage. 

This was in itself a remarkable feature; but on the 
edge of the shore, and in the centre of the ravihe, another 
and still more singular object might be discerned. This 
was a columnar mass of some dark material, towering 
perhaps to the height of several hundred feet, so as to 
be distinctly visible for a long distance in every direction. 
It seemed to be composed of dense cloud or smoke, 
only that no fire appeared from whence it could have 
arisen; and the wind, which blew directly upon it from 
the south, had no effect in dispersing or altering its shape. 
There it stood, motionless and formless, a dark and solid 
mass, which, however, as the light of the sun declined 
was observed to grow faintly luminous. 

Almost half-way down the glen might be seen the tents 
of Moses and Aaron, who themselves were standing on a 
slight eminence, still attired in the dresses in which they 
had entered the hall of Thothmes. Several men who from 
their appearance were persons of distinction among the 
Israelites, were gathered round them ; and the slope of 
the hill beneath was densely crowded by a multitude, 
agitated, as it seemed, by some overwhelming emotion. 

" I tell you it is true," exclaimed one of those who 
stood nearest to the Hebrew chiefs. " One of my own 
tribe and kindred, Zophar, the son of Kimchi, hath just 
entered the camp with the intelligence. His own eye 
hath beheld the Pharaoh marching hitherward with the 
whole militaiy power of his kingdom. He cometh with 
two hundred thousand infantiy, fifty thousand horse, and 
six hundred chariots. How are we to resist such an 
army ? We have in our camp, doubtless, some hundreds 
of thousands of men, but they are none of them trained 
to warfare ; few have either avmour or weapon of offence, 
and they are cumbered w\t\v a cto^^ oi ^^xafcTi ^^d 
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cbildreo. A flook of aheep may as veil hope to restet the 
attack of a herd of wolves, as we to offer effectual reeiBl- 
ance to the armies of Egypt." 

" Fear not," replied the leader, " there will be neither 
attack nor resistance. The Lord God, who bath led us 
safely thns &r, will also deliver ns out of their hands.*' 

" And how ) " persisted the former speaker. " Seeat 
thoa not that, acting under thy commands, we have 
entangled oarselvee in a snare from which there is no 
escape 1 Lo, on either side of us are impassable cbaina of 
moantains ; in our front the waters of the ocean, and in 
our rear, at a distance of scarcely an hour's march, the 
hosts of Egypt Whither are we to fly that we may 
escape their hands t Are we to become as birds, that 
we may flee up the steep precipices of the mountains 1 
or as fishes, that we may traverse the depths of the BcaT 
And lo, yonder I " he suddenly added, pointing with bis 
staff to a low line of hills in the distance, "yonder they 
come, even now ; and our sole hope lies in immediate sub- 
mission and entreaty for pardon." 

As he spoke, the eyes of the vast assembly were turned 
in the direction he indicated, and beheld a sight which 
was, indeed, sufficient to terrify the stoutest heart. On 
the top of the hill, which might have been, perhaps, a mile 




distant from the entrance of the valley, wore seen ndvanc- 
ijig, in meaBured order, vast maaaea ot VnSsai'ut^, 'Ow* 
evening mm dashing liEick from ttieix B^a.t-Vs»&e. mA 
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breastplates through the clouds of dust which partially 
obscured them. 

To them succeeded squadrons of horse, the tall 
helmets of the riders clearly visible above the throng; 
and occasionally, when the wind dispersed for a moment 
the dense atmosphere by which they were shrouded, 
the war-chariots — the most dreaded implements of 
ancient warfare — might be distinguished as they rolled 
onward in a long and orderly array. The very earth 
shook under the approach of the enormous host, and a 
muffled sound of horses' feet, intermingled with the clang 
of trumpets and the roll of drums, came indistinctly on 
the ear. 

A ciy of terror broke from unnumbered voices at the 
sight. Some called aloud to the Lord God to help them 
in this sore strait; others vented their terror in the 
bitterest reproaches against the leaders whom they had 
obeyed so implicitly, and who (as they believed) had be- 
trayed them, or at least given them over to destruction ; 
and others again cried out that instant submission should 
be made to Thothmes, and a promise to return without 
delay to his dominions. 

But the Hebrew chief stood silent and unmoved in the 
midst of the wild storm of confusion that raged about 
him. There was a calm smile upon his features as he 
contemplated the ranks of the Egyptian army ; and so 
powerfully did his demeanour impress the agitated multi- 
tude around him, that when he raised his hand on high, 
as commanding silence, a sudden lull ensued — like that 
which, in the midst of the convulsion of the elements, 
precedes the bursting forth of a volcano. 

" Fear not ! " he exclaimed in a mighty voice, which 
seemed supernaturally aided to reach the most distant 
limits of the terror-stricken crowd. " Fear not ! Stand 
still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew 
to you this day. As for the Egyptians whom ye have 
seen this day, ye shall see them again no more for ever !" 

As he spoke, the dark upright column, which had now 
begun to shed forth a pale lambent light, moved slowly 
£'om the edge of the sea, wlvere \t.\v».^'SiV^ei\A %\»^A^«».^ 
passing through the centre o£ t\ie eivcaxa^^erAi, ^^^\ ^'Jk 
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entrance of the valley with a mass of vapour so dark, as 
completely to shut out the evening light which had hitherto 
periled the skj. 

At the same moment, Moses descended from the 
eminence on which he had been standing, and approach- 
ing the spot where the cloudy column had rested, 
raised his hand with a solemn gesture, and extended it 
over the deep. As he did so, a sudden wind sprung up 
from the east, and swept down with irresistible force 
directly on the spot to which he pointed, tossing the 
waters aside, as the simoom of the desert scatters the 
sand before it. 

Haised violently in a heap on either side, and pre- 
vented from returning to their bed by the continued 
violence of the wind, the waves rolled downwards to the 
right and left, leaving the bed of the sea — in that place 
four or &ve fathoms deep — entirely dry. Then Moses 
signalling to the leading files to follow, moved forward 
through the miraculous pathway thus created ; and they, 
under the spell of his overmastering influence, obeyed 
without hesitation or murmur. Silently, and in compact 
array, they entered that strange defile, passing dryshod 
over the very bed of the ocean, which but an hour before 
would have covered the tallest ship that ever sailed 
upon its waters. 

All night the procession moved on in uninterrupted 
order ; the preternatural darkness caused by the column 
of doud stopping pursuit in the rear, and the sea 
itself protecting them on either flank. When the 
morning at length dawned, the last files of the retiring 
host had already entered the passage, and were slowly 
passing between the masses of foaming water, which the 
wind still prevented from returning to their natural 
position ; while the cloudy pillar, moving once more from 
the station which it had occupied throughout the night, 
followed slowly in the rear. 

NoTX. —iSimoom is a violent Eastern hurricane of hot wind ? 

QUESTIONS. 

What was in -the foreground? What watet "w^j^ ^ 't^^ \<5s5CV 
Why was it called the '* Ked Sea t" 'WYvsAi tenv^'b ^\.wi^\5«5»!t\Cl 
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What was on the opposite side ? What filled the vallev ? What 
sort of people were there ? What was the queer dark mass od 
the edge of the shore ? How high was it ? What did it look 
like at night ? Who stood on an eminence ? Where did you hear 
of them last? What bad news had they heard? In what diffi- 
culty were the i)eople? What did they see coming over the 
mountains ? How far off? What did the people do ? What was 
its effect on Moses ? What did he say ? Wnat did the cloudy 
pillar do? What did Moses do to the sea? What happened? 
Where did Moses lead the ^)eople ? How long did it take them ? 



THE LAST OF THE EGYPTIANS— (con/intied). 

Meanwhile, Moses and his sister Miriam, together with 
Aaron and several of the Hebrew chiefs, had taken up 
their position on a lofty rock, which stood on the farther 
shore of the estuary, and had watched the endless array 
that rolled along at their feet, on its way to the wilderness 
of Shur. Scarce a word was spoken through the long 
watches of the night, the feelings of all present being too 
deeply absorbed by the wonderful deliverance which Grod 
had wrought for His people, to find expression in words. 
It was not until the rays of the rising sun revealed the 
army of the Egyptians following in close pursuit — their 
van scarce a quarter of a mile distant from the Arabian 
shore — that Miriam again broke the silence. 

" My brother ! " she exclaimed, " seest thou that the 
oppressors have ventured to follow our track, as though 
they had resolved that they would not permit the people 
of the Lord to escape them even now 1 Can it be that in 
the face of this crowning display of His Almighty power, 
they will venture to assail us ? " 

"The Lord hath hardened their hearts," replied her 
brother. " Said I not that after this time ye should see 
the Egyptians no more for ever ? Stand firm, and behold 
the vengeance of the Lord. It is even now about to break 
forth." 

Ab he spoke, the sound of Thothmes' trumpets was heard, 
and the leading ranks of the EgyptVaioa cam^\«^vdVj on to 
the attack. The war-chariotBled l\io ^«i7,io\^Qr«^\€lft«^l 
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by the cavalry, with the vast array of foot soldiers 
bringing up the rear. They had advanced so near that 
the war-ciies of the various leaders could be distinguished 
one from another, and even the faces of the soldiers might 
be discerned in the bright rays of the rising sun. 

The pillar of cloud, which had hung close on the rear of 
the retiring Israelites, had now reached the shore. At the 
same moment a storm of rain, mingled with thunder and 
lightning, broke forth with such violence that the earth 
trembled and shook under their feet ; and forked flames, 
like arrows of fire, darting forth from the depths of the 
mysterious column, flashed full in the faces of the 
Egyptian soldiers. 

Terrified at the sight, the horses plunged and dashed 
against each other in wild disorder ; the wheels of the 
chariots were shivered by the collision; and in a few 
moments the path was heaped with a tangled mass of ruin, 
which rendered farther advance impossible. 

Then Moses for the second time raised his arm with the 
same gesture as before, and extended it over the sea. At 
the signal, the wind, which had continued with undi- 
minished violence throughout the entire night, suddenly 
sank into stillness. 

Keleased from the unnatural constraint which had 
80 long been imposed upon them, the waters of the sea 
rushed back with a mighty sweep into the gulf whence 
they had been dislodged. In a moment the whole of the 
Egyptian host was swept away, as easily as the sun 
disperses the morning mists when he arises in his 
strength. 

One wild shriek of despair arose as the waters closed 
upon their prey. Scattered over a wide expanse might 
be seen, for some few minutes, thousands of strong 
swimmers, struggling, notwithstanding the weight of 
their armour and the fury of the boiling waters, to reach 
the shore. 

But the cries grew fainter, and at length ceased alto- 
gether; the surface of the sea settled down once more 
to its former level ; and the sole traces which remained 
o£ the multitudes, which but a few m\tiX5i\«& Xi^'^st^ -nrvsw^ 
speeding onwards in all the pride o£ loSiiXax^ y^'ck^'*''^^'^'^ 
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a few banners and weapons, and scattered corpses, vLicli 
the destroying waters flung ashore, as though Id the very 
wantonness of their yiotory. 

" Alas ! thy words wei-e true, my brother ! " exclaimed 
Miriam, as pale and trembliBg she leaned against a pin- 
nacle of the rock, from the summit of which she had 
witnessed the fearful judgment; "We shall see them 
again no more !" 

" Never again," replied Moaes solemnly. " But we 
must not lament nor tremble. The Lord hath won this 
deliverance for us, and we must celcbi'ate at once His 
mercy and His might. Take thou thy timbrel, Miriam, 




DAHCE WITH TIHBBII& 



my Bister, and lead forth the vii;ginB of onr people to the 
dance. Baise the song, ye sons of Israel, the ransomed 
and redeemed 1 Sing now the Lard b&tli this day fonght 
Jfer Israel, and hath given ua tlie VYctoT^" 
So Mirmm took, her timbrel, wii\e4i(JT0Q.fti6 6jw\igp.\Kn. 
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of her nation to the dance, and the wild and solitary shore 
of Arabia witnessed the solemn rejoicing. And all the 
men of Israel raised with one united voice a chorus of 
thanksgiving and praise. The mighty volume of sound 
rolled fer over the waters of the Red Sea, and was echoed 
back by the mountains of the wilderness. And then the 
people went forward in security and peace; for now, 
indeed, they knew that the words of Moses were true, as 
regarded their Egyptian oppressors, " that they should see 
them again no more for ever." 

Rev. H, C, Adams, 

Note.— 7%M7wfcr— It ia mentioned in Psalm Ixxvii. 18, that a 
thmiderstorm occurred. 

QUESTIONS. 

Where was Moses standing ? Who were with him ? W hy were 
all so quiet ? Who spoke nrst ? What did she say ? How did 
Moses answer? What did they see? What went first ? Where 
was the cloudy pillar ? What came on just then ? Whore were 
the Egyptian soldiers ? What effect did it have on the army and 
the horses ? What happened ? What did Moses do now ? What 
was the effect ? What became of the Egyptians ? What words of 
Moses were thus fulfilled? 



THE WILDERNESS OF LIFE. 

Brethren, I would not that ye should he ignorant how that all our 
fathera were under the cloudf and all passed through the sea ; 
and were aU baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 

1 Cor, X, 1, 2, 

When Israel left the Egyptian's land, 
Through the Red sea they trod, 

The cloud above was brooding o'er, 
The token of their God. 

Then man was fed on angels' food, 

For meat enough He sent ; 
Their drink was of the living Btetewa, 
The rock that Mosea rent. 
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To tbem were ten commandmentB given, 

Their line and coui*se to mark, 
Priests waiting on their guarded way, 

Their guide the holy ark. 

They journeyed to a promised land 

Along a toilsome way, 
They passed through Jordan's parted stream. 

The ark of God their stay. 

A house of bondage we have left, 

Bedcemed from sin and shame, 
By water and the Holy Ghost 

Baptized into Christ's name. 

Our manna is the living bread, 

Which hath come down from heaven, 

The Bock that follows, Christ the Lord, 
From whom our drink is given. 

The ten commandments mark our way, 

And teach us what to shun ; 
And pastors teach the road to heaven. 

As on our course we run. 

Our promised land shall ever last — 

Oh, may our faith be strong ! 
That we may never murmur, sure 

He cannot lead us wrong. 

That so, when we have passed the flood 
This earth and heaven between, 

We find the eternal joy, the bliss 
That eye hath never seen. 

^ Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples : and 
they are written for our admonition, apon whom the ends of 
the world are come.'* 1 Cor. x. 11. 

The GhilcTs Christian Year. 



8I0AIES ILLUSTBATIKG HOLT SCRIPTURE. 107 



THE EED SEA. 

We stand at the weUs of Moses (just opposite to Suez), 
where Miriam is said to have stood with her timbrel in 
her handy and her troop of maidens at her side, to lead 
the hymn of praise to €k>d, when the vast multitude of 
Israel had crossed the sea, and from this place of safety 
saw their enemies drowning in the waves that rolled back 
upon those gigantic hosts of Pharaoh. 

It is a strange spot, a little green tract in the dry white 
plain of sand, like an island in the ocean, shaded by its 
grove of trees, and under their shadow the seventeen wells. 
From it may be seen across the gulf the wide opening in 
the two ranges of mountains up which the children of 
Israel marched ; and on the shore at our feet is the 
landing place, where, when the last foot had been planted, 
and the wonderful rod of Moses was stretched out, the 
waters returned to their bed, and the hosts of Egypt 
wei*e swallowed up. 

- As the whole congregation stood on the little raised 
mound- by those refreshing wells, they could see the range 
of African mountains on the other side of the Ked Sea, 
behind which lay the land of their slavery, where the 
mighty pyramids their hands had reared hid their heads 
in the very clouds, a monument for ever of their hard 
servitude. 

There were the green fields of the land of Goshen, 
watered by the overflow of the Nile, and teeming 
with fertUity. At their feet the coi'pses of their tyrant 
masters strew the beach. Behind them stretched the vast 
plain of sand, hedged in by the white mountain clifls of 
Asia, a silent empty desert, with no trace of life or 
vegetation j but it was all the more joyful to them, for 
it was free to them as the air they breathed, and they 
could wander about, as far as they could see, without 
question, as long as they liked. 

Between these two great continents — that which they 
had left for ever, and that on "wliicYi \\i"e^ Ti"cyw ^\A^^^^"t. 
the £r8t time — rolled the deep blue "WJ««^ ^i ^'^ ^^\»% 
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and flowing tide of an arm of the great Indian ocean^ and 
" the Egyptians whom they had seen yesterday they will 
see them again no more for ever." 

Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Moses and Aaron, 
took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out 
after her with timbrels ; " they danced and leaped with 
joy, as they chanted forth the hymn, ' Sing ye to the Lord, 
for He hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his 
rider hath He thrown into the sea.* " 

And all the congregation of men, standing on the 
height, answered the appeal : " Who is like unto thee, 
Lord, among the gods 1 Who is like thee, glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? Thou 
stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed 
them. Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people 
which thou hasb redeemed : thou hast guided them in 
thy strength unto thy holy habitation." 

The voices of the multitude swelled into a mighty chorus, 
as they shouted for joy, and rolled through that silent 
plain, till they re-echoed from the limestone rocks like peals 
of thunder ; and the echo seemed to be the answer of the 
Most High descending from the courts of heaven, and 
all the people shouted with one voice the final Alleluia, 
for " the Lord shall reign for ever and ever." 

Eev, Canon Ridgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the spot called where Moses and Miriam stood? 
Describe it. How many wells are there ? What can be seen 
from it? What are the pyramids? How long have they been 
built ? Who builfc them ? What lay behind them ? How was 
the sight fearful ? How joyful to them ? What did Miriam 
do ? Who did the same ? What hymn did they sing ? What 
chorus did the people sing ? What did the echo seem to answer ? 



THE TEN COMMANDMENTa 

I. 

I AM THE Lord — and thou shalt serve 

l^one other gods but me ; 
Religion true thou shalt obaerve, 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, 
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II. 

A Jealous God — bow not the knee 

To worship anything but Me. 
Make nothing else your rule of right 

But what is pleasing in my sight. 

HI. 

Thou shalt not take my name in vain — 

Nor swear unlawfully : 
Things holy thou shalt not profane, 

Nor speak irreverently. 

IV. 

Eemember on God's holy day — 

Keep free from worldly care ; 
Abstain from work, devotions pay, 

Thanksgiving, praise, and prayer. 

V. 

Thy parents honour — serve and love, 

And cheeifnlly obey ; 
Then God a Father's love will prove 

And bless you and your way. 

VI. 

Thou shalt not kill — nor vengeance take. 

Nor hate thine enemy; 
Forgive alone for Jesus' sake 

All that have injured thee. 

The same commandment does beside 

Forbid all drunkenness : 
Self-injury and suicide, 

And eating to excess. 

VII. 
Do not COMMIT IMPURITY — 

In thoughts, deeds, words, or looks : 
Beware of evil company, 
And read not dangerous "book^. 
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vin. 

Thou shai/t not steal — nor keep, nor waste, 

Nor cheat in any way : 
Ill-gotten goods restore in haste, 

And lawful debts repay. 

IX. 

False witness thou shalt never bear — 

Nor tell a wilful lie, 
Backbiting, if thou canst, repair, 

Nor speak maliciously. 

X. 

Thou shalt not harbour impure thoughts- 

Nor look with lustful eye ; 
Thou shalt not covet neighbour's goods. 

Nor eye them enviously. 

All this thou dost command, O Lord! 

We cheerfully obey : 
And look to heaven for our reward 

Through all eternity. 



SACRED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND, 

There are not less than six places in the Holy Land 
which were held in high esteem by the Israelites from 
some sacred facts in their history. These were Shechem, 
Bethel, Shiloh, Mamre, Beersheba, and Moriah. Let ns 
see what those facts were. 

I. Shechem. 

About the middle of the country, the great range of 
mountaiDS that runs down from the Lebanon to Hebron 
j'a suddenly cut in two by a narrow ^ot^jb^ Tv>»xi\\i% Ixrwsl 
east to west The northern end oi ^\v\a ^xs^^ Va ULwws^ 
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Ebal, Uie sonthera Moaat Gerizim, aad the gorge between 
them is a mountaiti "pasB," rising up in the middia 
Just at tbis "crown" of the pass, and on the shoulder of 




Mount Genziii) is a town called Nublus This 

nearly the Bite of Shechem (which means t 

first resting-place of Abraham in the promised la&d. 

Here the Lord appeared to him and renewed the 
promise He had made, telling liiia that the land He 
would give him was tiie land in which ho then was, 
saying, "Unto thy seed will I give this Jand" (Gen xii, 
6). You will remember that God before had only told 
him that He would give hira a land that He would ehev 
him (Gen. xii. 1). 

So Abraham built an altar on the spot where God 
appeared to him, and he offered a Baciifi.<;^ u'^vv \^', ^^4. 
then be vent on (because God had not toVi awRVi w^-'C* 
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there) througli that narrow pass into the plain of Moreh, 
and on to the sonth. As Abraham did not come back 
there, the altar was not kept up ; but the Amorites, who 
lived in that place, threw it down ; and when Jacob came 
back from Padan-aram he found the Amorites had taken 
it, so he drove them out " with his sword and with his 
bow " (Gen. xlviii. 22), and built up the altar again, and 
offered up a sacrifice to God for his safe return : and no 
doubt he bought the piece of ground near it of Hamor, 
Shechem's father, and marked out the boundaiy with 
stones, so that it might be kept sacred for ever. 

This piece of ground Jacob, on his death-bed, gave as 
an extra gift to his son Joseph (Gen. xlviiL 22), and there 
Joseph was buried (Josh. xxiv. 32), where his tomb may 
be seen to this day. Here, too, were buried the twelve 
sons of Jacob. 

It was to this holy spot that Joshua led all the children 
of Israel, after they had taken Jericho and Ai ; and there 
they all sacrificed to God, where Abraham had made his 
first offering, and where Jacob offered his thank-offeiing ; 
and Joshua set up twelve large stones on the top of Mount 
Ebal, and on those twelve stones he cut the ten command- 
ments. 

There is a sort of a bend in Mount Ebal, where the 
valley opens out, and just opposite to it there is another 
like it in Mount Gerizim, and these two bends slope up in 
terraces, like steps from the valley up to the tops of the 
mountains. On these terraces the people stood, half on 
one side the valley, half on the other, and then theyTead 
out the law, one side reading all the blessings God pro- 
mised they should have, if they kept it, and the other 
side read all the curses God threatened to those who did 
not keep the law ; first one side read and then the other 
(just as the psalms are read or sung sometimes in churches), 
and then they all said " Amen" at the end of each cursing 
or blessing. 

Now Joshua stood down below by the side of the ark, 

which was set up in the tabernacle under the shade of a 

great oak tree, and all the priests and the elders of each 

tribe stood by him ; and lie set >rp «k «X«vi^ ^-^^^c \.^ \&axk 

the spot where he and the ark anA. \Saa ^^^i^'^et^v %si^ 
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that pillar was to stand there for ever, as a witness to 
remind them of that service, and of their oath that they 
had sworn to keep €k>d'8 law : for, as Joshua said, the 
pillar had heard them swear by that oath. 

So that pillar was much thought of by the people ever 
afterwards ; and in the time of the judges, after Gideon's 
death, his son Abimelech (who was bom at Shechem) got 
the people there to make him king ; and they all met at 
that pillar and made him king, and took an oath to 
serve him. 

While they were having theiir meeting, Jotham (Gideon's 
youngest son) came and stood on the top of Mount 
Gerizim, just above their heads, and spoke a paiuble of the 
trees wanting a king, and then gave them a warning about 
the way they had behaved to Gideon's family ; and when 
he had said it, he ran off along the top of the mountain, 
down the other side and escaped (Judges ix.) ; and soon 
after Abimelech was killed by a woman throwing a piece 
of millstone on his head. 

But there were two other men anointed kings at this 
same pillar — Rehoboam and Jeroboam. After Solomon's 
death all Israel came together to Shechem to elect a king, 
and Behoboam went down from Jerusalem to Shechem 
to meet them. 

And Jeroboam came too, and he was the leader of a 
party, and spoke for them, and tried to make terms with 
Rehoboam. He said, "Thy father made our yoke 
grievous : now, therefore, make thou the grievous service 
of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon 
us, lighter, and we will serve thee." 

Then Rehoboam took three days to consult his friends, 
and he was so foolish as not to take the good advice 
which the old men gave him who used to advise his 
father ; but he followed the advice of the young men ; 
and when Jeroboam and his party came to the pillar on 
the third day, Rehoboam stood under the oak, and 
spoke very roughly to them, treating them as rebels; 
and he said, " Whereas my father did lade you with 
a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father 
hath chastised you with whips j but I will chastise 
yovL with scorpions. So wTaeu aU "V^w^^l ^^'^ ""^^ "^^^^ 
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king hearkened not unto them, the people answered 
the king, saying, What portion have we in David, 
neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse ? To 
your tents, Israel : now, see to thine own house, David. 
So Israel departed unto their tents." 

Then Rehoboam sent his chief man (who was the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and had to do with all the 
taxes), because he was known to the people, and respected 
by them, so that he thought Adoram would persuade them 
to think better of it ; but when they found what he came 
for, they "stoned him with stones, till he died. Therefore 
King Kehoboam made speed to get him to his chariot, to 
flee to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against the house of 
David unto this day," (1 Kings xii.) 

A few days afterwards there was another great meeting 
by the pillar of Shechem, when Jeroboam stood under the 
oak where Eehoboam had stood, and all Israel was there 
(except Judah and Benjamin), and they made Jeroboam 
king of the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel ; and 
only two tribes followed Rehoboam. "Then Jeroboam 
built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt there : " so 
it became the first capital of the kingdom of Israel. 

Exactly one thousand years afterwards, another " Son 
of David," a descendant of Rehoboam, came to that same 
spot, and he had only twelve followers. It had been said 
at His birth, " He shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest : and the Lord shall give unto Him 
the throne of his father David" (Luke i. 32). They had 
come down from Jerusalem, and were walking through 
the land to the sea of Galilee. 

This Son of David was come to unite all Israel 
together, and make the people of all lands into one 
family. He was come to seek and to save that which 
was lost; not to load them with a heavy yoke, but 
crying out, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will refresh you " — " My yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light." It was Jesus of Nazareth who, 
wearied with his journey, sat down'by Jacob's well to rest 
and refresh himself, about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
BDd asked a woman, who came t\ieTe^\.tliher waterpot to 
fetch water for her house, to ^vve Tim V> ^v«^^ 
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He staid in that city two days, and many Samaritans 
believed that He was ''tiie Christ, the Saviour of the world/' 
(John iv.) And here a few years later was founded a 
body of Christians by Philip the deacon, and Peter and 
John went down to confirm them (Acts viii. 14). They 
had not been there since they saw Jesus at Jacob's well 
with the woman. Now they remembered His words, how 
he said to them, " I sent you to reap that whereon ye 
bestowed no labour; other men laboured, and ye are 
entered into their labours " (John iv. 38). 

So Abimelech was the first, and Jesus was the last 
king, that the people acknowledged by Joshua's pillar at 
Shechem. '' He shall reign over the house of Israel 
for ever, and of His kingdom there shall be no end" 
(Luke i 33). Rev, Canon Ridgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

What six places in Canaan were most highly esteemed ? Why ? 
Where was Shechem ? Between what two mountains ? What is 
it now called ? What happened to Abraham here ? What did he 
build there ? Who threw it down, and who rebuilt it ? What else 
did Jacob do there ? To whom did he dve the land ? Who were 
bnried in it ? What did Joshua place there ? When ? What did 
the Israelites do ? Who was chosen king there in the time of the 
judges? Who i^fterwards? What parable was spoken there? 
oy whom? What answer did Eenoboam give there? What 
followed? Who built the city? What " Son of David'* came 
there ? When ? To whom did He talk ? What converts did He 
make ? Who else made converts there ? What apostles visited 
it ? For what purpose ? 



THE DEATH OF MOSES. 

Led by his God on Pisgah's height 
The pilgrim-prophet stood— 

When first fair Canaan blessed his sight. 
And Jordan's crystal flood. 

Behind him lay the desert ground 

His weary feet had trod ; 
Wldle Isr&eYs host encamped atoxxxL^^ 

Still guarded by their God, 
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With joy the aged Moses smiled 

On aU his wanderings past, 
While thus he poured his accents mild 

Upon the mountain blast : 

" I see them all before me now — 

The city and the plain, 
From where bright Jordan's waters flow, 

To yonder boundless main. 

" Oh ! there the lovely promised land 
With milk and honey flows ; 

Now, now my weary, murmuring band 
Shall find their sweet repose. 

" There groves of palm and myrtle spread 

O'er valleys fair and wide ; 
The lofty cedar rears its head 

On every mountain-side. 

" For them the rose of Sharon flings 

Her fragrance o'er the gale ; 
And there the golden lily springs, 

The lily of the vale. 

"Amid the olive's fruitful boughs 

Is heard a song of love. 
For there doth build and breathe her vows 

The gentle turtle-dove. 

" For them shall bloom the clustering vine, 
The fig-tree shed her flowers. 

The citron's golden treasures shine 
From out her greenest bowel's. 

" For them, for them, and not for me — 

Their fruits I may not eat ; 
Not Jordan's stream, nor yon bnght sea, 

Shall lave my pilgrim feet. 

" 'Tis well, 'tis well, my task is done. 

Since Israel's sons are blest : 
Father, receive tby dyVu^ o\ia 
To thine eterual xeft^ V 
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Alone he bade the world farewell/ 

To Qod his spirit fled. 
Now, to your tents, Israel, 

And mourn your prophet dead ! 

Jessie 0. M'Cartee* 



SACRED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND. 

II. Bethel. 

When Abraham left Shechem, still going on towards 
the south, he stopped for a time at Bethel, which is on 
the top of a hill just within sight of Jerusalem, about 
three hours' walk from it. It was only a little more 
than a day's journey from Shechem ; but Abraham with 
all his cattle would go very slowly, stopping to let them 
graze all the way as they went, and only moving on 
when they had eaten up all the pasture where they were. 
There is a waving sort of valley on the east side of 
Bethel, and on the other side of that valley the ground 
rises up to another hill; so Abraham pitched his tent 
on one of these, and all his cattle grazed in the rich 
meadow between them. 

Abraham went up to the top of one hill and built an 
altar there, and called upon the name of the Lord. 
After a time Abraham moved on again, " going on still 
toward the south" (Gen. xii. 9). "And there was a 
famine in the land of Canaan, so that he could not get 
food for his cattle; and he went down into Egypt, and 
staid there till the famine was over." 

Then " Abraham went up out of Egypt, he and his 
wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him," and " he 
went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto 
the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 
between Bethel and Hai, unto the place of the altar which 
he had made there at the first; and there Abraham called 
upon the name of the Lord " (Gen. xiii. 1-4). But there 
was nob food enough now for aW tVi^ ?LociV^ ^\A \i<^\^^^ ^^ 
both Abraham and Lot ; so tbey agce^^ \»c> ^^^^x^^^^&xi^ 
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Lot went down the valley from Hai to the rich plains 
of Jericho and down to Sodom; and Abraham went 
back again southwards to 'Hhe plain of Mamre, which 
is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the Lord ^ 
(Gen. xiii. 18). 

There Abraham staid till Sodom and Gomorrah were 
burnt : then he removed to Beersheba ; and there Isaac 
and Kebekah lived with Esau and Jacob. But when 
Esau threatened to kill Jacob, because he had taken away 
his blessing, and his mother s^nt him away to her brother 
at Padan-aram, Jacob stopped the first night at Bethel. 
It was two loDg days' journey from Beershel^ : and he took 
the stones that lay about, and made a shelter for himself, 
and rested against them, and he laid himself down for the 
night, and fell asleep, for he was tired. 

And he dreamt that famous dream. He saw a ladder 
reaching up to heaven, and angels going up it, and others 
coming down it (carrying up prayers and bringing down 
blessings) ; and above the ladder the Lord was standing, 
receiving the angels and sending them off with fresh 
blessings. 

He spoke to Jacob, and said, " I am the Lord God 
of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaao; the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it and to thy 
seed. And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and 
thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and 
to the north, and to the south : and in thee and in thy 
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, 
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this 
land ; for I will not leave thee until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxyiii. 12-15), 

This was the promise God had made to Abraham on 
that same spot : and it was the same blessing as his father 
Isaac had given him, when he took him the savoury meat. 

But he did not know the place where he lay was the 

place where Abraham had built an altar, and that the 

large stones he had used to build himself a shelter were 

moBt Jikely part of that altar. But the dream made him 

afraid, and he jumped up, saying, " ^wt^'^ >iJ!aa\/stdia in 

this place; and I knew it not" "Tio^ ^x«8^\^\a'CKak 
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I This ia none other bnt the houm of God (Bethel), 
tTiiH JB tha gate of heaven" (Oen. xxviii. 16-22). 

was called Bethel ever aftervtirds : for it used to be 
i Lnz before that. 
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So Jacob made all his household give up the idols they 
had brought with them from Padau-aram, aud he buried 
them all under the oak at Shechem. 

So he built an altar, and called it El-Beth-el, the Ood of 
the house of God : and there he offered a thank-offering 
to God, because He had brought him back to his father's 
house in peace. And God appeared to him again, and 
blessed him, and changed his name to Israel. Then Jacob 
set up a stone pillar in the place where God talked to him, 
and poured a drink-offering upon it, and oil. There De- 
borah, Rebekah's nurse, died, and Jacob buried her under 
an oak, and it became a sacred place for ever. 

Under that same oak, four hundred and thirty years 
later, another Deborah, the wife of Lapidoth, had her 
tent. She was a very wise woman, and the children of 
Israel used to go up to her for judgment, to settle their 
disputes. She sent and called for Barak to that oak, and 
gave him God's message to gather an array at Mount 
Tabor, and fight against Sisera, the captain of Jabin, 
King of Caanan : and on that sacred place, by Jacob's 
altar at Bethel, all the people sang Deborah's hymn of 
praise after the. victory, (Judg. v.) 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the second place where Abraham built an altar? 
Where was it ? Why clidT he stop there ? .How long ? Where 
did he go next ? Why? When did he return? Who were with 
him ? Where did they go ? Why did Lot leave him ? Where 
did he go? Where did Abraham go? How long did he stay 
there ? Who else came to Bethel ? What happened to him there? 
What did God promise ? What did Jacob vow ? Why did he call 
it Bethel ? What does Bethel mean? What was it called before? 
What did Jacob do when he came back ? What did he bury 
there ? What did he offer there ? What blessing did God give 
him ? Who died there ? Who else of the same name lived there? 
What did she do ? What did the people sing there? 
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HOURS OF PRAYER. 
<( Evening, and morning, and at noon-day will I pray. ** 

Down, slothful heart I how darest thou say, 
" Call DOt so oft to pray 1 " 

Behold, the Lord's own bounteous showers 
Keep their appointed hours. 

The forenoon saw the Spirit first 

On orphaned saints in glory burst ; 

At noontide hour Saint Peter saw 
The sheet let down, heavenward all earth to draw ; 
At eventide, when good Cornelius kneeled 
Upon his fasting day, an angel shone revealed. 

Untired is He in mercy's task. 

Then tire not thou to ask. 
He says not, " Yesterday I gave, 

"Wilt thou for ever crave ? " 
He every moment waits to give, 
"Watch thou unwearied to receive. 
Thine hours of prayer upon the cross 
To Him were hours of woe, and shame, and loss ; 
Scourging at mom ; at noon, i)ierced hands and feet ; 
At eve, fierce pains of death for thee He counted 
sweet. 

The blue sky o'er the green earth bends, 

All night the dew descends : 
The green earth to the blue heaven's ray 

Its bosom spreads all day. 
Earth answers heaven : the holy race 
Should answer His unfailing grace. 
Then smile, low world, in spite or scorn, 
We to our God will kneel ere prime of morn ; 
The third, the sixth, the ninth — each Passion hour, — 
We with high praise will keep, as He with gifts of 
power. 

Lyra Iuw)ce»u\A.uw.» 
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SACRED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND. 
IT. Bethel— (con<mt«ec?.) 

When Samtiel was judge, he divided the country into 
distncts, going about from place to place, and sitting at 
certain places to try causes, just as our judges do now at 
assizes; and all people who had any quarrel or dispute 
in the country round about came up to that place for 
Samuel to hear the rights of the case, and settle it. He 
made one court of justice at Bethel, another at Gilgal, 
. and another at Mizpeh; and he went to each of them 
once a year (1 Sam, vii. 16); and it was a favourite place 
for people to offer sacrifices to God. 

When Saul had been anointed by Samuel, and was 
going home, he met "three men going up to God to 
Bethel, one carrying three kids, and another carrying 
three loaves, and another carrying a bottle of wine" 
(1 Sam. X. 3), for an offering to the Lord on Jacob's altar. 

About forty years afterwards, when the Amalekites 
attacked Ziklag and burnt it with fire, and David went 
after them to recover the wives and children of himself 
and his men, he divided the spoils he took from them into 
twelve parts, and the first part he sent to Bethel, as an 
offering to God (1 Sam. xxx. 27). So all the days from 
Abraham to David — z.e., about nine hundred years — ^the 
hill of Bethel was the house of God, and one of the most 
sacred places in the land of Canaan. 

But when Jeroboam set up a kingdom for the ten 
tribes, and they rebelled against Eehoboam, he was afraid 
to let his people go up to Jerusalem to keep the feasts 
three times a year in the temple, lest they should get 
drawn back again into one kingdom, and make peace with 
King Rehoboam. So he ordered them to go to Bethel in- 
stead, and he set up a golden calf by Jacob's altar, and 
he built " a house " of God there, to imitate Solomon's 
temple, and he told the- people that the calf he had made 
was the iikeness of the God that brought them out of 

Se Sxed a great feast day on ftie ^V^ciiJCcL t^i^^ ^vsgpiSa. 
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month (that is^ about the middle of November), instead 
of the passover (which was at the end of March), and he 
made all the people come there : and he sacrificed upon 
the altar, and burnt incense upon it (1 Kings xii. 26-33). 
, One day, when he was burning incense on this altar, 
a man of God came from Judah, and stood and cried, 
*' O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord : Behold, a child 
shall be bom unto the house of David, Josiah by name ; 
and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places 
that burn iucense upon thee, and men's bones shall be 
burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, 
saying, this is the sign which the Lord hath spoken: 
Behold the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are 
upon it shall be poured out/' 

When Jeroboam, who was burning incense on the 
altar, heard this man in the congregation calling out such 
dreadful words, he stopped in his sers'ice, and cried out 
to the people, "Lay hold on him :" and he stretched out 
his arm towards him and pointed to him, and his arm 
became quite stiff and dead, and he could not draw it in 
again, nor move it ; but there it stuck, stretched straight 
out : and at the same minute the altar in front of him 
split from top to bottom, and the ashes fell all around 
upon the floor, and the whole altar tumbled to pieces. 

Then Jeroboam fell on his knees, and said unto the man 
of God, " Entreat now the face of the Lord thy God, 
and pray for me, that my hand maybe restored me again; 
and the man of God besought the Lord, and the king's 
hand was restored him again, and became as it was 
before " (1 Kings xiii.). 

For a little time Jeroboam lost Bethel; for Abijam, 
King of Judah, took it from him ; but they went on 
sacrificing there to the calf after that ; and it was a place 
of worship for the kingdom of Israel; and the golden calf 
which Jeroboam set up remained there all the days of 
the kingdom of Israel. His son Nadab, and Baasha, the 
next king, both sacrificed at Bethel (1 Kings xv. 26, 34); 
even Jehu, who put down the worship of Baal, kept the 
calf at Bethel, and " departed not from the sins of Jero- 
boam, which made Israel to sin" {^ "Km^^ -sl. ^\^, 
In the dajra of Jehoram^ King oi l«c^> "EXv^^ -^^^j^* 
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there tHe day he was taken up into Heaven bj God in a 
chariot of fire ; and at that time there was a college of 
young men, learning to be priests, or prophets. It was 
called " the school of the prophets," and it was one of a 
great many schools set up by Samuel. These *' sons of 
the prophets/' as they are called in the Bible, came out to 
meet Elijah, and they said to Elisha (the young prophet 
that went about with Elijah), " Knowest thou that the 
Lord will take away thy master from thy head to-day ? 
And he said. Yea, I know it, hold ye your peace" 
(2 Kings ii. 3). 

Still the people were not good, though they had these 
prophets there ; and they did not shew much respect to 
the prophets, except Elijah, because he was a big, wild- 
looking man, with his rough hair and long beard, and he 
did such wonderful things. But when the gentle Elisha 
came back without Elijah, with his smooth face and thin 
hair well-combed, the children ran out and jeered at him, 
and all sang out together, *^ Go up, thou bald head ; go 
up, thou bald head." Then God sent two she-bears out 
of the wood, and they caught these rude children, and 
killed forty-two of them (2 Kings ii. 23, 24). 

All along the Lord kept warning the people at 'Bethel 
'* by all the prophets and by all the seers, saying. Turn ye 
from your evil ways, keep my commandments and my 
statutes, according to all the law which I commanded 
your fathers" (2 Kings xvii. 13). But they did not 
listen to them, and they did not obey God ; but they 
went on with their worship of the golden calf. 

There is one book in the Bible that was written at 
Bethel by the prophet Amos, in the reign of Jeroboam IT. 
That book tells us how the people behaved to the prophets, 
for there was one of the priests of the calf there, and he was 
called Amaziah, and he was a great man ; for he was the 
king's chaplain. He does not call Bethel ''the house 
of God," but he calls it "the King's Chapel," and the 
"King's Court," because it was the place where the king 
made the people meet for a grand service once a year, and 
the king went there himself ; and he made the priests, and 
paid them. 
Now Amos was only a simi^Y^ \i^t4ft\sMCtt> ot ^^^^\^ 
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at first, till God told him to go, like the man of God had 
done to the first Jeroboam, and speak out by the altar of 
Bethel -again, and saj, ''Thus saith the Lord, Jeroboam 
shall die bj the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away 
captive out of their own land.'' When Amaziah the 
priest heard him say this, he stood up and answei^d, 
" O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, 
and there eat bread, and pi*ophesy there : but prophesy 
not again any more at Bethel ** (Amos vii. 10-13). 

But it all came to pass. God brought up the king of 
Assyria with a great army : Jeroboam was killed, and 
the people of Israel were all carried away captive out of 
the land God gave them, and were settled beyond Babylon, 
in the heathen country, from which God brought Abraham ; 
and the king of Assyria sent some heathen people from 
that country to live in the good land that God had given 
to Israel. 

But these people knew nothing about God, and they 
began to worship the idols they brought with them ; and 
they were veiy unlucky : nothing went right with them, 
and lions came out of the woods on the mountains and 
ran off with their children; and when the fathers tried to 
kill the lions, and get the children back, the lions turned 
on* them and tore them to pieces. 

Then the people were very frightened : and they sent 
some men off to the king of Assyria to ask him to send 
them a priest of Israel to teach them about God, and how 
to worship Him : for they thought He was angry, and 
sent the lions. 

And the king let one of the priests go back with them, 
and he '' came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how 
they should fear the Lord " (2 Kings xvil 27, 28). But 
they did not give up their idols. They " served God and 
worshipped idols " both together : so true priests and 
false priests, good people and bad people, were all mixed 
together. 

At last the words of the " man of God " came true. 
Josiah, king of Judah, came to 'Hhe altar that was at 
Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, had made; both that altar and Wi^ \i\^^'Mife\N!^ 
bmk^ down, and buroed the b\g\i ijjWe, ^tA ^X.-si.xsi^'^^*^ 
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small to powder, and burned the grove. And he slew 
all the priests of the high places that were there upon 
the altars, and burned men's bones upon them^ and 
returned to Jerusalem " (2 Kings xxiii. 15, 20). 

Eev, Canon Ridgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

What did Samuel do at Bethel? Where else did Samuel hold 
judgment ? What did Sanl see there ? How long was Bethel sacred 
to God ? Who set up an idol there ? What idol was it ? For 
what was it set up ? What change did he make in the feast days? 
Who were his priests? What prophecy was spoken against it? 
Who was the prophet ? Who was to destroy it ? What was the 
sign? What did Jeroboam do? What happened to him ? How 
long was it a place of idol worship ? Who destroyed it ? 

What did Elijah do there? and Elisha? What other prophet 
was there ? In whose reign ? Who was priest then ? What was 
the place called then ? What was done to Amos ? What judg- 
ment came on it? Who lived there srfter the captivity? What 
caused him to be sent ? What sort of worship was there ? 



THE HOUSE OF GOD. 

''And he went into the temple, and began to cast oat them that 
sold therein, and them that bought ; saying unto them. It is 
written, My house is the house of prayer ; but ye have made it a 
den of thieves." — Luke xix.45, 46. 

This is the abode where God doth dwell. 

This is the gate of heaven, 
The shrine of the Invisible, 

The Priest, the Victim given. 

O holy seat, O holy fane, 

Where dwells the Omnipotent, 
Whom the broad world cannot contain. 

Nor heaven's high firmament. 

Here, where the unearthly Guest descends 

To hearts of innocence, 
And sacred love her win^ extend 
Of holiest influence. 
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Let BO unhallowed thought be here 

"Within that sacred door : 
Let nought polluted dare draw near, 

Nor tread the awful floor ; 
Or, lo ! the Aveuger is at hand, 
And at the door doth stand ! 

*< Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor."— Matthew iii. 12. 

The Child! 8 Christian Year, 



SACRED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND. 

III. Shiloh. 

Shiloh {the rest) became the settled spot where the 
tabernacle was set up, after the land was conquered, 
and the camp at Gilgal was broken up. Here the ark 
of the covenant remained from the days of Joshua (Josh, 
xviii. 1) till it was taken by the Philistines in the day 
when Eli died and his two sons were slain (1 Sam. iv. 
4, 11). 

Shiloh is ^'on the north side of Bethel, on the east 
side of the highway that goeth up from Bethel to Shechem, 
and on the south of Lebonah" (Judg. xxL 19). Going 
from Bethel, along the usual road northward to Shechem, 
the traveller turns off to the right, i.0., the east, up a 
narrow valley, which opens into a small uneven plain, 
shut in by a circle of high hills, except where two gorges 
go off at the north end, one to the right, leading down to 
the Jordan, and the other to the left, which runs back 
again to the main road to Shechem, Lebonah lying to the 
left, or west, of that road at some little distance off, but 
very plainly to be seen. 

In that uneven plain there is a small mound or hillock 
rising about the centre, and shaded with trees. Upon 
this the tabernacle stood, and could be seen from all the 
hills around. Going down from this height towards the 
north, we cross a small dip in the plain, and then, cqksva <ycL 
to a. fiat raised platform, the 8ho\]i4ex oi wtoNJsyst \sv^xisA^ 
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which runs on to the hills beyond. On this platform 
there is a fountain and its pool of water, which pours forth 
an abundant stream into a reservoir, large enough to water 
many cattle, and give plenty of water for the service in 
the sanctuary ; and on the rising ground above afe a few 
remains of the old town, and tombs cut in the rocks 
behind, about half a mile from the tabernacle. 

It was in this quiet, solitary plain, away from all the 
main roads, that Joshua gathered all the tribes together 
when the fighting was all over. The Levites brought the 
ark and the tabernacle up that gorge on our right hand, 
and set it up on the liill, under the great oak : the people 
ranged themselves along the plain, and up on the hill- 
sides around it; and the elders of each tribe came forward, 
as Joshua called them ; and then the head of each family 
advanced, one by one, and they drew lots for the country, 
until it was all divided amongst them. 

Then there was a great farewell service in the tabernacle, 
and Eleazar, the son of Aaron, and Ithamar his brother, 
offered sacrifices of peace upon the altar ; and the tribes 
of Keuben and Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh bid 
their brethren farewell; ''so Joshua blessed them and sent 
them away *' to the laud that Moses had given them on 
the other side of Jordan, and they took their share of the 
spoil of their enemies, "very much cattle, with silver and 
with gold, with brass and with iron, and with very mach 
raiment " (J osh. xxii. 6, 8). 

They went off down the valley to the right, that leads to 
the river Jordan; and the rest all took the road that led 
to their own lots, and the priests to the cities that Joshua 
had given them; but Eleazar and his family remained 
with the ark of the Lord at Shiloh to keep it. 

Here all the tribes assembled again very soon after, 
because their brethren of Keuben and Gad and Manasseh 
had set up an altar on a high place by the banks of the 
Jordan, thinking they meant to have a worship of their 
own, and not to come to Shiloh at the great feasts ; but 
when they found they were mistaken, they went home 
a^ain (Josh. xxii. 12). 
It was here that all the trv\iea oajoiQ to aak Gk)d who 
should go up first against "Betijaaciu, -^Yksvi >2!aK^ ^^\^ 
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going to pnniah them, became the; would oot give up the 
wicked men who had killed the coucubiae of the Levite 
from the side of mount Ephraim, wheo he rested with 
her one night at Gibeah, aod Ood told Judah to go up 
fint (Jadg. XX. 18). 
. And Judah went up first j but the BenjamiteB were too 
strong for them, and thejr rushed down the hill and killed 
twentj-two thousand of them. 

Then all the people went back to Shiloh, " and wept 
before the Lord until even, and asked counsel of the 
Lord, eajiDg, Shall I go up again to battle against the 
children of Benjamin, my brother ) And the Lord said, 
Qo up against him " (Judg. Ix. 23). A second time 
tfaef were beaten, and eighteen thousand of them were 
killed ; and again they came back to Shiloh, " and wept, 
and sat there before the Lord, and fasted that day until 




even, and offered burnt offennga and peace offerings before 
the Lord." 

The ark was there in those days, and Phinehas, the sou 
of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it ; and ho 
JD^itired of the Lord for tbem, asking M 'Cft«^ ^is^i^ 
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again go out to battle against Benjamin. '' And tbe Lord 
said, Go up : for to-morrow I will deliver them into 
thine hand" (Judg. xx. 28). So they went up and killed 
twenty-five thousand men, and all the women and chil- 
dren ; only six hundred men escaped and hid themselves; 
and all the tribe of Benjamin was left desolate, and all 
the cities were burnt. And all Israel met again at Mizpeh, 
and swore that none should give his daughter to any 
Benjamite for a wife. 

But after a while they were sorry for that oath, 
oecause one tribe would be lost; so they all came to Shiloh 
again, and sat down " till even before God, and lifted up 
their voices and wept sore" (Judg. xxi. 2). And it came 
to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, and 
built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings." And then they found that the men of Jabesh 
Gilead were not ab Mizpeh when they took the oath ; so 
they sent off 1 2,000 valiant men, and they found 400 
young women there who had not been married, and they 
brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, and they gave 
then! to the Benjamites (Judg. xxi. 8, 10, 12) : but there 
were still 200 without wives. 

Now every year there was a great feast at Shiloh; and 
all the people came up to sacrifice, and the daughters of 
Shiloh came out to dance in dances by the fountain on 
the grassy plain. So they bid these Benjamites to go 
and hide themselves in the vineyards down- the gorge, 
just out of sight of the fountain ; and when they were all 
dancing, then to come out on a sudden, and catch every 
man a wife from the girls as they danced, and go off 
with them to the land of Benjamin, and they did so : and 
they repaired their cities and dwelt in them. 

There was another event that we like to think aboat 
Another man from mount Ephraim, who had two wives, 
used to go with them every year "to worship and to 
sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in Shiloh," (1 Sam i. 2, &c.) 
It was more than 230 years after those people of Israel 
went to ask God whether they should fight against 
Benjamin. The priest was not now Eleazar, but one 
of the family of his younger "bTol\ieT, l\)aa:ai^^,* 

* Smith's Dictionary of the 3ible ; oom^wc^ \ QVx^tx* xxc^^^* 
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It was Eii, an old man, who was both priest and judge; 
and as be " sat upon a seat by a post in the temple of the 
Lord," be saw Hannah (one of the man's wives) pi-aying 
unto the Lord and weeping sora ''She spake in her heart : 
only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard : tliere- 
fore Eli thought she had been drunken/' and he was angry 
with her, till she told him, " I have drunk neither wine 
nor stronff drink, but have poured out my soul before 
the Lord. Then Eli blessed her, and prayed that God 
inigbt grant her i)etition. 

After some years she went again to Shiloh, and a little 
boy with her ; and she took him to the house of the Lord, 
and brought him to Eli That boy was Samuel. 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before 
Eli at Shiloh^ and he opened the doors of the house of the 
Lord in the morning, and shut them at night : and ho 
lighted the lamp of God in the temple on the one side, 
and he placed the shewbread on the table on the other 
side of the altar of incense : and he slept in the priest's 
house. 

It was here in Eli's house, when all was still, and Eli 
and Samuel were laid down to sleep at night, that the 
Lord called the child three times, and told him of the 
wickedness of Eli's sons, and how wrong it was that 
Eli did not restrain them ; and how He would bring a 
punishment on them. And in the morning Eli asked 
him what Ood said : so he told him all, and hid nothing 
from him. 

"And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him. And 
the Lord appeared again in Shiloh : for the Lord revealed 
himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord " 
[1 Sam. iii. 21). 

About twenty-five years after God called Samuel, the 
Philistines came up and robbed all the country ; and the 
people of Israel tried to drive them back, and they could 
Qot, but 4000 of them were killed in battle : so the elders 
sent to Shiloh for the ark ; and Eli let it go, and his two 
sons with it; but neither they nor the ark ever came 
back again.* 

J^owarda evening there ran a tdlwi o\^\» ^i ^Oajb ^iSixss^ 

*^ See the Life of Samud, i^. \^Q, 
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and came to Shiloh, with his clothes rent, and with earth 
upon his head, and when he came into the city and told 
the news all the city cried out. 

And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he asked 
what it meant; and then the man came forward to him, 
and said, '^I fled to-day out of the army. 

'' And he said, What is there done, my son 1 

''And he answered, Israel is fled before the Philistines, 
and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are 
dead, and the ark of God is taken. 

*' When he made mention of the ark, Eli fell from off 
the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck 
brake, and he died " (1 Sam. iv.) ; and when the wife of 
Phinehas heard it she died of grief, and she called her 
little baby that was just bom, ^^ Ichahod, saying, the 
glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of Qod is 
taken." 

The ark was taken by the Philistines to their land : 
but, wherever it went, God smote the people with 
plagues, till they were glad to get rid of it. They 
put it into a new cart, drawn by two cows, whose 
little calves were shut up at home. But the cows 
never minded the calves ; they went straight oS with 
the ark to Beth-shemesh. There the people looked into 
the ark and were struck dead : so they sent it to Kirjath- 
jearim, and there it remained, till David fetched it 
away. (1 Sam. vi., viL) 

Shiloh was still a sacred place in the time of Saul, 
though the ark was gone from it, and Samuel had left it : 
for Ahiah, the great-grandson of Eli, was the acting priest 
in Shiloh, and came to Saul to the camp at Gibeah when 
the garrison of the Philistines was taken by Jonathan 
and his armour-bearer. Ahiah was there in his linen 
ephod ; and Saul told him to fetch the ark of God (which 
was at Gibeah, or KirjcUhrJecmm, till David took it away, 
1 Sam xiv. 18; 2 Sam. vi. 3, 4); but he did not wait for 
it, as the noise in the Philistine camp increased, so that 
Saul hurried down with his men and smote them while 
tbey were all in confuBion. 
For many more yeara t\\e "^eo^^ \iwi\» ^^\ft\ «s^ 
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when Jeroboam's child, Abijah, was dying, he did not 
consult his own priests at Bethel ; but he sent his wife 
to Shiloh to ask Ahijah, the priest, whether he should 
live; and he made his wife disguise herself, that the priest 
might not know who she was. But God told him before 
she came ; and though Ahijah was blind with old age, he 
called out to her, as soon as ho heard the sound of her 
feet at the door, " Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam ; why 
feignest thou thyself to be another 1 for I am sent to 
thee with heavy tidings" (1 Kings xiv. 2, 6). 

But after David had taken mount Sion, and was 
minded to build a temple there, he brought up the ark 
to Jerusalem, and put it in a tent or tabernacle (2 Sam. 
vi. 17; 1 Chron. xv. 1) that he had set up on purpose for 
it, and he arranged priests to perform the service there. 
Then the worship was at Jerusalem at all the great 
feasts ; and the people all went up there to sacrifice three 
times a year. 

Shiloh was not forgotten by the people, and the old 
tabernacle most likely was left there (till Solomon's time), 
and the old altar of burnt-offering; but there were no 
priests, because the people of Israel went to Bethel and 
served idols and other gods. " "When God heard this He 
was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel ; so that He for- 
sook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which He placed 
among men; and delivered his strength into captivity, 
and his glory into the enemy's hand " (Psal. Ixxviii. 59-61). 

Just before the King of Babylon came up with an army 
against Jerusalem, God sent a warning to the people by 
Jeremiah the prophet, and he pointed to the ruins of 
Shiloh, while he foretold the ruin of Solomon's temple, 
because the people would do wickedly and *' walk after 
other gods." 

And Jeremiah stood in the gate of the Lord's house, 
and he spoke thus, " Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of 
Judah, that enter in at these gates to worahip the Lord. 
Go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I 
set my name at the &:st, and see what I did to it for the 
wickedness of my people Israel. And now, because ye 
have done all these works, therefore will I do ^tito thia 
Louse, which is called by my name, TjAi^xwi '^j^Xjtv^^^^'^ 
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unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as 
I have done to Shiloh" (Jer. vii. 2, 12-14). 

Only twelve years after he had spoken these words at 
the gate of the temple, Jerusalem was taken, the walls 
thrown down, the city burnt, and the people all taken 
prisoners to Babylon. Then a few men flocked to Jere- 
miah, and they all went to Mizpah. 

There was no temple at Jerusalem, no tabernacle at 
Shiloh, no altar at Bethel or at Shechem ; but there came 
certain men to them " from Shechem, from Shiloh, and 
from Samaria, even fourscore men, having their beards 
shaven, and their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, 
with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them 
to the house of the Lord" (Jer. xli. 5.) : but even these 
were killed by Ishmael at Mizpah, and their bodies thrown 
into the well ; and Jeremiah and the few men with him 
fled to the "habitation of Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, 
to go to enter into Egypt" (Jer. xli. 17. See also 
« Inns," Book Y., p. 27). 

QUESTIONS. 

Where was Shiloh ? What dees its name mean ? What was 
set up there ? How long was the ark there ? What great gather- 
ing was held there by Joshua ? For what purpose ? What ser- 
vice was held there ? Who officiated ? Which tribes took leave 
of the rest ? Where did they go ? What did they take with 
them ? What made the remaining tribes assemble there again ? 
How was the matter settled ? What caused the next meeting ? 
What had the Benjamites done ? What was the result ? When 
did they come again ? For what ? What oath had the Israelites 
taken ? How did they get out of it ? What annual feast was 
held at Shiloh ? 

What woman prayed there for a son? Who was then the 
priest? To which family did he belong? Who was that son? 
What did his name mean ? What did sne do with him ? What 
vision did he have ? Why did God punish HHi ? How ? Who 
succeeded him 7 Who were Eli's sons ? What sort of men were 
they ? How were they punished ? What became of the ark ? 
Who came to Ahijah at Shiloh ? For what ? What made Shiloh 
decline 7 What is the last time we hear about it ? 
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THE GOODLY VINE 

"Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed : 
how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange 
vine unto me ? " Jxriehiah ii. 21. 

And is the day of mercy set 

Od Israel's fallen line 1 
And canst thou, gracious Lord, forget 

Thy long regarded vine 1 
Thy vine, which erst from Misraim's sands 

To Canaan's fostering dew, 
Transported by thy tender hands, 

So fair, so fruitful grew. 

Like goodliest cedars, wide and vast, 

Around her arms were spread. 
Deep in the rock her roots she cast. 

To heaven she reared her head. 
Her fruits, from farthest east to west, 

With wonder kings surveyed. 
And earth and earth's glad sons were blest, 

Beneath her cooling shade. 

Alas ! where once in joy she stood, 

Her fences now are bare, 
And boars and monsters of the wood 

Her rifled clusters tear. 
Then turn thee. Lord, and from above 

Once more in mercy shine, 
With looks of pity and of love 

Begard thy fallen vine. 

Tlie Child! 8 CfJiristian Year, 



** Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 

of itself, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, except ye 

abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth 

in me, and I in binif the same bringet^i ioxVNi TSiXVj2fik.^xs^\l^'^ 

without me ye can do nothing."— J6\iii xn. \^ t>. 
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SACKED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND. 
IV. Maube. 

Thkre ifl another place that was made sacred by 
Abraro, and that is Mamre, the plains of Mamre, the 
Amorite brother of Eshcol. It ia juafc above Hebron 




OBAFBS or BSHCOL. 

and that very fruitful valley of Eshcol, from which Caleb 
and Joshua brought to MoSea the huge bunch of grapes, 
which it took two men to carry (Numb, xiii, 23). 

When Abram and Lot separated, you remember that 
Lot went down to the rich valley of the Jordan, &nd 
dwelt at Sodom. Abram went to the south, and " came 
and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, 
and built there an altar unto the Lord" (Gen. xiii. IS). 

It was while he was there that a messenger oame and 
told him of the great battle between the four kings and 
the five in the vale of Siddim, when Lot was taken 
prieoner, and all his goods taken. 

Abram armed hia three hundred and eighteen servants; 
and Mamre, Eahcol, and Auet, ttve XmoTv'i^, ^rO*. \3oKis 
eermntB, and they all -went aitoc tti«aeVvci^Mv4\fox»M6. 
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them to Damascns, and brought back the prisoners and 
the spoils. 

Bat it was on that height; when Abram*s tent was 
pitched under the wide oak, that Abram lamented his 
having no child ; and God bid him go out and look up 
into the sky in the night, and see if he could count the 
stars ; and the Lord said, '* So shall thy seed be." 

It was here that God told him to take — 

A heifer of three years old, 

A she-goat of three years old, 

A turtle dove, and 

A young pigeon. 

And Abram took the three animals and split them 
down the middle, and laid one-half opposite the other half, 
and the two birds by themselves, and he watched them 
till the sun went down. '' And when the sun was going 
down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram ; and, lo, a horror 
of great darkness fell upon him. And behold a smoking 
furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between the 
pieces" (Gen. xv. 12, 17) of Abram's sacrifice. 

And God told Abram — 

1. His seed should be a stranger in a land that was not 
their own for four hundred years. 

2. That God would judge that nation, and bring his seed 
out with great substance. 

3. That Abram should die in peace at a good old age. 

4. That God had given to his seed all that land from the 
river of Egypt to the river Euphrates (Gen. xv. 13, 18). 

It was at Mamre that Abram, Ishmael, and all the men 
of his house were circumcised, and God changed his name 
to Abraham, and his wife's name to Sai*ah. 

It was under that oak that he entertained the three 
angels, as they journeyed toward Sodom, when the Lord 
(who was one of them) promised him that at a certain 
time he should have a son. And it was on the top of the 
hill, just behind his tent, about ten minutes' walk, that 
Abram and the Lord went together, when the two angels 
went on to destroy Sodom, and save Lot. 

There from that height the Lord and Abraham looked 
down vpoB that beautiful rich. \Aa.\ii, "^^ ^\^^x^^ 
everywhere, even as the garden of tiio 1jot^,\^^ ^Jckft^a5s^ 
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of Egypt" (Gen. xiiL 10). It was the last day before 
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The snn was going down behind them, and it fell 
with its full light upon the beauteous valley, with the 
silver thread of the Jordan winding its way through 
the golden com and the evergreen pastures, throwing 
a purple glow on the dark mountains of Moab, that 
hedged it in on the further side ; and the white houses 
of the five cities sparkled in its rays, and the tents of 
the Araorites fluttered in the gentle evening breeze, and 
the cattle gambolled in the plains, and the mountains all 
round were covered with flocks and herds innumerable ; 
and the din of the busy city, and the merry laughter of 
the people, and the sound of the music and the dancing 
floated in the air. No fairer sight of nature's bounty 
and man's folly, as he said, '* Let us eat, drink, and be 
merry," have human eyes ever beheld. 

But the Lord said, " Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is grievous; I 
will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto 
me; and if not, I will know. 

"And Abraham drew near, and said, Peradventure 
there be fifty righteous within the city, wilt thou also 
destroy, and not spare the place for the fifty righteous 
that are therein. That be far from thee to do after this 
manner, to slay the nghteotis with the wicked: shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right ? 

" And the Lord said. If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will spare all the place for their 
sakes." 

Then Abraham pleaded again, if there were forty-five, 
or forty, or twenty, or even ten I And the Lord said, " I 
will not destroy it for ten's sake." 

"And the Lord went His way, and Abraham returned 
unto his place," (Gen. xviii.) 

But the Lord only found three righteous persons, Lot 
and his two daughters. The next day's sun was risen 
vpou the earth, when Lot entexed intiO Zoar, Then the 
Lord rained upon Sodom and wpou 0;0\siQitTa5a.\rcv5Sis^\A 
ADC? £re from the Lord out oi Vxeav^n, 
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'^And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the 
place where he stood before the Lord" the afternoon 
before, when he pleaded with Him, ''and he looked 
toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of 
the plain, and beheld, and lo, the smoke of the country 
w«it up as the smoke of a furnace " (Gen. xix. 27, 28). 

And eveiy one since, who has looked from that same 
height toward all the land of that once beautiful plain, 
can now see nothing but, as it were, the smoke of a 
famace going up toward heaven. 

And Abraham broke up his tent, and journeyed toward 
the south country, and sojourned in Gerar, and he returned 
no more to the plains of Mamre. 

QUESTIONS. 

Where was Mamre ? From whom did it get its name ? What 
was the fmitfol valley called ? What do you know of it ? When 
did Abraham live there ? What news came to him there ? What 
did he do ? What did he lament there ? How did God answer 
him ? What sacrifices did he offer ? What did he do with them ? 
Who told him ? What happened at nipht ? What four things did 
God tell Abraham 7 What changes ofname did God make there ? 

What sacred rite did God order at Mamre ? Who was bom 
there ? What was his mother's name ? What strangers visited 
him there? What did thejr promise him? On what did they 
look down ? Describe the view. What was going to happen ? 
How did Abraham try to stop it ? Why could he not ? What 
did he see next morning ? Who were the only persons saved ? 
How were the cities destroyed ? Where did Abraham go ? 



WALKING WITH GOD. 
(Gen. V. 24.) 

Oh 1 for a closer walk with God ; 

A calm and heavenly frame ; 
A light to shine upon the road 

That leads me to the Lamb 1 

Where is the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord ? 

Where is the BouVxefa^dcivck^VY'^i^ 
Of Jesus and tiia ^oirOi^ 
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What peaceful hours I once enjoyed ! 

How sweet their memory still ! 
But they have left an aching Toid 

The world can never fill. 

Hetum, O holy dove, return, 
Sweet messenger of rest ! 

I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 
And drove thee from my breast. 

The dearest idol I have known, 

Whatever that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from thy throne, 

Aiid worship only thee. 

So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame ; 

So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

Cowper. 



SACRED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND. 

V. Beersheba. 

KuNNiNG down the middle of Palestine is a high range of 
mountains, which keeps getting higher and higher, till it 
reaches Mamre. That is its highest point, nearly as high 
as the highest mountain in England. It then goes on a 
little farther, past Hebron, till it sinks down very steeply 
into a wide flat plain, called in the Bible the ''south 
country" (Gen. xx. 1). 

Abraham was always going on towards *'the south" 
(see p. 117), till he got into Egypt, and then he came back 
as far as Hebron, and up to Mamre, where he set up his 
tent under an oak. There he staid exactly twenty years, 

until God burned up Sodom ou^ QtomQTwJcL (^«ft ij. 139). 

Then Abraham removed lais tftii\» tolS^et^^o^^vcL^ ^^\^ 
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he lived for seventy-five years, nearly half his life ; so 
that Beersheba is the most interesting place in the history 
of Abraham and his sons. I will tell you something 
about it, and the events that happened there. 

The first thing Abraham did was to dig two deep 
wells, because in that hot country there is very little water, 
and he was close to the edge of a dry desert, reaching 
from there right away to Egypt. If you were to go 
across that desert into Egypt, you would be very glad of 
those wells which Abraham dug ; for they have plenty of 
the very best water in the country, and you would not get 
any more till you got into Egypt. 

So, too, if you were coming back, after a fortnight's 
long tedious journey in a very hot sun, where there are 
no trees to shade you, and no good water to cool you 
and quench your thirst, how pleased you would be to 
see those wells of nice sweet cold water, and the shade 
of all that grove of trees which Abraham planted by 
them. 

Those two wells are there now ; one measures twelve 
and a half feet across its mouth, and it is very deep, for it 
is forty-four feet from the mouth till you get to the top 
of the water. It must have taken Abraham and his men 
a very long time, and a great deal of hard labour, to dig 
down all that depth, and to wall it all round with large 
stones, as it is walled. 

Then he made nine great stone troughs by it for 
flocks, and herds, and camels, and mules, to drink 
out of; and they filled these troughs with water, by 
letting buckets down into the well with a long rope, 
and then drawing them up with their hands. That 
would be hard work every day, to draw up buckets full 
of water for forty-four feet ; that is, as high as a house 
with three stories. If you were there you would see the 
marks of the rope in the stone now : the sides and the 
edge are all cut and fluted with it like a frill. 

A little farther on there is a smaller well, only Jive feet 
across, and this has only five stone troughs to it. There 
is always plenty of water in them, and, as it runs over 
from the troughs, it waters t\ie gcou\i^, wcA ^^ ^^i^^> 
cowing to drink, manure it , 80 t\ia\i Wxet^ Ss* ^V^^^n^^^^ 
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SACRED PLACEkS IN THE HOLY LAND. 

Y. Beebsheba — contiruud. 

Besides digging a well, I said Abrsbam planted a grove 
of trees, to make a Dice cool shade from the heat c^ the 
aim. We have noticed before that wherever Abraham 
went he always set up an altar the very first thing he 
did, offered a sacrifice to God, and prayed to him, or (aa 
it says in the Bible) " called npon the name of the Lord." 

In all those other places be only staid a short time, 
and did not inteud to settle there, so be only bnilt an 
altar ; bat there are two places where he Mtlltd, — Mamre 
and Beersbeba. 

At Mamre there was a very large oak tree, with 
widespreading branches, that shaded the ground all 
about it for ninety feet across; so Abraham worshipped 
God under that. But when he removed to Beershebs 
there were no trees there ; so, as Boon as be bad bonglit 




the ground, he " planted a grove in Beeraheba, and called 
there on the name oCt'h«ljOT&,tV«e>^«x\Aiiw&%Qtal" (Geo. 
xxi 33). 
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That grove was Abraham's church. He set up his 
altar under it at one end, and the trunks of the trees 
stood up on each side like two rows of pillars, and the 
branches grew up above, and were trained to meet to- 
gether till they made a roof,, and others hung down at 
the sides till they touched the ground, making a beautiful 
natural cathedral, under the blue sky of heaven above, 
and paved with the bright green grass, studded with 
pretty flowers of every colour. 

Here Abraham lived and worshipped God eveiy day 
for seventy-five years, till he died in a good old age. But 
a great many things happened here besides what I have 
told you. 

Isaac was bom in the tent by these wells, and it was 
from that same tent that Ishmael and his mother Hagar 
were sent away into that desert I have spoken of, when 
they mocked at the feast the day Isaac was weaned ; and 
it was a bottle of the cool, clear water from that well that 
Abraham slung on Hagar*s shoulder, as she bid him 
" goodbye;" and if you read the verses from the twelfth to 
the twenty-first of the twenty-first chapter, you will get 
some idea of the value of water to people living about there. 

Then, again, it was here that Abraham received that 
order from God to go up to Mount Moriah, to offer up 
bis only son Isaac to the Lord. Mount Moriah is just as 
many miles above Hebron as Beersheba is below it; but 
it is an easier road from Hebron to Mount Monah, and 
it only takes eight hours to walk, so that Abraham and 
Isaac would come in sight of Mount Moriah on the third 
morning after they left Beersheba, as it says in the Bible 
{Qen. xxii. 4). 

It was from Beersheba that Abraham sent his steward 
Eliezer, to fetch a wife for Isaac; and it was here that 
Isaac was meditating in the fields, when the steward came 
back with Bebekah, whom Isaac took to the tent of his 
late mother. There he married Bebekah, and there his 
two sons, Esau and Jacob, were bom ; and there Isaac 
lived all his life, for one hundred and eighty years. It 
was at this spot, then, that Jacob was sitting with his mess 
of pottage^ when Esau came in bwiigr'j itoxa. VNjct^xw^^-^ 
those mount&ma, and sold his \)ivt\\T\^\. iox ^^ ^c>\Xsw%^- 
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It was on those same moiiDtains that Esau was hnnting 
for the venison, when Rebekah sent Jacob for one of the 
kids of the flocks in the valley by the wells ; and in the tent 
where Abram used to live, by that grove of trees where 
he worshipped, that the blind old Isaac gave the blessing 
to Jacob; and it was from that home of his childhood that 
Jacob was sent away by Eebekah, on his long journey 
to Padan-aram, for fear Esau should kill him. 

It was here, too, that Esau met with his wives, one 
from those nations who lived in the plain close by — " the 
children of Heth," or Hittites, and another from the 
daughters of his half- uncle, Isbmael, who lived in the 
desert. 

Here Jacob came back again to his old home, after 
twenty years, and found his father and his mother still 
alive ; and here, when he and all his family were going 
away from Canaan, down into Egypt, to live there with 
Joseph, they all stopped at the old home, and drank of 
the old wells, before they started across that dry desert; 
and Jacob went into that sanctuary under the trees, and 
offered up a sacrifice on the altar his grandfather Abra- 
ham had built, and worshipped God for the last time in 
the land He had promised to give to him and his seed. 

The next time Jacob passed that way, it was as a corpse 
being carried up out of Egypt, by his twelve sons, to be 
laid in the family grave in the cave of Machpelah, by the 
side of his wife Leah, and his father and mother, and bis 
grandfather and grandmother. 

But even this is not all. About six hundred years 
later, after the children of Israel had come back from 
Egypt, and were settled in Canaan, a town had grown up 
at Beersheba, and Samuel made it a place for holding 
assizes, and he set up his sons as judges there (1 Sam. 
viii. 2), to judge the people at that end of the countiy, 
which was too far off from him at Eamah. 

Two hundred years afterwards, when Elijah was fleeing 

from Jezebel, he stopped at Beersheba (1 Kings xix. 3), 

and left his servant there, when he went a day's journey 

Jnto that wilderness, and then on to Mount Horeb. 

Sjr that time the grave o? A\ixa\iscia «Ai^ Vv^a oltar had 

been turned into a place oi \f oYfeYiv^ ivix *\^cJva^\^^ "^^:^ 
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at the other end of the country; and from ''Dan to Beer- 
aheba '' became a common saying for the whole length of 
the land. 

One other great person was bom there in the later days 
of the history, Zibiah, the wife of Ahaziah, who became 
queen of Jadah, and she closes the list of great people 
who lived by the side of those " wells of the oath," which 
still remain to mark the spot where Abraham lived so 
many years. Rev, Canon Ridgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

Where else had Abraham built altars? Where was the one 
at Mamre ? How big was the oak ? What was his church 
at Beersheba? How long did he worship in it? Who was 
bom at Beersheba? How long did he live there? Tell all 
the events. What happened to him there? What command 
from God did Abraham have there ? Who was sent away from 
i^i ? What blessing was given to any one there ? What heathen 
people hved near? Who married any of them ? How long did 
Jacob live there? Why did he leave it? When did he come 
back ? When was he there last? What became of Abraham's 
altar? What prophet once stopped there? What had Samuel 
to do with it? What queen was born there ? 



SACKED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND. 

VL Mount Mobiah. 

The most sacred spot of all in the Old Testament is 
Mount Moriah : but we are not quite sure where it was ; 
because in the book of Genesis it is said that Abraham 
•< came into the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh '' 
(Gen. xii 6). So the people who lived at Sicbem, i. e., 
Shechem, say that the mountain by the plain of Moreh is 
the Mount MorioLh, Now that mountain above Shechem 
and the plain of Moreh is always called Mount Gerizim, 
and they shew you a flat place on the rock there where 
they say Abraham offered up Isaac. 

Well, let us see what the Bible saya about it. Tvsx\sl 
to the twenty-^i'&t chapter o£ Geuesva ^sA KXjkft \i^^\sis»Y 
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second vei*se, tfnd read on to the end of the cbapter. 
You see Abraham was living at Beersheba^ where he 
digged a well for his flocks, and planted a grove for 
shelter for his tents, and he made peace there with the 
people, and bought the ground where his well and his 
tents were. 

Now, we will go on to the twenty-second chapter, in 
which we are told that God came to Abraham and said, 
*' Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer 
him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of" (Gen. xxii. 2). 

They started from Beersheba, which is near the land of 
the Philistines (Gen. xxL 34), quite at the far south of 
the country ; and " on the third day Abraham lifted up 
his eyes, and saw the place afar off" (Gen. xxii. 4). It 
would take them one long day of twelve hours to get to 
Hebron, and another day to get to Bethlehem, for it is a 
country full of mountains, and there is no road. Then 
they could not see the mountain they were going to till 
they got to the top of the hill just before it. 

Going on from Bethlehem they would reach the top of 
a hill, which is now called Mar Elias, and from it they 
would see for the first time that hill on which Jerusalem 
stands, and it would take them about an hour to get there. 
It is very high, almost as high as the highest mountain in 
England. But they could not possibly get to the plain 
of Moreh on the third day : it would take them till the 
night of the fourth, or the morning of the fifth day to get 
to it. 

But on the third day he left the two young men with 
the ass, while he and Isaac went up the mountain to 
worship, and the young men waited there with the ass, 
till they came back again, and then they returned to 
Beersheba. So it is more likely to have been at Jerusalem. 

Now, let us go with Abraham and his son, and see 

what they did. They had brought some wood with them 

on the ass ready cut up, and Abraham took the bundle of 

wood and laid it upon Isaac's shoulder to carry, and 

AhrahsLm took his lamp (ox e\^« ^\ii<&>()ciL\\i^ tA strike a 

light) in his hand, and a W^e "kxr^i^ \.o ^"k^ ^^ ^Msc^S^sfc^ 
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" And they went both of them together.** 

And when they had walked a little way, Isaac said to 
Abraham, « Father ! " 

And he answered, " Yes, my son." 

And the boy said, "Behold the fire and the wood; but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering ? 

*' And Abraham said. My son, God will provide him- 
self a lamb for a burnt offering. 

" So they went both of them together. 

" And they came to the place which God had told him 
of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the 
wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on 
the altar upon the wood. 

" And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the 
knife to slay his son. 

" And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of 
heaven, and said, Abraham ! Abmham ! 

" And he said. Here am I ! 

" And the angel said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou anything to him : for now I know that 
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son, from me. 

"And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and 
behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns : 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up 
for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 

" And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah- 
JiREH (t. e.y The Lord will provide) ; as it is said to this 
day, in the mount of the Lord it shall be seen." 

Then the angel spoke again and blessed Abraham and 
his seed : for Isaac deserved a blessing too ; for he was 
willing to be offered, and he did not resist his father, 
though he was twenty-six years old : but he let him bind 
him upon the wood, and raise the knife to kill him, 
knowing " that God was able to raise him up even from 
the dead " (Heb. xi. 19). 

And that hill was called Jireh, and the next hill close 
by was called Salem (peace), and there was only a narrow 
valley between them ; so they got joined together, and 
the whole place was called Jirek-S^Aam, wcA ^Sx«r^^>x^^ 
Jenii'dlem, 
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QUESTIONS. 

What is the most sacred spot in Palestine ? What two places 
claim to be Mount Moriah? Where was Moreh? Was it a 
mountain or a plain? What great sacrifice was offered on 
Mount Tiloriah? Where was Abraham when God ordered 
it? Where was Beersheba? How long would Abraham be 
in walking to Hebron? How lone to Bethlehem? Where 
would he iirst see the hill of Jerusalem? How far off? How 
high is it? On what day did he see Mount Moriah? How 
long would it take him to reach Moreh? Who carried the 
wood? and lamp? What did Isaac ask his fEither? What 
did Abraham. answer ? What did Abraham do to Isaac? What 
was he going to do ? Who stopped him ? How ? What did he 
offer instead ? What did he call the place ? Why ? What is it 
now called ? Who else was saved as wonderfully ? 



JEHOVAH-JIREH. 

("The Lord will provide.") 

The saints should never be dismayed. 

Nor sink in hopeless fear ; 
For when they least expect his aid, 

The Saviour will appear. 

This Abraham found ; he raised the knife ; 

God saw, and said, " Forbear ! 
Yon ram shall yield his meaner life ; 

Behold the victim there." 

Otice David seemed SauFs certain prey ', 
But hark ! the foe's at hand ; * 

Saul turns his anns another way. 
To save the invaded land. 

When Jonah sank beneath the wave^ 
He thought to rise no more ; t 

But God prepared a fish to save, 
And bear him to t\ft ^\iOTe. 

♦ 1 Sam. xxiii. 27. "V 5oii^vV\; 
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Blest proofs of power and grace divine^ 

That meet us in His word ! 
May every deep-felt care of mine 

Be trusted with the Lord. 

Wait for His seasonable aid, 

And, though it tarry, wait ; 
The promise may be long delayed, 

But cannot come too late. — Cowper. 



SACRED PLACES IN THE HOLY LAND. 

VL Mount Moriah — continued. 

When David was made king, this holy place was in the 
hands of heathens, called Jebusites. They had it when 
Joshua came ; and it was so strong, on the top of a steep 
hill, with a deep narrow valley round three sides of it, 
that Joshua could not diive them out, though he killed 
their king. 

But David went up, and he offered to make the man 
captain of all his armies who should climb up to the top 
of that hill, and smite the garrison ; and Joab went up 
first, and took the castle ; and David lived there on 
the one hill, but Arauuah, the Jebusite king, lived on 
the other. 

But God was angry with David, because he numbered 
the people out of pride, to see what a great nation they 
were : and God sent the prophet Gad to David to say he 
would punish him ; and God offered him three things, 
and he was to choose one of them : 

1. Seven years of famine. 

2. To flee three months before his enemies. 

3. Three days' pestilence. 

So David chose the three days' pestilence, and 70,000 
men died. 

"And the angel stretched out Ma li«Aid\\^^\N. J^Y>as»k?eQ^ 
to destroy it" " And the angd ot \jKift \i^x\^^ Ns^ *^is^ 
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threshing-place of Arautiah the Jebusite." And when 
David saw the angel that smote the people, " he fell upon 
his face, and prayed and said, Lo I have sinned, and I 
have done wickedly ; but these sheep, what have they 
done ? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and 
against my father's house." 

And the prophet Gkd came again that day to David, and 
said, " Go up, rear an altar unto the Lord in the threshing- 
floor of Araunah the Jebusite. And David, according to 
the saying of Gad, went up as the Lord commanded." 

And he " bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for 
fifty shekels of silver ; and David built there an altar 
unto the Lord, arid offered burnt offerings and peace offer- 
ings. So the Lord was entreated for the land, and the 
plague was stayed," (2 Sam. xxiv.) 

That was the second altar that was built there, and 
the second time that place was consecrated : but from that 
day David kept it sacred, and had it in his mind to build 
a house of the Lord there to put the ark in, which he had 
brought up from Gibeah : but God would not let him, be- 
cause he had been a man of war, and shed much blood. 
So God gave him' a son called Solomon (i. e., Peaceable), 
and He let him build the house, and gave him peace idl 
the days of his life. 

" Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord 
at Jerusalem in Mount Moriah, where the Lord appeared 
unto David his father, in the place that David had pre- 
pared in the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite" 
(2 Chron. iii. 1). 

So, you see, the Bible says, that Mount Moriah was at 
Jerusalem, and not at Shechem, and that it was the same 
mount where the destroying angel stood when the plague 
was stayed, and where David built the altar. There, too, 
Solomon built that temple, which stood till Jeremiah's 
words came true, and the King of Babylon pulled it down, 
and carried all the cups, and the gold, and the silver to 
Babylon. 

But they were brought back again, and Ezra built up 
the temple again, and Herod finished it ; and that was 
the temple where the holy ^imeoii \iOo\L m^ <oViXAafc in his 
erwsj when His mother pre8eiite^T5.Vai\.Q>iXi^\jax\\ ^\A 



STORIES ILLUSTBATINQ HOLT SCRIPTURE. 153 

that was the temple where Christ preached to the people, 
and where He drove out the oxen, and upset the tables of 
the money-changers. 

And, more than all, it was on that hill that Christ was 
condemned by Pilate to be crucified; and, just like Isaac, 
He carried the wood (the cross) for His own sacrifice up 
that mountain, and He let himself be bound to the wood, 
and He let them lift, not a knife, but a spear, and strike it 
into His side to slay Him : and He, too, like Isaac, was an 
" only begotten Son " (Heb. xi. 17), in whom all the fami- 
lies of the earth were to be blessed; and His Father (God 
Almighty) did not withhold His Son, His only Son ; but 
freely gave Him to be a ransom for many. So Isaac was 
a type of Christ. Eev, Canon Ridgway, 

Type of a great mystery. 

Hid in the future still. 
For Mount Moriah's sacrifice 

Prefigures Calvary's hill. 

sinners, now behold. 
And see if there be any grief 

Like His who bore, for our relief. 
Such sorrows manifold. 

But Jesus meekly bows His head 

To all that shall befall ; 
His precious blood He '11 freely shed. 

To give new life to all. 

Ammergau Passion Play, 

QUESTIONS. 

Who had the place in David's time? Who took it? Why was 
God angry with David ? What did He oflfer him ? Which did 
he choose ? How was it stayed ? Where ? What did David 
build there? How did he eet the ground? What was done 
with it afterwards? Who Duilt the temple? Why did not 
David build it ? Who destroyed the temple ? Who rebuilt it ? 
Who else was sacrificed there ? How was Isaac a type of Christ ? 
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ISAAC ON MORIAH. 

*' Abide ye liere with the ass ; and I and the lad will go yonder 

and worship." 

Dread was the mystery on Moriah's hill : 
Low on the ridge the cloud of morning lay : 

From each dark fold, along each gliding rill, 

Strange whispers from the mountain met our way. 

But we must wait below, and upward gaze, 
While toward the mount the father and the son 

Pursue their course, soon in that awful haze 
To vanish, till the appointed deed be done. 

So when the Lord for some parental heart 
Prepares a martyr's crown, He calls on high 

Father and child in His still shrine apart 
To learn His lore of healing agony. 

We may but stay without, and wondering pray; 

Unknown to us that deep of love and woe, 
The knife in Abraham's hand upraised to slay, 

Meek Isaac bound and waiting for the blow. 

Weak as the echo of some distant knell, 

Borne now and then on breathing winds of eve, 

Comes to our ear the sound, — " I see full well 
The fire and wood; but who the Lamb will give?" 

Fitful and faint, should angel bless our dream, 
The memory now would fleet and now abide : 

Such to our hearts the stem sweet form may seem 
Of him who said, " The Almighty will provide." 

Kot even to dwellers on the mystic height. 

Not to the saints, \a £\\V\ e\i\\^\it»ning given : 
The Cross, they ho\d\>y, to^e>T%\i«^wA>ihsL«v3t >bv!^^ - 
On the hill peak opena a ^ce^^x V^^ea. 
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Yea, thougli in one were gathered all the woes 
That mourners e'er on household altars laid, 

Widows' and orphans' tears, untimely throes, 
Fears, that the memory of loved souls o'ershade. 

What were it all, to match one drop of thine. 
One bitter drop, poured on thy mountain here 

In thine own hour? joy ! that blood is mine : — 
For us it flowed, even as for saint and seer. 

Well may we mourn our dull cold heart and eye 
That up the mount of glorious sacrifice 

Sees such a little way : yet kneel we nigh : 
Turn not away : let prayer in gloom arise. 

He who beside His own the Cross allows 
Of penitential grief; — who to each saint 

Calls from his height of woe : — His bleeding brows 
Will meekly droop to hear our breathing faint. 

Lyra Innocentium. 



GIDEON. 



TfliJ children of Israel learnt the worship of Baal from 
the people that lived about them. Now Baal was the 
Sun, and the sun made all things grow, and sometimes it 
got too hot, and dried everything up, and they had no 
grass for their cattle, and no water to drink ; so they 
offered a sacrifice to the sun, in the hope it would not 
shine too hot upon them. 

God was not pleased at this ; for He made the sun to 
shine, and sent them rain to keep the grass green and 
the wells full of water. So he sent up a lot of Arab tribes 
from the east of Jordan, — fierce, big men, like giants,-^ 
under some great kings, and they swept over all the great 
plain of Es-dra-e-lon, that reaches from the Jordan uij 
past Jezreel, and on to Mount Ta\)or, xvftOtVj X^'^^aax^^^ 
and they canied off all the com, jvia^ ^\i^Tk \\» ^^^ ^^"^H 
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and took all their cattle and drove them away. So the 
people were obliged to hide themselves in caves and holes 
of the rocks, and keep what flocks they saved up' in the 
mountains. 

One day a young man called Gideon was threshing 
some com in the mountain side, and burying it in a hole 
as fast as he threshed it. He was a good young man, and 
prayed to God : all his brothers had been killed by these 
Midiauites, and he was the last; and he was thinking 
what could be done, when a man came to him, and told 
him, he should smite the Mid-i-an-ites and kill them all. 

Well, Gideon could not think it was true, but the man 
Paid God had told him to say so ; but how was Gideon to 
know the man spoke the truth ? So he said, " Give me 
some proof that God sent you." Then the man told 
Gideon to take his dinner, that he was just going to eat 
(some goat's flesh and cakes), and lay them on the rocl^ 
and pour the can of broth on to the top of it. 

Gideon did so ; and the man took his stick and touched it, 
and Are came out of the rock, and burned up the meat, and 
the cake, and the broth, and made a great smoke, and the 
m.an went up in the smoke, and Gideon saw him no more; 
80 he knew it was an angel that had been talking to him. 

That night, as Gideon was asleep, he had a dream, and 
God appeared to him, and told him to throw down the 
altar to Baal that his father had built, and cut down the 
grove where it was, and build one to God in its place^ and 
offer one of his father's bullocks on it. 

So Gideon got some of the servants to help him, and 
he pulled up the altar, and built a new one, and cut 
down all the grove in one night; and next morning the 
people saw all their grove gone, and an altar to God in 
its place, and they were very angry with Gideon, and 
wanted to kill him ; but his father would not give him up. 

Then Gideon was feared by the people, and he sent all 

about to tell them to come to him, and go out and meet 

the Midianites and drive them out of their pastures. A 

^reat many people came, till he had a large army of 

32,000 men ; but God to\d "hixn. \?asA» ^^^a too many ; so 

he told all that were a?ra\d \.o %o \iwsifej«v.^\\i^ ^si^ 

22,000 went back to tlie cave^ m \\i^ mQNx\v\a:\m, 
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Still Ckxl said there were too many, and he told him to 
take them a good long march across the plain in the heat 
of the sun, till they came to the spring of water by Jezreel, 
and see how they drank at the well. 

And Gideon asked God to shew him that it was God 
that appeared to him, and he chose a sign. Ho spread out 
a fleece of wool on the ground out of doors one night, and 
he piuyed God, if He meant to help him against these 
Arabs, to make the fleece only wet with dew, and all the rest 
of the ground- quite dry. 

When he got up in the morning the ground was all dry ; 
but he took up the fleece, and it was so wet, he wrung a 
bowlful of water out of it. Then he spread it out again 
the next night, and he asked God to make the ground all 
wet, and leave the fleece dry ; and when he got up, the 
field was all wet with the dew, but the wool was quite dry. 

So Gideon and his army marched across the plain, all 
in the hot sun, till they came to the springs of water ; and 
they were very hot, and very thirsty. 

Oh ! how they longed for some water to drink. And 
towards evening they got to the well, and they rushed 
forward to it when they saw it, and they were so eager 
that they could not wait for anything, but they went down 
on their knees and put their mouths into the water, and 
drank like horses. 

But there were some few that waited, and stood by the 
side, and when the others had drunk their fill, they 
dfpped their hands into the water, and took up a hand- 
ful and drank out of their hands, using their hands for 
cups. 

So God told Gideon to take these, and send all the 
others home ; for they were steady and cool, and could 
restrain themselves, and Gideon wanted just such men as 
those; men he could trust. 

There were only 300 of them, and the Midianites were 
a large body, that covered the plain ; so Gideon went down 
with one man in the night, and he listened just outside 
the camp to hear what the Midianites said. 

And he heard one man telling another a dream he had 
had, that he saw a great barley cak^ eottift ^OXvsi^ ^<5r^^ 
the bill ioto the camp, and it roWed «^%«\\i'aX» wjw^ ^'l '^'^ 
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tents, and knocked it over^ and the tent lay full length 
on the ground. 

And the other man said, '' This is nothing else but the 
sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of Israel ; for 
into his hand hath God delivered Midian and all the 
host." 

Gideon was very pleased when he heard this, and he knelt 
down and thanked God for the sign, and he went back 
quickly, and woke up his 300 men, and told them ; and 
he divided them into three companies, and told them to 
do what he did ; and he gave every man a trumpet in his 
right hand, and a pitcher with a lamp in his left ; and 
when they heard him blow his trumpet, they were to 
blow theirs, and then to break the pitchers and let the 
lamps all shine, and keep shouting, "The sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon." 

They crept down very softly to the camp of the Midian- 
ites, and stood at distances all round it. It was about the 
middle of the night when they got there, and very dark. 
When they were all placed, Gideon blew his trumpet as 
loud as he could, and broke his pitcher, and shouted ; and 
they all blew their trumpets and broke their pitchers, and 
shouted, " The sword of the Lord and of Gideon." And 
they all stood still in their places, and never stirred, but 
kept on shouting and waving their lamps. 

The noise woke the Midianites. They jumped up and 
saw lamps swinging all round them, and heard the trumpets 
and the shouting, and they thought every lamp was that 
of a guide, and every trumpet that of the ensign of a com- 
pany, so that they thought they were surrounded by 300 
companies ; and the light of the lamps dazzled their eyes, 
and they could not see who were friends and who were 
foes; so they drew their swords and killed every man 
they came against, and there was a great panic ; so the 
Midianites killed one another, while Gideon's men stood 
still and shouted. 

Then, as it began to get light, they were running 

away in all directions, and all the Israelites came out of 

the mountains and ran after them ; and Gideon sent to 

tell the people of Epbraim to gwaT^^Jaaio^^^^'^iA Jordan, 

Qnd stop the Midianites irom eeXXlvci^ "WKia ^^^igixfiL* %x 
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tliey ran down and stood by the ford ; and they caught the 
two kings, Oreb and Zeeb, and cut off their heads, and 
brought them to Gideon. Eev. Canon Ridgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

What was Baal? Who worshipped him? Why? Why did 
that displease God? How did he punish them? What did 
these Arabs do? Who was Gideon? What became of his 
brothers? Who appeared to him? What was he doing? 
What did the man say? What did Gideon ask for? Why? 
What did the man tell him to do with his dinner ? What was 
it? What did the man do to it? What happened? What 
became of the man ? Who was he ? 

What did Gideon dream? What did he do? How did the 
people deal with him? Who saved him? What message did 
he send to the people? How many came? How many left him? 
Why? What did God tell him to do ? How many did he choose ? 
How ? What two signs did God give him ? Where were the 
Midianites ? What did Gideon hear them say ? What was the 
dream? What did it mean? How did he divide his men? 
What did each man carry? What were they to do? What 
did they shout ? What did the Midianites think f What did 
they do f How did Gideon catch those that ran away ? What 
kings were caught ? 



JEHOVAH-NISSI— THE LORD MY BANNER. 

(Exod. xvii. 15.) 

By whom was David taught 

To aim the deadly blow, 
When he Goliath fought, 
And laid the Gittite low ? 
Nor sword nor spear the stripling took, 
But chose a pebble from the brook. 

'Twas Israel's God and king 

Who sent him to the fight ; 
Who gave him strength to sling, 
And skill to aim aright. 
Ye feeble saints, your atveti^tVv ^^dwx^'a.^ 
because young Da\itf a Cio^ \^ ^o\x\^. 
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Who ordered Gideon forth 

To storm the invaders* camp, 
With arms of little worth, 
A pitcher and a lamp 1 • 
The trumpets made his coming kaown^ 
And all the host was overthrown. 

Oh ! I have seen the day, 

When with a single word, 
God helping me to say, 

" My trust is in the Lord," 
My soul hath quelled a thousand foes, 
Fearless of all that could oppose. 

BnJ; unbelief, self-will, 

Self-righteousness, and piide, 
How often do they steal 
My weapon from my side ! 
Yet David's Lord, and Gideon's friend. 
Will help his servant to the end. 

Gowper. 



SAMUEL. 



About the middle of the Holy Land, and a little way 
higher up than Bethel, is a hill very prettily situated, on 
which the tabernacle was fixed, and the ark put into it 
after Joshua's death. This was Shiloh (see p. 127). 

You know the tabernacle was a large tent, covered 
with linen hangings and goats' skins, and at the further 
end of it was the ark, a large chest, in which were kept 
the Ten Commandments that God gave to Moses, a pot 
of the manna, and Aaron's rod that budded. When the 
people met for worship they all said the service, looking 
towards this ark. On the right-hand side of it was the 
table on which the priests put the shewbread (twelve 
loaves of bread offered \)y t\\^ t^^o^Iq every week), and 
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lei 



on the other side the lamp, which was always burning 
from sunset to sunrise, and was fed with the oil the 
people brought for an offering every morning ; so, when 
they looked at it burning there, they thought of the 
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, 
that used to be with their fathers in the desert, to shew 
them God was always with them. 




ARK OF THE COVENAltT. 

Then, in the middle, between the lamp and the table of 
shewbread, there was the altar of incense, where the 
priest offered incense to God every day, to shew how the 
prayers of the people went up from earth to heaven (as 
the smoke goes upward), and were like a sweet savour 
(or smell) in heaven. 

Three times a year all the men, and all boys above 
thirteen years old, from all parts of the country, used to 
go up to Shiloh to worship God, and very often some of 
the women used to go too. There was one man, called El- 
kan-ah, who was very regular in coming. He lived up in 
the hills, in the tribe of Ephraim, and he had two wives : 
one was called Pen-in-nah, and she had many sons and 
daughters ; and the other was called Hannah, but she had 
no children. 

Once a year this man and his two wives and his children 
all went up to Sbiloh to the feast ; and the man used to 
maike an offeriog, and he always ^tSb'v^ '^%\i-YCkr^^ ^sks^ssk.- 
thing to offer, and each of her aon^ wA d>A\x\gp^«c% ^M5naRs^ 

IV. T. 
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thing too ; and they all went up together to give their 
offerings. But he gave Hannah more than he gave his 
other wife, because she had no children to give, and she 
had to go up all alone to make hers; and Pen-in-nah 
used to teaze her and provoke her, till she made her fret, 
so that she ciied, and could not eat her food. 

The last day of one feast, Hannah was very sad, and 
she went by herself to the tabernacle, and prayed God to 
give her a son, and then she would give him to God all 
his life ; and she prayed very hard to herself. She did not 
speak out loud for people to hear what she was praying, 
and she wept sorely. 

Now the priest was Eli, and he was sat by the pillar 
inside. He watched her, and thought she was dinink, so 
he told her she ought to give up such a bad habit; but she 
answered him she was in trouble, and had been praying 
to God. Then Eli gave her his blessing, and said, " Go in 
peace ; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that 
thou hast asked of Him." So Hannah was no more sad, 
and she ate her food ; and they got up early next morning, 
said their prayers in the tabernacle, and all went home. 

Soon after Hannah had a son, and she called him 
Samuel (that means, " asked of God*'), and she was very 
much pleased to have a son ; but she would not go up to 
Shiloh the next time they went, as she wanted to wait 
till her child was old enough for her to give him to God^ 
as she promised. 

As soon as he was old enough she went, and they took 
three bullocks, a sack of flour, and a bottle of wina 
"When they came to Shiloh they killed one bullock and 
offered it on the altar, and gave the flour and wine to 
Eli the priest, and brought the little boy to him ; and 
Hannah said, " Oh, my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, 
I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto 
the Lord. For this child I prayed, and the Lord hath 
given me my petition which I asked of Him : therefore 
also I have lent him to the Lord ; as long as he liveth he 
shall be lent unto the Lord." 

Then she was so glad and so full of thanks and joy, she 
sang a hymn she had made, ciud ^^\^l^'^^\KSM^\3Mjcft to 
wait on Eli the piic&t, and to do ^\i«iX«s«t '^o^Yia WsssSi 
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for him to do in the tabernacle; but he was only a little 
boy and wore a linen ephod, like a white pinafore, coming 
down below his knees, and a belt I'ound his waist, and 
over that he had a coat ; and his mother brought him a 
new one every year. 

Samuel was a very good little boy, and God loved him, 
and he liked being in the temple, and was very well 
spoken to the people that came to worship, and they all 
liked him, and he grew a big boy. 

But Eli had two sons, much older than Samuel — one 
was called Hoph-ni, the other Phin-e-has. They were 
both grown up, and used to behave very badly ; for when 
the people came to offer a sacrifice, they used to send their 
servant to make them give the best cut of beef out of the 
sacrifice, before they had offered it ; so these young men 
got all the best for themselves to eat, and only the worst 
was left to offer to God. So God was very angry, and the 
people did not like to come and offer anything ; and when 
Eli heard of it, he told them they ought not to do so ; but 
he did not punish them, so they went on doing it. 

One night, when Samuel was about twelve years old, 
after he had done all his work, and shut up the temple 
for the night, but the lamp was still burning there, 
because the oil lasted till daylight, Eli was laid down 
on his mat (for they do not have beds in that hot 
country), and Samuel lay on his a little way off, and all 
was still and quiet, the boy heard his own name called 
out quite clearly, so he jumped up and ran to Eli, for he 
thought he had called him j but Eli was asleep; and when 
Samuel woke him he said, '' I called not, lie down again." 

Samuel had been half asleep, and he might have dreamt 
it, so he lay down and tried to go to sleep again ; but as 
soon as all was quiet, he heard the same voice call him 
again, '^ Samuel 1" 

He was quite sure this time, and he answered '' Here 1" 
and ran to Eli and said, " Here I am, for thou didst call 
ma" But the old man said, *' I called not, my son ; lie 
down again." 

He went and lay down ; and the third time he heard 
the same call, and went to EY\ a^^ixi, wA ^^^>k^ 
ap. He was so positive that eome oxift'W^ ^»J^^^ Vv\s\^ 
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QUESTIONS. 

What was the tabernacle ? With what was it covered? What 
was in it? What was in the ark? For what was it used? 
When was it made? Who ordered it? What was the shew- 
bread ? How often was it changed ? Who gave it? Who gave 
the oil ? For what was it used ? How long did the lamp bom ? 
Of what did it remind the people ? 

Where was the tabernacle after Joshua's time? How often 
did the people assemble there ? At what times ? From whence 
did Elkanan come? Who were his wives? Whywas Hannah 
sad ? For what did she pray? Who saw her ? Who was Eli ? 
What did he think of her ? What did he say when she told him ? 
What did she do with her son ? Why ? What offering did 
she bring? What was her son's name? What does it mean? 
How did she shew her joy ? What other woman composed a hymn 
like it when she had a son ? What hymn was that ? 

What did Samuel wear? What was it like? What else? 
What sort of a boy was he ? Who were Eli's sons ? How did 
they behave? What did Eli do? What did Samuel hear one 
nkht? What did he do? Who called him ? What did He say ? 
Whom did he tell ? How did it turn out ? What happened to the 
ark ? Who brought the news ? What happened to £li ? 



SPEAK, FOR THY SERVANT HEARETH. 

Speak, for thy servant heareth : 

Alone in my lonely bed, 
Before I laid me down to rest, 

My nightly prayer was said ; 
And naught my spirit fearetb. 

In darkness or by day : 
Speak, for thy servant heareth^ 

And heareth to obey. 

I've stood before thine altar, 

A child before thy might : 
No breath within thy temple stirred 

The dim and cloudy light ; 
And still I knew that thou wert there^ 

Teaching my heart to say — 
''Speak, for thy BeTcva.TL\i\i^axfeV\\, 

And liearet\i to o\iey '' ^ 
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God, my flesh may tremble 

When thou speakest to my soul ; 
But it can not shun thy presence blest, 

Or shrink from thy control. 
A joy my spirit cheereth 

That can not pass away : 
Speak, for thy servant heareth, 

And heareth to obev. 

■» 

Thou biddest me to utter 

"Words that I scarce may speak, 
And mighty things are laid on mc, 

A helpless one and weak ; 
Darkly thy truth declareth 

Its purpose and its way : 
Speak, for thy servant heareth, 

And heareth to obey. 

And shouldst thou be a stranger 

To that which thou hast made ? 
Oh ! ever be about my path, 

And hover near my bed. 
Lead me in every step I take, 

Teach me each word I say : 
Speak, for thy servant heareth, 

And heareth to obey. 

How hath thy glory lighted 

My lonely place of rest ; 
How sacred now shall be to me 

The spot which thou hast blest I 
If anght of evil should draw nigh 

To bring me shame and fear, 
My steadfast soul shall make reply, 

^' Depart, for God is near !*' 

I bless thee that thou speakest 

Thus to an humble child ; 
The God of Jacob calls to me 

In gentle tones ani mM •, 
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Thine enemies before tby face 

Are scattered in dismay ; 
Speak, Lord, thy servant hearetb^ 

And heareth to obey. 

iTw/ia Ward Eowe. 



SAMUEL— con^ini*ei. 

After Eli's death Samuel was the prophet of the Lord, 
and he ruled the people well, and he made them all come 
to him to Mizpeh, which is very near Jerusalem, and 
made them all fast and confess their sins to God ; and 
while they were praying to God, the Philistines came all 
on a sadden to fight against them, and they were afraid, 
and asked Samuel to keep on offering a sacrifice to God ; 
so he did, and God made it thunder very loud, and the 
Philistines were frightened and ran away, and Israel ran 
after them, and slew them : so they came no more all the 
days of Samuel. 

After Samuel had been prophet a great many years 
(for he was a judge forty years), and the land was at 
peace, because he had driven the Philistines out, the 
people thought they should like to have a king, like other 
nations, to lead them out to war, and to make them a 
great nation, so that other nations would think more of 
them; 

But this was wrong of the people of Israel, because 
God was their King, and Samuel His prophet told them 
what God wished them to do; and God did not want 
them to be like other nations, for fear they should 
worship idols, and live wicked lives, like the heathen did. 
So God gave them all those laws on Mount Sinai, and 
tried to keep them away from other people, so that they 
would not mix with them, nor marry with them, nor eat 
with them. 

There were two great things God meant them to teach 
nil other people,— Jirst, to "W0T?i\v\^ Qjo^Vck&Vftasi oC idols^ 
And second, for men to have on\y otift Vii^ «& «t\I«afe, 
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God, then, was their King, and He made them the best 
laws, and fought for them, and kept them from harm, 
whenever they were not sinful, and gave them fruit in 
due season, and would have given them rest (without 
fighting) from all their enemies, if they would only have 
been good, and have done as He told them. 

If they had been good subjects, He would have been 
the best of kings. But they got tired of this, and wanted 
a king of their own, that they could see and talk to, and 
then they thought they could make him do moi'e as they 
liked, and they should be more free. 

Samuel was grieved when he heard this, and he called 
all the people together, and he told them how wrong it was 
of them, and how the king would treat them worse than 
God did, and make them serve in his army, and all the 
cleverest men he would take to be his own servants, and 
all the nicest girls to be in his house. But they would 
not listen to Samuel : they had set their hearts on a king, 
and they would have one. 

So God chose just such a man as they wanted, head and 
shoulders bigger than any one else, and very good look- 
ing, and brave and strong ; and God sent him to Samuel. 

This was the way God sent him : it seemed by chance, 
but it was not. This young man's name was Saul, and 
his father was called Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
One day his asses that were out feeding strayed away, 
and were lost; for they have no fields, or hedges, or 
walls, but the country is all open, and a man only knows 
which is his ground by a stone (like a small milestone) 
being set up at each corner. 

When they turn horses or asses out to pasture, they 
either hobble them or tether them, unless they can set 
some one to watch them. So they sometimes break loose, 
and stray quite away over the hills, and into another 
valley. That was how these asses of Kish got away, and 
Saul and a lad were sent to look for them. 

They went all over tliat plain, and the hills about, and 
they could see nothing of them, and then they went on 
to the next valley, and got up on to the hills, and looksid. 
all over for milea, as far as they covAd %«Q)>Div>.\» V^ci«<3 <:^xW. 
i^0fl^miEr anything of them, and ttiey atV^d es^rj ^^^ '^^'t 
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met, but tbey could not learn anything of them; and Saul 
'waa going to turn back again, for fear Rish should think 
they were loet too, when his eerrant said there was a seer, 
a man of God, in the city cloae by, and he waa a good 
man, who could tell them what was become of the a^sea ; 
and the lad offered a piece of silver money he had with 
him to give the man of Ood to tell them the way. So Saol 
agreed, and they asked some girls where the seer lived. 

A seer meant a man that sees with a aort of aecond 
night — ie., with his mind or his spirit — what people can- 
not see with their eyes. So Saul only thought of going to 
a fortune-teller, and to give htm some silver to tell him 
about his asses. 

But God put this into bis mind, and Saul was told that 
Samuel lived close by at Bamah, and he waa a great pro- 



^»r?^«^Jjj^^- 



pbet : BO Saul and bb lad went up to Samuel's house, and 
they found bim jost going to worship, and Samnel took 
8aai with him to the sactifice, and then took bim home to 
dinner, for God had to\d lim the day before that suflh a 

j'onDc man wonld come to torn, KB4<i«>'&^^'2QK'*M**waiB. 

foandi and he made a gceat dea\ o^ ^SKoi Bfl^ft-^aa Vswwis 
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and made him sit in the best place at table, and he had 
invited thirty people to meet him at dinner ; and he gave 
him some meat that he had saved on purpose for him. 

The next day Samuel called Saul up to the top of the 
house, as soon as it was daylight, and talked to him, and 
then he went with him out of the city, and sent the lad 
on in front, and then he pulled a bottle of oil out of his 
pocket, and poured it on Saul's head, and told him God 
had chosen him to be the captain of his people ; and he 
told him who should meet him as he went along, and 
that at the hill of God by the camp of the Philistines he 
should meet a company of prophets singing in a proces- 
sion, with music, and the Spirit of the Lord should come 
on him, and he should feel quite another man. 

So Saul went on, and he met just the people Samuel 
said he should, and at the exact places; and when he 
came to the hill of God, there were all the people coming 
down from the sacrifice, with the prophets all marching in 
front, singing and playing on instruments; and the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon Saul, and he felt a new heart in 
him, and he could not help joining in too, and he sang 
loader than any of them, and walked in the procession 
wiih the prophets. 

And the people that knew him before could not make 
it out, because Saul never used to go to worship; and 
he rather laughed at those that sang hymns and prayed, 
and now he was singing them harder than any one; and 
they laughed at him, and ''Saul among the prophets" 
bedune quite a joke. Rev. Ccmon Eidgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

How long was Samuel a judge ? What is a judge ? Who was 
the king? Why did the people want a different king ? What 
sort ? what did Samuel tell them ? What kind of king did God 
choose for them ? How did He send him to Samuel ? What was 
his name ? What did Samuel tell him ? What did he do to him ? 
Where did Samuel live? What happened to Saiil on his way 
home ? Why did the people laugh at him ? 
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JEPHTHA'S DAUGHTER 

Since our country, our God^-oh, my sire ! 
Demand that thy daughter expire : 
Since thy triumph was bought by thy vow — 
Strike the bosom that 's bared for thee now ! 

And the voice of my mourning is o'er, 
And the mountains behold me no more : 
If the hand that I love lay me low, 
There cannot be pain in the blow ! 

And of this, O my father! be sure, 

That the blood of thy child is as pure 

As the blessing I beg ere it flow. 

And the last thought that soothes me below. 

Though the virgins of Salem lament. 
Be the judge and the hero unbent ! 
I have won the great battle for thee, 
And my father and country are free 1 

When this blood of thy giving hath gushed. 
When the voice that thou lovest is hushed. 
Let my memory still be thy pride. 
And forget not I smiled as I died ! 

Byron, 



SAXJL, 



Soon after Samuel sent for all the people to meet him 

at Mizpeh, which is a high hill just within sight of Jem« 

salem, and about six or seven miles off. When they oame, 

Samuel made them all come to him by tribes, and one 

man of each, tribe drew a lot, ^iiid the tribe of Benjamin 

got the lob. Then all the iaiuWlftft oili^iTk'vwxiYei ^\«« \ata, 

and the family of Ki&b got It-, axxaitVett.^N.NasX'^^^^^'^ 
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vrere drawn, except one left for Saul^ and that was the one 
marked " King." 

But they conld not find Saul anywhere ; and Samuel 
was forced to ask God to tell him where Saul was^ and 
God told him he was hid amongst the stuff; so they 
fetched him out, and " when he stood among the people, 
he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders 
and upward. 

" And Samuel said to all the people. See ye him whom 
the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him among 
all the people t And the people shouted, and said, God 
save the king ! " But there were some bad men who 
despised him, and brought him no presents, and said, 
How shall this man save usi But Saul took no notice 
of them. 

One day a messenger came to Saul from Jabesh-Gilead 
(a town on the other side the Jordan), saying, the Am- 
monites had come up, and were going to take the town, 
and threatened to put out the right eyes of every one in 
the city ; but they had given them seven days to think 
about it, whether they would give the city up. 

So Saul sent men all over the country, and be got an 
army of 330,000 men, and they went all night ; and he 
divided them into three companies, so they fell on the 
Ammonites on three sides early in the morning, and went 
on killing them till noon, and the Ammonites fled. 

Then the people were proud of Saul, and wanted to kill 
those men that said, " How shall this man save us 1 " But 
Saul would not let them. 

A little while after, Jonathan, SauVs son, smote the 
garrison of the Philistines in Geba. When the Philis- 
tines at home heard of it, they were very angry, and they 
came up with a very great army, " as the sand that is on 
the sea shore for multitude, 30,000 chariots, and 6,000 
horse soldiers ; and all Israel were collected to Saul in 
Michmash, and they were afraid, and they followed Saul 
trembling, and began to melt away and desert, a few at a 
time going off to hide themselves in caves in the racks, 
and some went over the Jordan; but a few stuck to 
8&ul, and went up with bim to GS\^,^\!ka\fik\w^ ^^g^^^ 
hj8 camp. 
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And Samuel promised to meet him there in a week, 
and offer a sacrifice, and call God's blessing on his army, 
and pray God to help them against their enemies : but 
day after day passed, and Samuel did not come ; and 
every day the people got more afraid, and more men went 
off, and left Saul. His army was all melting away, till 
the seventh day came, and Saul lost his patience, and he 
said, Bring hither a burnt offering to me^ and peace offer- 
ings. And he offered the burnt offering. 

As soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt 
offering, behold Samuel came, and Saul went out to meet 
him, that he might salute him. And Samuel said, What 
hast thou done ? And Saul tried to excuse himself ; but 
Samuel said, '' Thou hast done foolishly, thou hast not 
kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which He 
commanded thee." "Now thy kingdom shall not con- 
tinue : the Lord hath sought him a man after His own 
heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be captain 
over His people." 

Saul was not a religious man ; but he thought it would 
make the people less timid if they sacrificed to God, and 
he was afraid they would all run away before Samuel 
came. So he did not trust God, and he did not trust 
Samuel, though he had promised to come ; but he offered 
the sacrifices himself. 

Now the people had rejected God from being their 
Xing, and they would have a big man to lead them 
against their enemies, and fight for them, and teach them 
how to fight, so that they might win battles like other 
nations, and not only just when God chose to send a 
thunderstorm and frighten their enemies. Well, as 
they had got just such a king as they wanted, God left 
them alone, to let them see if they could win battles by 
themselves. 

They were very proud of what Jonathan had done, 
and they thought a great deal of what Saul did at 
Jabesh-Gilead : but all their pride left them, and their 
courage too, when they saw all these Philistines come 
vp, and they began to t\imk V^ie^ c»\s\.^ x^a^ do with- 
out Ood ; but some gave it wp «Xto^<5^i3tLCt^wA tmcl «xA. 
liid tbemselvea : so God wanted t\xem to i<i.^ 'Ocsk^ ^^^ 
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do nothing without Him ; and Saul, instead of telling them 
that and waiting God's time, offered a sacrifice, just to 
keep the people quiet ; but he had no right to do that, 
because he was not a priest, and the seven days were not 
up, so Samuel the priest might come after all. 

"Well, we see, then, Saul did foolishly, and God saw he 
was not the sort of a king after God's own heart — i.e., 
such a king as God would have chosen ; so He chose one 
instead; and God did not look at the man's size, nor his 
good looks, but he looked what sort of a heart he had got 

When Samuel went away, Saul had only six hundred 
men left, and it was no use his fighting the Philistines 
with them ; so they went about the land, plundering it, 
and they took away all the swords and spears from every- 
body but Saul and Jonathan. 

They would not let them have any blacksmiths in all 
Israel, for fear they should make them any weapons to 
fight with; and whenever they wanted any spades made, 
or even to sharpen their ploughshares, or coultera, or 
mattocks, or axes, they had to take them all the way to 
the Philistines to get them done. The only tool they 
let them have was a file. So the people were much 
worse off than they were before they had a king. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did Samuel do at Mizpeli ? Where was Saul ? What 
did the people say wheu they saw him? Where was Jabesh- 
Gilead ? What message came from there? What did Saul do? 
How many followed him ? What did he do ? What did the 
people think of him ? W^hat was his son's name ? Tell me some 
^reat thing he did ? Who came up to punish him ? What army 
had they ? What army had Saul ? How did they behave ? Who 
promised to meet him ? What for ? At what time ? What did 
Saul do? Why? How did he sin? What did Samuel say? 
What was Saul's character ? Why did God leave them alone ? 
Who conquered them ? What did they take away from them ? 
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SAUL. 

The Cave of Endor. 

SavX, — " Thou "whose spell can raise the dead^ 
Bid the prophet's form appear : " 
TJie WUc/i. — " Samuel, raise thy buried head ! 

King, behold the phantom seer !'' 

Earth yawned ; he stood the centre of a cloud : 
Light changed its hue, retiring from his shroud. 
Death stood all glassy in his fixed eye ; 
His hand was withered, and his veins were dry : 
His foot, in bony whiteness, glittered there, 
Shrunken and sinewless, and ghastly bare ; 
From lips that moved not and unbreathing frame. 
Like cavemed winds, the hollow accents came. 
Saul saw, and fell to earth, as falls the oak, 
At once, and blasted by the thunder-stroke. 

Spirit of Samud, — " Why is my sleep disquieted ? 
Who is he that calls the dead ? 
Is it thou, O king % Behold, 
Bloodless are these limbs, and cold : 
Such are mine ; and such shall be 
Thine to-morrow, when with me : 
Ere the coming day is done. 
Such shalt thou be, such thy son. 
Fare thee well, but for a day. 
Then we mix our mouldering clay. 
Thou, thy race, lie pale and low. 
Pierced by shafts of many a bow ; 
And the falchion by thy side 
To thy heart thy hand shall guide : 
Crownless, breathless, headless fall, 
Son and sire, the house of Saul I" 
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SONG OP SAUL BEFORE HIS LAST BATTLE. 

Warriors and chiefs ! should the shaft or the sword 
Pierce me in leading the host of the Lord, 
Heed not the corse^ though a king's, in your path : 
Bury your steel in the bosoms of Gath ! 

Thou "who art bearing my buckler and bow, 
Should the soldiers of Saul look away from the foe, 
Stretch me that moment in blood at thy feet ! 
Mine be the doom which they dared not to meet. 

Farewell to others, but never we part, 
Heir to my royalty, son of my heart ! 
Bright is the diadem, boundless the sway, 
Or kingly the death which awaits us to-day. 

Byron, 



ELIJAH. 



We have no lengthened account of those who followed 
Samuel until Elijah suddenly appeared before King Ahab 
in Samaria. As many spots in Palestine are made sacred 
in our memory by the association of Elijah's history, it 
will prove as interesting to us as to our young friends 
to follow the Scripture narrative, and journey with him 
from place to place as therein mentioned. 

Who or what his parents were we cannot know, and 
why he was called " the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of 
Gilead," is by no means clear. Was he a descendant of 
some escaped inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead (Judges xxi.^, 
and was the home of his early days the Tishbe of Tobit s 
nativity % (Tobit i. 2.) 

If so, this prince of prophets, as he has been called, 
came " out of Galilee," although the proud Pharisees in 
our Saviour's day bo confidently aaaeT\.ft<\, *'' C^x>^ cil^^i^^^ 
ariaeth no prophet." If Tislibe in ^a.^\i\»^\ ^W \\A^^ 
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the home of £lijah, then he knew, by personal observation, 
mucli of the sin aod idolatry of Israel, and her wicked but 
prosperous monarch ; and the terrible tidings of the drought 
was not perhaps his first message and warning to them, 
although it is the first recorded. That God could make 
known all circumstances to Hia servant, even in a moment 
of time, we are fully aware; but since the omnipotent 
Jehovah has never worked by miracle in the government 
of our earth where human means could be applied, we 
are led by events in Elijah's remarkable life to look to 
Tishbe in Naphtali as being, if not his birthplace, yet 
the home of his early days. 

But a short time before Elijah's appearance in the 
presence of Ahab (1 Kings xvii.), that licentious king 
had married a heathen wife, the daughter of the King of 




Zidon in Pheenicia (only a little north of Naphtali), and 
to please her had erected a temple and "reared an altar" 
in Samaria for the worship of !^1. 
Still further to gratify liet,he cruelly persecuted all those 
who sought to go up to Jeiiua\«T9 ^o Vw^'Cs.^-^ia.-A'j feasts 
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according to God's command (Dent xvi. 16), and many 
of the prophets of the Lord were put to death through 
her influence, while those who escaped '' hid themselves in 
dens and caves of the earth." 

The Lord provided a hiding-place for Elijah : he was 
told to " turn eastward, and hide by the brook Cherith, 
that is before Jordan." Dr. Kobinson and othera believe 
this brook to be the gorge that opens suddenly at a turn 
of the path, about half an hour before reaching the plain 
of Jericho (from Jerusalem). This gorge is perhaps five 
hundred feet deep, and has a towering, rugged hill 
above it, on the opposite side from the pathway down to 
Jericho, in which are numerous apparently inaccessible 
caverns. 

As we passed this spot last year, on our way to the 
Jordan, it looked so terrible in its loneliness that I could 
but hope it was not the place of Elijah's long seclusion, 
which must have been one of several months, if not a 
whole year. It certainly was a safe hiding-place, and one 
also to which ravens would have been likely to resort as 
a home. With this latter idea I was much delighted last 
week when I looked into Dr. Tristram's valuable "Natural 
History of the Bible." 

Perhaps I may be allowed to quote what the learned 
doctor says of the raven. He writes : — " The raven is 
the first bird specified by name in the Bible. When the 
waters of the flood began to decrease, 'Noah sent forth 
a rayen, which went to and fro until the waters were 
dried up from the earth' — i,e,, the raven kept going and 
returning to the ark, resting on it, but not entering into 
it again, and finding its food in the fioating carcases. 
No other bird was so well adapted to obtain its subsist- 
ence amidst the scene of desolation. 

"The expression, *the ravens of the valley' (ravine) 
aptly describes its favourite resort ; for, far as it roams 
for food during the day, its home is generally in some 
of the deep rocky glens or gorges with which Palestine 
abounds. Not only is its home in desolate places, but 
its food is scanty and precarious, and must be sought out 
over a wide extent of country. ' Who ^Yo^vdfctVjL tJc^ 
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ravens with foodl' the Lord inquires of Job (chap, 
xxxviii. 14), and the Psalmist remarks, 'He giveth 
to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which 
cry.* 

" Of all the birds of Jerusalem, the raven tribe are the 
most characteristic and conspicuous. Even at the south 
end of the Dead Sea, where the ancient fortress of Masada 
overlooks a waterless, lifeless wilderness of salt hills^ the 
three species of raven were to be found." Could any 
creature, therefore, be more fitted by its nature and 
habits for the service of Elijah in his hidden retreat 
than the raven 1 How many of these birds were em- 
ployed, and whether they brought cooked or raw flesh 
to the prophet morning and evening, we may follow 
our fieincy in imagining, since we find the knowledge of 
the natural history of the raven helps to confirm the 
Bible fact, that during many months of famine, when 
secluded "by the brook Cherith, before Jordan," these 
birds fed the prophet Elijah day by day, according to 
Divine command. 

But after awhile, because there was no rain, the brook 
dried up, and the Lord, who knew it, said to His servant, 
"Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Sidon, 
and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow 
woman there to sustain thee." 

The widow of Zarephath was a Crentile, of heathen 
Zidon, but Elijah appears to have understood the Divine 
mind, that to the Gentiles also mercy should be extended ; 
for it is written, " So he arose and went.*' " He must 
needs pass through Samaria," on his way to Zarephath, 
although the angry Ahab was sending into every nation 
and kingdom to find him. After his perilous journey of 
nearly one hundred miles, no wonder that hungry and 
thirsty he arrived at the gate of Zarephath, as we read in 
1 Kings xvii. 10. It is not improbable, as well as very 
possible, that Elijah and that poor widow had met 
before. At all events, she knew that he had a liv- 
ing God, for her answer to him, when he requested 
hre&dy was prefaced by the words, "As the Lord thy 
God JiVeth." 
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I always delight to think of this part of Elijah's 
history, because our blessed Lord quotes it, and tells 
us in doing so what we do not learn from the Old 
Testament narrative, that '*the heavens were shut 
up three ytors and six months at this time'' (Luke iv. 
25). He also made the Jews of Nazareth to see, from 
Elias being sent to the widow of Zarephath, that unto 
the Gentiles mercy had been extended, when it was 
withheld from Israel. Mrs, Bailey. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is Elijah ctdled? Where is Tishbe supposed to have 
been ? Where else might it be ? To whom did God send him ? 
What evil thinff had Ahab done ? Who induced him to do it ? 
Who was Jezeoel? What else did Ahab do to good people? 
And to prophets ? How did Elijah escape ? Where was Chenth ? 
How was he fed ? What else does the Bible tell us about the 
ravens? Where are they still found? Where else did Elii'ah 
go ? Why ? How far was it ? Which way would he go ? What 
religion was the widow ? How were they fed ? Who quotes this 
history ? Where ? For what purpose ? 



ELIJAH— coTiiiwtt^ 

We left the prophet Elijah in his seclusion at i^arephath. 
It does not appear that either the miraculous increase of 
the provisions of the favoured widow, or the raising to 
life of her dead son, were much "noised abroad;" for 
when the severity of the famine began to be felt in 
Samaria, Ahab sent spies into all the land, and demanded 
an oath from the neighbouring nations and kingdoms, 
that if they found Elijah they should deliver him up, not 
as we may believe to put him to death, but that the 
wicked king might compel him to undo what he con- 
sidered had happened through the prophet's word^ instead 
of ''according to** it. Sorcery and m\.OaftY^iV» ^x^ '^^^^i^^&s^ 
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of heathenism, and Ahab, like Pharaoh in Egypt and 
Balak of Moab, believed in divinations. 

Ahab seems to have sought Elijah as Balak sought 
for Balaam, believing that the man (through " mediums" 
or sorcerers) could curse and bless. Close by as the prophet 
■^as, so near to Zidon, Jezebel's early home, and not more 
than fifty miles from Samaria, where King Ahab held 
his court, he remained with the widow in Zarephath un- 
discovered until " the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying. Go, sliew thyself unto Ahab, and I will send rain 
upon the earth." 

Fearlessly and openly Elijah "went" at the Lord's 
bidding, and was met on his way by one who recognised 
and reverenced him. The story of "Obadiah, the governor 
of AhaVs house," is a very striking and instructive one; 
but we will not dwell upon it now further than to remark 
the prophet's words to him, " Go, tell thy lord, Behold, 
Elijah is here." 

This short and respectful message appears to have 
startled good Obadiab, but he overcame his scruples and 
timidity when he found Elijah was in- earnest, and " went 
to meet Ahab, and told him : and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah." 

The narrative does not inform us of the place of their 
meeting, but I think we may infer it was in Galilee, 
because it was " unto all brooks and fountains of water," 
that Ahab and Obadiah were searching, that they might 
find grass to keep the cattle alive. The surprise must 
have been great to Ahab to be told, " Behold Elijah;" but 
when he saw the prophet his uncourteous words were, 
"Art thou he that troubleth Israeli" shewing that he 
deceived himself into the belief that it was Elijah, and 
not his own and his people's sin, that had occasioned the 
famine. 

Elijah's reproof was personal and pointed, and must 

have brought some measure of conviction to the king's 

mind, for he did his bidding in gathering his people and 

the prophets of Baal " unto Mount Carmel." 

Oh, the mountains of Pa\e8tme\ N?\v»fc ^qauqs have been 

enacted upon their heights \ Cooi -w^ T^\ft\iV3x^ ^'^ \isa^- 

tade assembled upon beautiiuV Ca\:m^\ oii ^iJa» w«»sbss«\ 



61'ORIES iLtUSTRATINd HOLY SCRIPTURE. 18S 

Mijab's question to that mixed company was a remarkable 
one : " How long halt ye between two opinions 1 if the 
Lord be God, follow Him : but if Baal, then follow him." 
" The people answered him not a word.** 

What could they answer? The worship of Jehovah was 
the established worship of the nation, and as such wad 
maintained in appearance; but the worshijj of Baal was the 
darling superstition of Queen Jezebel. "Dolibtless, in the 
existing state of the court," writes Dr. Hugh M'Neilej 
" and its divers influences, patronage, &c., there were men 
who defended both the worships, provided the worshippers 
were sincere on either side, and who thought that in 
doing so they gave proof of their own religious charity — 
their own broad, comprehensive love ; while in point of 
fact they were giving proof that they had no religion at 
all — no true regard for the presence and power of a 
heart-searching God.'* 

Although there were 7,000 (God knew their exact 
number) in Israel on that very day who had not bowed 
the knee to Baal, they did not avow themselves, and 
Elijah knew not of them — he thought he stood alone, 
and alone he challenged them to prepare a sacrifice, and 
call each upon his God, "and the God that answereth 
by fire, let him be God." The challenge was accepted, 
Baal and his worshippers were put to shame, and the 
name of the Lord God of Israel was glorified. The 
people fell on their faces and cried, " Jehovah, He is the 
God ! Jehovah, He is the God !" 

Having thus honoured his divine Master and confounded 
his enemies, the zealous prophet proceeded with his com* 
mission : the 450 prophets of Baal were put to death at the 
Kishon, just below Carmel ; and confidently relying upon 
God's word, " I will send rain," he said to Ahab, " Get 
thee up (to the place of sacrifice, no doubt), eat and 
drink, for there is a sound of abundance of rain." 

Elijah also went up to the top of the mountain, not 
to eat and to drink, but to prai/, St. James says, " He 
prayed again;" and he expected, and looked for, and 
waited for the answer. Before many hours the heavens 
were black with clouds and wind, and there was a qreat 
rain, Ahab hastened and xoda Wi^ ^^\iJ^ Vi "^^isfc^. 
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" The hand of the Lord waa on Elljali," we read ; 'ood 
he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the en- 
trance of Jezreel." 

After Buch a public manifestation of the glory of God 

and of the confusion of Baal's prophets, to the honour of 
Elijah, one would have expected that his directions 




would be as lawB to king and people; but, alas] no 
respect appears to have been paid him, no care taken of 
him, hat his life is threatened by that " woman Jezebel," 
and the courageous Elijah fled. 

It has been remarked that the grace for wMcIi many 
of the saints of God have been most eminent haa been 
the very one in which they have broken down. Thus 
the /itilA of Abraham failed him at Pharaoh's court, the 
meefmess of Moaes at the rock of Horeb, the love of St 
John at Samaria (Luke ix. 5i), and so also tbo zeal and 
courage of Elijah at Jezreel, when he knew that the 
wicked Jezebel declared, " By to-morrow, about this time, 
th7 life shall be taken," "When Elijah saw that, he 

arose, and went tor b\B \\?e, axii (Am« to BeeL--sheha, 

wbicb belongeth to Jadak." 
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This was a journey of full eighty miles, and in taking 
it we may suppose that he passed very closely by Jeru- 
salem; but authentic history does not answer the 
question, Was the great prophet ever within its walls ? 
Monkish tradition points out a rock upon the Bethlehem 
road, about an hour from the Holy City, upon which 
Elijah is said to have reclined, and left the mark of his 
weary body in an indenture, which many credulous lips 
press year by year in memory of the prophet's flight from 
Jezebel. 

That Elijah looked with the eye of faith and worship 
towards the temple in Jerusalem we do know, for in that 
memorable day upon Mount Carmel he waited " till the 
time of the offering of the evening sacrifice^* before he 
drew near the altar he had made to present his sup- 
plication to the Lord ; and his lifers labour and longing 
were to have Israel acknowledge the true worship of 
Jehovah as commanded in the sacred services of the 
chosen city. 

As Moses came so near to the Promised Land, and did 
not enter it, so perhaps Elijah passed within view of the 
Holy Temple (it may be more than once), but never 
entered it. Exhausted as he must have been with his long 
journey, he lingered not by the wells of Beer-sheba, but 
leaving his servant to refresh himself there, " he went a 
day's journey into the wilderness, and sat down under a 
juniper tree, and he requested for himself that he might 
die." 

Dr. Tristram, in his admirable little book before 
referred to, says of the juniper tree, "It is the largest 
and most conspicuous of all the plants of the desert. 
Its roots are far thicker and more mossy than the stems : 
the Arabs collect them for the manufacture of charcoal, 
which is considered of the finest quality (Ps. cxx. 4), 
*Hot coals of juniper,' and fetches a higher price in Cairo 
than any other kind. 

" It would appear also to have been iLsed as food in the 
last extremity, for Job speaks of outcasts from Edom, when 
driven into the wilderness, as 'cutting up mallows by 
the bushes, and juniper roots for their meat' (^ob -slx^-^l^AV 
Its roots are very bitter, but \ta ^oi^.^\ ^o\\Aa\i^ \!cv\^^ 
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doubtless, like many other leguminous* plants, sustaiil 
life in extremity." 

As I read these remarks upon the "juniper tree," I 
got a nei^ idea of Elijah's destitution. At Cherith and 
at Zarephath he had the Lord's warrant that "bread 
should be given him and his water should be sure ;" but 
here, "to the wilderness of Beer-sheba," he had come 
unbidden, and how was his life to be sustained ? When 
he said, "It is enough, now, O Lord, take away my life, 
for I am not better than my fathers," was it of the 
Israelites who " perished in the wilderness " that he was 
thinking 1 The God who rained down bread from heaven 
for them sent an angel to supply the prophet's need. 
Twice was ho aroused from sleep to partake of food 
prepared by angel hands, and refreshed by such a banquet 
he went on in the strength of that meat forty days and 
forty nights. Mrs, Bailey. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did Elijah do for the widow ? Why did Ahab seek him ? 
To whom did he first appear ? What good thing had Obadiah 
done ? What message did Elijah send by him ? How did Ahab 
receive him ? What did Elijah tell him to do ? Who met him 
at Mount Carmel? What offer did Elijah make them? How 
did it turn out ? What was done to the prophets ? How many 
people were on God's side ? For what did Elijah pray again ? 
What happened ? Who threatened Elijah ? Where did he go ? 
What do we read about the juniper ? How was Elijah fed now T 
How long was he without food ? Who else fasted as long T 



ELIJAH — continued. 

Elijah then came unto Horeb, the mount of God, which 
was from Beersheba a distance of about 150 miles. Dean 
Stanley says of Horeb, " We must not forget that it is the 
oldest of the * Holy Places ] ' so high did the religion 
which was there first proclaimed tower above any local 
bonds, that throughout the whole subsequent history of 
Judaism there is but one known instance of a visit to this 

*.8ome think that Job meana t\i8i\i >i\i«^ t\y\i\jL^\X!kft mallows by 
the huehea for their foodt and tYiQ mm^o^x \^\a \a ^^kv^ '^^ssl 
tnth. 
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its earliest birthplace, and that one is the great prophet 
Elijah. 

'^The scene of the address to Elijah is now localised 
in the secluded plain immediately below the highest 
point of Gebal Mousa, marked by a broken chapel and 
a solitary cypress." We know of this mount no more 
from Elijah's day till the Christian era. 

A cave was the prophet's lodging-place in Horeb, and 
tradition says the same one in which Moses was hidden 
when the Lord made His gooduess pass before him. 

What Elijah proposed to himself in coming to lodge 
there is not easy to conceive; but it appears to have 
been his own idea, and not the Lord's for him, as we 
may gather from the question, "What doest thou here, 
Elijah 1 " To which he replied, that zeal for the honour 
of God had brought his life in danger, that idolatry 
prevailed in Israel, and that he only remained of the 
prophets of the Lord. 

The Lord graciously commanded him to go and stand 
upon the mount before Him ; and as Elijah was preparing 
to do so, " the Lord passed by," or rather the attendants 
of His majesty and Hia power preceded Him in the wind 
which rent the granite rocks, and the earthquake, and 
the fire, for it is expressly said, " the Lord was not in 
these." 

" The still small voice" was His, and soon that voice 
addressed , the object of its utterance in repeating the 
inquiry, " What doest thou here 1 " and added the com- 
mand and the commission, " Go, return on thy way to the 
wilderness of Damascus, and when thou comest, anoint 
Hazael to be king over Syria, and Jehu to be king ovef 
Israel, and Elisha to be prophet in thy room." 

" So he departed thence," the narrative continues, " and 
found Elisha, the son of Shaphat, of Abel-Meholah, 
ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he 
with the twelfth." 

From Horeb to Abel-Meholah was, I believe, near* 
160 miles, for the latter was a town in the plain of the 
Jordan, about ten miles south of Bethshean, and between 
that and Shechem. 

It does not appear that E\ija\i tcv^l^^ Wi^ ^V».l ^ ^i^a^* 
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Meholah, but having cast his mantle upon Elisha, in 
token of his call to be the Lord's chosen prophet^ he 
passed on. 

Of his anointing the two kings we have no acconnti 
nor are we told how he passed his time after he returned 
to dwell in the land of Israel ; but we are sure that he 
strove to work out the reformation which, by God's own 
word to him at Horeb, was not yet hopeless. As we 
afterwards hear more of the schools of the prophets, 
established by Samuel, we may believe that Elijah re- 
vived these, and that he passed from one to another 
to restrain and encourage the students. 

We read of his appearing in Samaria once after his 
visit to Horeb, when he was commanded by God to go 
and reprove Ahab for his treacherous wickedness to 
Naboth ; and a year or two after this, of his fearlessly 
going down to King Ahaziah that he might personally 
deliver the burden of the Lord to him. 

And now the time of his departure from earth was 
near at hand, and this fact and the mode of it must have 
been revealed to Elisha, for although Elijah requested 
once and again that he should leave him, he declared his 
determination not to do so till the end. 

There is something very touching in his farewell visits 
to the *' sons of the prophets " at Gilgal, and Bethel, and 
Jericho. Elijah must have told them it was his last visit 
to them, and one likes the spirit of the fifty *' who went 
and stood to view afar off." They watched and saw what 
we read of, the crossing over Jordan and the whirlwind, 
which was God's chariot for His honoured servant. 

When we turn to the history of Elijah's translation, 

we find that he went from Jericho to Jordan. There were 

two roads, one to the lower ford which leads to Moab, 

near the pilgrims' bathing-place, the other to the ford of 

Bethabara, the direct road to his native Gilead. This 

would be the natural road for Elijah, under his divine 

impulse, to follow. The sons of the prophets stood to 

view. From the hill behind Jericho they could see their 

course till they came cloae to \>\v& xvn^t's bank, where is 

« steep descent to the wooded ed^<& oi >i)Qft^Qt^wi,^;iws^ 

200 jarda wide. 
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" There they were lost sight of. But on the east side 
the lower ten-ace is much wider, and for nearly half- 
an-hour they were concealed from view. Had they 
gone much farther, they would again have been visible 
from the hill. In this place it was, that, as they talked, 
Elijah was parted from his follower, and so short was 
the time, that the sons of the prophets had not yet 
ceased to gaze, watching till they should emerge, when 
they saw Elisha reappear alone on the hither bank. 

<* We may reasonably believe we have thus ascertained 
that spot to be identical with that of the public preaching 
of John the Baptist^ who came in the spirit and power of 
Elias ; so that where the heaven opened to receive the 
prophet with the chariot and horses of fire, it opened 
again to attest the ministry of his antitype." 

The last two verses of the Old Testament contain a 
promise that Elijah should again appear immediately 
before the advent of the Messiah ; and it seems as if that 
prediction had, in part at least, its fulfilment in John the 
Baptist. He descended also from heaven, in company 
with Moses, and talked with Jesus upon the mount of 
transfiguration ; but the Jews still expect his reappearance. 

When asking some of our little Jewish scholars this 
morning if they had heard of Elijah, one of them said, 
*' Please, yes, ma'am, always at the Passover, we used to 
leave the door open, and set a cup for Elijah to come in 
and drink from ;*' and this, I know, is the custom of the 
Jews at this feast in Jerusalem to this day. 

Mrs. Bailey, Jei'uscUem* 

QUESTIONS. 

Where did God meet Elijah? Where was Horeb ? What does 
Dean Stanley say of it ? What now marks the spot ? What pro- 
phet had been there before ? How did Ood appear to Elijah ? 
What did He say to him ? What did Elijah answer ? What orders 
did God ^ve him ? To what place did he co ? How far was it ? 
Whom did he find there ? What did he do to him ? On what 
other occasion did he appear to Ahab ? Where? And to Ahaziah? 
What became of Elijah ? What prophecy is there in Malachi 
about him ? What expectation have the Jews in consequence ? 
When do they expect him ? How do they shew it ? 
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ISAIAH. 

Isaiah {Salvation ofJah, i.e., Jehovah), the son of Amoz 
(not the prophet), prophesied about " Judah and Jerusalem 
in the days of TJzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings 
of Judah " (Isa. i. 1). We do not know of what tribe or 
family he came. 

Judah was rich and prosperous, but it fell away from 
God, so the prophet was sent to warn the people. He 
had a house in Jerusalem, and used to go to the porches 
and courts of the temple, where there were crowds of 
people, and preach to them. He was always dressed in 
coarse black clothes of sacking or haircloth, to shew that 
he mourned for their sins. He warns Ahaz against join- 
ing the king of Assyria against the king of Israel ; but 
he would not listen to him. 

He prophesies the fall of Babylon, Philistia, Moab, 
Damascus, and the rich ports of Tyre and Sidon. 

Many times during the reign of Hezekiah he is sent by 
God with a message, generally one of kindness. He tells 
him that his prayer for recovery from illness is heard, 
and he shall live fifteen years longer, and he makes the 
shadow of the sun go back ten degrees on the sun-dial. 
He foretells the sudden return of the king of Assyria from 
the siege of Jerusalem, because God made him hear a false 
report, and that he should die in his own land. He also 
told him that the angel of God would smite all the army, 
encamped on the hill outside the gate, with a plague, and 
185,000 died that night. 

He prophesies of the captivity and of their return, and 
even gives the name of Cyrus as the king who shall set 
them free. 

But his chief prophecies are those about Ohnst, which 
are so often quoted in the Gospels when they come to 
pass. They are so exact that Isaiah is called the *^ Gospel 
Prophet/' Eev, Canon Bidgway, 

NoTEa. — The ** porcbea" o£ t\ie tfcm^\«i ^«««i 'y^^ ^rcv^w^^T 
QloiatevB^ made of arched co\ex\iig,^, w^vV^^^^^l'^^^^'^^ ''Cws\ 
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ran along two sides of the great square in which the temple 
stood. One was built by Solomon, the other by Herod. 

QUESTIONS. 

AVhat does "Isaiah** mean? Whose son was he? Of what 
tribe ? When did he prophesy ? For what was Jndah remark- 
able at that time ? Where did Isaiah live ? Where did he pro- 
phesy ? How was he dressed ? Why ? Of what did he warn 
Ahaz? What were his messages to Hezekiah ? What sort of a 
king was he ? What great favour did God shew him ? Against 
what nations and cities did he prophesy ? What king did he name 
long before his birth ? What was that king to do ? How was it 
fulmled ? What were his great prophecies ? Name one ? 



ANATHOTH, 

Jeremiah's Birthplace. 



So many places of interest in and around Jerusalem are 
connected with the history of the prophet Jeremiah, that 
I have been watching for an opportunity of linking them 
together with a few ideas that have often struck me 
when considering the life of that eminent "servant of 
God/* whose earthly course resembled in very many par- 
ticulars that of our blessed Saviour. 

Jeremiah was born in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem ; 
he lived and preached in this doomed city just before its 
destruction by the Chaldeans, when the character of the 
Jews inhabiting it appears to have been the very same as 
before their destruction by the Romans. 

Jeremiah wept over Jerusalem, and was truly "a man of 
sorrows" for her sake ; he was despised, and rejected, and 
cast out by his own people — was carried down into Egypt, 
and without doubt suffered a violent death from those he 
sought to save. If, therefore, the glorious revelations of 
" a Saviour to come " were not granted to him so fully as 
to the prophet Isaiah, the honour was his of treading the 
way of the Lord literally. 

Some one has said, and I like so much to remember the 
remark, t]mt " the Holy Ghost 8\\a.kft wot t?i.Touci?i. tli-a 
prophets as trumpets, but * by ' \J[i^m ^ m^^' — SicL^\j^^^^> 
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we find the homeliness of country life in Jeremiuh'a style, 
and the refinement of polished life in Isaiah's. 




ANATHOTIL 

I rode over to Anathoth one afternoon a long whilo 
ago, wishing to see the birthplace of Jerusalem's prophet 
It ia on the way to Bethel, and ia now hut a wretched 
little villt^e of about a dozen families, who half-cultivate 
the fields surrounding their dwellings, and thus give a 
little appearance of life to the rocky, barreo, and white 
bills around. 

Were it not for the fragments of fallen grandeur, which 
can be traced in the foundations of some of the houses, in 
bitsof bi'oken columns, and in a large cisterncut out of the 
solid rock, one could hardly believe that this was once the 
country dwelling of Abiatbar, the last of the house of Eli, 
and of his successors down to the days of Jeremiah; but all 
travellers have been agreed in believing that this miaer- 
able Arab villago la t^ie -vqtj e^t in which Jei-emiab was 
bora, and we see tio-w li\a "pieAKctioiift <»iikktovc% feti^tiaiVitlv 
flare been accompliBbedi^Jet, u-l'i,%'!>\ 
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Since writing the above I have had the great treat of 

seeing Anathoth again. I told Mr. B that I was 

trying to tell you something about it, and he proposed 
that our donkeys should be saddled, so that we might 
start the very moment our school closed this afternoon, 
to have another look at the place in which I found so 
much interest. 

During the ride of three miles we saw no sign of 
life that I can remember after we passed the bounds 
of the city, but the lizards that darted across our path 
in the most rugged places, and once I observed three or 
four larks ; but there was nothing to break the silence, 
which, with one's thoughts reverting to th^ mournful 
prophet who was familiar with those hills more than 
twenty -four centuries ago, became almost solemn. A 
sudden turn in the path brings one all at once upon 
Anathoth, and also upon one of the most charming and 
extensive views of this wonderful country. 

The Jordan plain looked so near that we appeared to be 
riding down into it, and the deep blue waters of the Dead 
Sea were spread along in the distance with great effect. 
The gorge of the Anion and the heights of Nebo could be 
also clea,rly discerned. 

I was almost startled as I gazed upon all this by 
the remark, " The children of Israel must have passed 
over into the land about there" (pointing in a par- 
ticular direction eastward). I could only exclaim, 
" What a charming spot was Anathoth for a prophet to 
live in !" Northward from it, the ancient Ophrah, 
Himmon, Bethel, Ai, Geba of Benjamin, and Gibeah of 
Saul, can be distinctly seen. The clear atmosphere of an 
evening sky in Palestine is very enchanting. 

Of the ruins of Anathoth itself, I can only say they are 
worth more attention than they have had, for in addition 
to the bevelled stones and large cistern before named, 
there is part of a tesselated pavement, evidently a relic of 
some important building of perhaps the Eoman period, in 
excellent preservation, and greatly reminded me of one of 
the ancient baths we saw in Rome. 

IV. ^ 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where was Jeremiah bom? What sort of a man was he? 
How was he treated by his people? How are his writings 
different from Isaiah's ? Where was Anathoth ? What priests 
lived there ? What places can be seen from it ? What is to be seen 
there now ? What prophecy seems to have been fulfilled there ? 



ANATKOTK-^corUinued. 

I HAVE often thought that no missionary or minister of 
the Gospel should ever be discouraged at the apparent 
want of success he meets with in his labours, after reading 
the life of the prophet Jeremiah. He was sent by the 
Lord to a chosen place and a chosen people (to Jerusalem 
and the men of Judah), and he appears to have been 
called, whilst yet a child, to deliver the Lord's message to 
them. 

The answer he received to his timid pleadings (Jer. 
i. 6) of inability for such service describes his future 
work, and the power that should strengthen him to per- 
form it (ver. 7, 8) ; but, oh ! how many perversities, 
difficulties, and discouragements he met with. 

It is of his errand to the country of the Chaldees that 
I wish to write to-day. When I asked the little Hebrew 
boys in my Bible class the other morning, in what direc- 
tion the two countries lay, -with regard to Jerusalem, in 
which the Jews were captives, one of them put down his 
left arm and said, " Egypt there," and put out his right 
arm and said, " Babylon up there." 

I saw that he fancied he had the map of Palestine before 
him, and that his idea of the position of the places was 
coiTect, although not logically expressed. I have since 
got one of the older boys to sketch a map for me of the 
countries to which Jeremiah went. 

The prophet says, in the thirteenth chapter, that 
the Lord told him to get a linen girdle and put it 
on his loins, and after tWt \^ ^aJsA it and "go to 
Euphrates and hide it tlaere m a ^ici\^ o^ >i)ciftxc>Ot'^ ^^^ ^ 
yfitbout doubt, there were Toa.d.a sai^ -^^-^t* qI CiwassssasNsar 
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tion in those days with which we are not now familiar ; 
but what a long journey it was for such a purpose ! I 
was struck with the thought that Jeremiah was thus sent 
to tread the very path of his predicted captives, but all he 
says about it is, " Lo, I went, as the Lord commanded." 
It is this unhesitating obedience that one admires. 
" After many days ** he was told to go again to Euphrates, 
and take the girdle out of the hole where it was hidden — 
as a sign, without doubt, that Israel should not be forgotten 
of the Lord, although they should be carried away as that 
girdle had been into the land of the Chaldees. 

The valley of Hinnom, with all its dark history of 
idolatry and cruelty, is another of the places that witnessed 
the faithfulness of Jeremiah. Sorely must it have grieved 
him to see the abominations revived which had been 
put away through his influence in the reign of Josiah. 
Priests as well as people were so deeply steeped in iniquity, 
that we find the chief governor in the house of the Lord 
(Pashur by name) striking the prophet, and ordering him 
to be put in the stocks, because he dared to utter t])e 
message of the God of heaven. 

It must be confessed that the repeated persecutions 
and oppositions of his brethren sorely tried the faith and 
patience of Jeremiah, and a bitterness of spirit is some- 
times expressed by him that shews he was not "like 
Jesus " in this, for only of Christ can it be said that ho 
was " vdthoui sin" 

Tradition points out a cave just beyond the walls of 
Jerusalem to the north, in which the monks tell us 
Jeremiah wrote his Lamentations. That he was long 
imprisoned, and that he was cruelly thrust down a filthy 
dungeon, he tells us himself ; but that he dwelt in a cave 
we have no record. 

The last journey of the prophet must to him have been 
a very sad one. It appears that when the Chaldean army 
was broken up in Jerusalem, because of the report of war 
with the Egyptians, Jeremiah thought it a favourable 
time for him to leave the city and return (most probably) 
to his possessions in Anathoth ; but his intention was 
discovered, and through the miaap^T^etisvsjrtt. cil KJ^^'ssftk \sw 
powetf be was condemned to t^e V\\^*\» \x£i\»^^sRrosssK^ 
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with the hope that it would lead to his speedy death ; 
but God had still a work for His now aged servant to 
perform. 

He must go " down into Egypt," and there deliver the 
Lord's message to idolatrous Egyptians and treacherous 
Israelites ; he dwelt with his brethren in the royal city 
of Tahpanhes, called by the Greeks Daphne, I believe, 
which was at that time the superb capital of Egypt. 
It is far more likely that he wrote his Lamentations 
there, for they are truly " Jerusalem's funeral song," and 
become still more touching, if we can think of them as 
penned in such an exile. 

Almost the last act recorded of Jeremiah is his sending 
a copy of his predictions against Babylon by the hand 
of Seraiah to his captive brethren in Chaldea, with the 
commission that he should " read " it (to them, I should 
suppose, for their encouragement and support), and 
that he should make a solemn protestation of the 
divine authority and unquestionable certainty of that 
which he read by concluding with these words, " 
Lord, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, 
that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but 
that it shall be desolate for ever.*' After this he was 
to bind a stone to the book and cast it into the Euphrates, 
with the words, " Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not 
rise from the evil that I will bring upon her." 

The exact time and place of Jeremiah's death is not 
known ; but that he was stoned to death by the infidel 
Jews, who took him down into Egypt, there is little 
doubt. Mrs. Bailey, 

QUESTIONS. 

To whom is Jeremiah's life an encouragement ? In which direc- 
tion are Babylon and Egypt, as you face a map of Palestine ? On 
what mission did God send Jeremiah ? For what purpose ? How 
far was it ? What else was he to do ? What must we admire ? 
What did it mean ? What other place witnessed his faathfdlness ? 
Where is it ? For what was it famous ? What did they do to 
Jeremiah, there? Where was he impvisoned? Where did he 
write the Lamentations ? W \^^ ^\^\a ^o m^5jQ.^'^\iw&.\ What 
did be buiy in Mount Nebol Ho^ ^^V^ ^^'^ 
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JEREMIAH. 

The cause of the prophet's going down to Egypt we can 
gather from his own words at the end of his book. 

A few of the people, the remnant of the army, had 
i*allied round him, after all the rest had been taken away, 
and after the last prince of Judah, Gedaliah, had been 
murdered by Ishmael. These came to the habitation of 
Chim-ham, by Bethlehem, which had once been the house 
of Boaz and Ruth, of Jesse and of David, but now 
was the wayside inn along the road that goes down into 
Egypt. 

There they staid, with women and children and ser- 
vants, till Jeremiah came to them. Then they made 
Jeremiah inquire of the Lord whether they should flee 
into Egypt ; and God said they should not ; but they 
did not believe the prophet — they said he prophesied 
falsely ; so they went down to Egypt in spite of him, and 
there came upon them the evil that God said should come 
upon them. 

This was the cause why God made Jeremiah go with 
them to Egypt, to keep telling these wilful Jews that 
they could only have His blessing if they obeyed His 
command ; but we see how God never leaves people as 
long as there is any hope of bringing them back. 

Let us read the account in the book of Jeremiah, 
(chap, xli.) 

" Then arose Ishmael the son of i^ethaniah, and the ten 
men that were with him, and smote Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew 
him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor 
over the land. 

" Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with him, 
even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that 
Were found there, and the men of war. 

"And it came to pass the second day after he had 
slain Gedaliah, and no man ^lh^^ \\», >iXvaX. *viftKt<6 <»sss^ 
certain from Shechera, from Sh\\o\i, wdA iw«i "^^sasa^ca.^ 
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even fourscore men, Laving their beards shaven, and 
their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with offer- 
ings and incense in their hand, to bring them to the house 
of the Lord. 

" And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth from 
Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as he went : and 
it came to pass, as he met them, he said unto them. Come 
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. 

" And it was so, when they came into the midst of the 
city, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them and 
cast them into the midst of the pit, he, and the men that 
were with him. 

" But ten men were found among them that said unto 
Ishmael, Slay us not ; for we have treasures in the field, 
of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. So he 
forbare, and slew them not among their brethren. 

" Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead 
bodies of the men, whom he had slain because of Gedaliah, 
was it which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha 
king of Israel ; and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled 
it with them that were slain. 

" Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of 
the people that were in Mizpah, even the king's daughters, 
and all the people that remained in Mizpah, whom 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had committed to 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam ; and Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah carried them away captive, and departed to 
go over to the Ammonites. 

" But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that were with him, heard of all the 
evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 

" Then they took all the men, and went to fight with 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and found him by the 
great waters that are in Gibeon. 

" Now it came to pass, that when all the people which 
were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces that were with him, then they 
were glad, 
^^ So all the peox)le tliat laYimafcY \i^^ caccvied away 
captive from Mizpah cast a\)o\xt «u^ tcXaxtci^^, ^w\ ^'s^ 
unto Johanan the son of KaieaVi, 
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" But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from 
Johanan with eight men, and went to the Ammonites. 

" Then took Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that were with him, all the remnant 
of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he had slain 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of war, 
and the women, and the children, and the eunuchs, whom 
he had brought again from Gibeon : 

" And they departed, and dwelt in the habitation of 
Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to enter into 
Egypt, because of the Chaldeans : for they were afraid of 
them." 

QUESTIONS. 

Who was Gedaliah ? Whom else did he kill ? Whence did they 
come ? For what purpose ? Where did he put the dead bodies ? 
Who made the pit? For what? What hecame of Ishmael? 
What did the men do who were with him ? What made him run 
away ? What did Johanan and his people do ? Where did they 
dwell ? What had that house once been ? What was it then ? 
What prophet joined them there ? What did they make him do ? 
What was God*s answer? Why did they not obey it? Where 
did they go ? Why did Jeremiah go with them ? 



JEREMIAH — continued. 

" Then all the captains of the forces, and all the people, 
from the least even unto the greatest, came near, and 
said unto Jeremiah the prophet. Let, we beseech thee, 
our supplication be accepted before thee, and pray for 
us unto the Lord thy God, even for all this remnant 
(for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes do 
behold us) : 

" That the Lord thy God may shew us the way wherein 
we may walk, and the thing that we may do. 

" Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have 
heard you; behold, I will pvay \m\jo \Jtv^\jsyt^ ^wa^^^^ 
according to your words j and \^ ^«3X ^wsi^ \^ ^-a^^^^O^^a^. 
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whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer yon, I will 
declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from 
you. 

" And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of 
the Lord came unto Jeremiah.'' Then called he Johanan, 
and all the captains of the forces, and all the people, from 
the least even to the greatest, and told them God said no 
hann should happen to them if they remained in Judah, 
but He would protect them. Then he went on to say, 
" The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of 
Judah, go ye not into Egypt ; know certainly that I have 
admonished you this day. 

" If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and 
go to sojourn there, then it shall come to pass, that the 
sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the 
land of Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, 
shall follow close after you there in Egypt ; and there ye 
shall die. 

^^ So it shall be with all the men that set their faces to 
go into Egypt to sojourn there ; they shall die by the 
sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence. 

'* And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made 
an end of speaking unto all the people all the words of 
the Lord their God, 

" Then spake all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, 
Thou speakest falsely : the Lord our God hath not sent 
thee to say. Go not into Egypt to sojourn there, 

" But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth tliee on against 
us, for to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that 
they might put us to death, and carry us away captives 
into Babylon. 

^' So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains 
of the forces, and all the people obeyed not the voice of 
the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah, 

" But took all the remnant of Judah, that were returned 
from all nations, whither they had been driven, to dwell 
in the land of Judah, 

''Even men, and women, and children, and the king's 
daughters, and every pevBon t\i'aL\> "^^Wi^xi-^dau the 
captain of the guard had \e£t> ^\\\i Cjc^^^aXvaXv. 
^' ;So they came into tbe load oi ^^^"^i \ ^ot >(}tta^ ^J^^^i^ 
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not the voice of the Lord : thus came they even to 
Tahpanhes. 

<' Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah in 
Tahpanhes, saying, 

<' Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in 
the clay in the brick-kiln, which is at the entry of 
Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the 
men of Judah ; 

<' And say unto them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, £ehold, I will send and take Nebu- 
chadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will set 
his throne upon these stones that I have hid; and he 
shall spread his royal pavilion over them. 

'^And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of 
Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to death ; and 
such as are for captivity to captivity ; and such as are for 
the sword to the sword" (Jer. xliii. 1-11). 

QUESTIONS. 

What did the people ask Jeremiah to do? What did they 
promise? What did ^6 promise? How soon did God answer? 
What did He say should happen if they staid ? What, if they 
went to Egy^t ? How did the people take it ? What did they 
say of Jeremiah? What about Baruch? What did they do? 
Whom did they take ? Where did they go ? What did God tell 
Jeremiah ? What was he to say ? 



EZEKIEL. 

EzEKiEL (God will strengthen) was the son of Buzi, of 
whom nothing is known. By some he has been said to 
be the servant of Jeremiah. He did prophesy quite at 
the end of Jeremiah*s time j but he was very different, 
being a man of great boldness, who never quailed, and he 
spoke words that were like " a consuming fire." 

He was taken captive in the reign of Jehoiakin with 
other noble prisoners, eleven years before Jerusalem waa 
destroyed, and he settled witli t\ieui o\i^^\»x^^ ^*^ "^^ 
Tiver Ci^ebar, where \i^ ^n? \\vo^^ ^w^^^ ^\vv3«x V^ 
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describes in his book. He only lived twenty-seven years 
after he was taken to Babylon, and did not begin to 
prophesy till the fifth year of his exile. 

His book is a long one, and very hard to understand. 
There are many visions and parables, proverbs and poems 
in it, and he often uses buildings and their ornaments to 
explain his meaning, which shew-s he lived mostly in a 
city and not in the country. He refers to Daniel by 
name (ch. xxviii. 3), so that they no doubt knew each 
other. 

His description of the fairs at T3?Te gives us an account 
of the trade and commerce of all the world, and the various 
products which came from each country, so that it is 
almost like a geography lesson. 

His prophecy may be divided into two parts : 1. Pro- 
phecies before the destruction of Jerusalem ; 2. pro- 
phecies after that event. The former are all reproof, 
warning, and correction ; the latter are chiefly consolation 
and hope, with God's judgment on the seven heathen 
nations around them, the future condition of Israel, the 
restoration of Jerusalem, and the final glory of the chosen 
people in a renewed " land flowing with milk and honey," 
and the outpouring of all God's blessings upon them. 

Mev. Canon Ridgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

What does ** Ezekiel" mean? Whose son was he? Who was 
he ? When did he prophesy ? What was his character ? Where 
did he prophesy ? In whose reign was he captured ? What other 
prophet does he name ? Into what parts may bis book Ig divided? 
What proof have we that he lived in a city ? How lone did he 
prophesy ? Why is his book hard to understand ? What is it 
chiefly about ? 



THE PROPHET JONAH. 



After the death of Elisha, it is written (in 2 Kings xiv. 

2^) that Jonah encouraged Israel by his prophecies ; but 

to what those particular prop\iecv&^ t:^«\.^5i, \% xiot re- 

vealed. Doubtleiss tbiey Teferred mot^ \ft ^iJc^^ Qi\Nr\^Q^'ib\^ 

that was no near its end, t\\«cxx to t\ie «^\\\\.\vd\ VoX^y^j^ ^\ 
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God's chosen people. But the history of the one great 
event of Jonah's life appears to follow upon that of Elijah 
and Elisha. He **was of Gath-hephar," a city of the tribe 
of Zabulon (which was between the sea of Galilee and the 
Mediterranean). (Matt. iv. 13.) 

The Jews have a tradition that he was the son of the 
widow of Zarephath, and that he was the messenger sent 
by Elisha to anoint Jehu, as stated in 2 Kings ix. 1 ; but 
as he calls himself " a Hebrew," we can hardly see how 
this can be ; he cei'tainly has a pre-eminence amongst the 
prophets in beiug a signal type of Christ, and as being the 
lirst whose prediction and history are given in a separate 
book. 

God honoured him with a commission, the fulfilling of 
which forms the wonderful narrative of this remarkable 
book. The commission was — " Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness is come 
up before me." Nineveh was at that time the metropolis 
of the mighty Assyrian monarchy, an ancient city even in 
those days (Gen. x. 11), and eminent for its power and 
wealth, as well as for its size ; but it was, alas ! a heathen 
city, and its idolatry and wickedness were veiy great. 

A clever little book, " Lost Cities brought to Light," 
has lately fallen in my way. I have read it to the elder 
boys of our school in an occasional half hour, and it has 
been very gratifying to see how intelligently they enjoyed 
it, especially the account of Thebes. If our young friends 
do not already possess this little volume, I hope they will 
soon get a sight of it, for the graphic sketch it gives of 
Nineveh, about Jonah's time, presents the very view I 
desire to place before them, but cannot succeed so well as 
its authoress has done. In following her thoughts of its 
vastness, riches, powers, and idolatry, one can better 
understand the reluctance of the prophet to go to it on 
the Lord's errand, although his shrinking back, and fleeing 
to another place, cannot be excused. 

Instead of fulfilling the Divine command, " Go to 
Nineveh," Jonah went down to Joppa (Jaffa), that he 
might take ship for Tarshish. This was a very natural 
thing for him to do, aa \\\a "^wt^o^^ '^^^s. ^.^^ ^^^\^^^ 
Tarshish was then a ttowrisVina coVoxv^ qI'Y^^'^ Sxv %s«v«^^ 
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to whicli the vesaela of Tyre (bo laagn ficently deacnbed 
by the prophet Ezekiel in chap xxvu ) were frequently 
tradin" 




In Gen. x. 4, we read that Tarshiah waa the name 
of one of Javan's sons, by whom " the isles of the Gen- 
tiles were divided in their landa," and it occurred to me, 
as I referred to this passage, that perhaps this Tarshish 
was an early shipbuilder ; ibr how coiiid the " isles of 
the Gentiles" be visited without some kind of vessels) 
It may be that these great-great-grandchildren of Noah 
found out a way of navigating the Mediterranean much 
earlier than history records or poets sing of. 

At all events, before Solomon's day there was an estab- 
lished trading by our present Indian route, and that mighty 
monarch's ships went to Tarshish, and were called "ships 
of Tarshish," and they went, moreover, in company with 
those of Hiram, King of Tyre. 

On a tomb at Pompeii there is a painting of one of 

these early vessels in full sail, with oars as well as sails ; 

aod I have read o{ oae of them as having 4000 rowers, 

and at least 3000 other peraotia em'jXo'seA. wx the naviga- 

^'oa of it. We may suvpos^it 'Haa liot mi ^5OT}[s % tsoa 

tJtat Jonah " paid the fare ot, ani wea^ io'Hti\i!.\»;' 
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" fiut the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and 
there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship 
was like to be broken. 

" Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man 
unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the 
ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was 
gone down into the sides of the ship ; and he lay, and was 
fast asleep. 

'' So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, 
What meanest thou, O sleeper 1 arise, call upon thy God, 
if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. 

" And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let 
us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil 
is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon 
Jonah. 

" Then said they unto him. Tell us, we pray thee, for 
whose cause this evil is upon us 1 What is thine occupa- 
tion ? and whence com est thou 1 what is thy country 1 
and of what people art thou ? 

" And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew ; and I fear 
the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea 
and the dry land. 

" Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto 
him. Why hast thou done this ? For the men knew that 
he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had 
told them, 

" Then said they unto blm, What shall we do unto 
thee, that the sea may be calm iiBto us ? for the sea 
wrought, and was tempestuous. 

'* And he said unto tkem, Take me up, and cast me 
forth into the sea j so ^ali the sea be calm unto you : for 
I know that fov bi^ sake this great tempest is upon you. 

'' Nevertheless, the mmi ]x>wed hard to bring it to the 
land ; but they could not : for the sea wrou|^t, and was 
tempestuous against them. 

" Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said. We 
beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish 
for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood ; 
for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. 

"So tbey took up Jonah, and c«kS\. VvKi VixJOft. S»Xr> ^^csr^ 
sea, and the sea ceased from laer Togox^. 
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"Thea the men feared tlie Lord exceedingly, and 
offered a sacrifice unto tLe Lord, and made tows. 

" Now the Lord had prepared a great fiah to swallow 
up Jonah, And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three 
days and three nights. 

" Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord hia God out of the 
fish's belly." 

Jonah tells us what his cry was when " out of the fish's 
belly he was vomited upon the dry land." A veiy dif- 
ferent Hpirit waa in him ; he gladly " looked towanto the 
holy temple" at Jerusalem, and asked that his prayer 
might come iu before the Lord. 




When commanded the 8e«tTii\mete"MWfcraiiiyiyn 
Nineveh and preach the word" Oia.t IVft Ijoti ^tiAWA. 



STORIES ILLUSTRATING fiOLY SCRIPTURE. 207 

hira, he at once " arose and went," and in the very heart 
of that great metropolis proclaimed, " Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown." And most wonderful, 
the Ninevites believed what he said ; and by royal pro- 
clamation they humbled themselves, and ** cried mightily 
unto God, and turned every one from his evil way." 

The Lord saw it, and spared them. This displeased the 
prophet exceedingly, because when in his own land he 
had foreseen how it would be. I suppose he knew that 
in Elijah's day, when Ahab humbled himself, that wicked 
king was spared punishment for a season. 

Jonah, in persistent anger, went out of Nineveh, and 
(perhaps by the river side, where reeds grew plentifully) 
he made himself a booth, over which a friendly gourd 
soon spread its green shade, and he was very glad of the 
gourd, as a protection from the great heat. But a worm 
smote the fragile plant, so that it withered ; and now a 
sirocco wind blew upon the unprotected head of Jonah 
that ho fainted, or he had, as we should say in Palestine, 
a sunstroke. 

The Lord graciously condescended to reason with 
this wayward man in his sufferings (Jonah iv. 10), 
saying, " If thou hast had pity on the gourd, for which 
thou didst not labour, neither madest it to grow, 
should not I spare Nineveh, in which are more than 
1 20,000 persons who cannot discern between their right 
hand and their left, and also much cattle " — i.e., little 
children, who did not know one hand from the other. 

I think this is one of the most comforting verses in 
the Old Testament for parents : we see in it how tenderly 
God regards helpless infants. He spared Nineveh for 
their sakes, because they were innocent in His sight of 
actual sin. 

It is said that Jonah returned to Palestine, but whether 
to Gath-hepher or to Tyre we cannot decide. There is 
an ancient ruin called Jiftah (or Giftah), near Cana of 
Galilee, which some think is the site of Gath-hepher. 

Mrs. Bailey. 

Notes. —Nineveh. This was a very large city. It waa built \xv 
form tbu8, Fl its longer sides being ev^\ft%iTLTK!^si'^,«A'>^'3^^^'^^ 
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twelve. The distance ronnd it was therefore sixty miles. London 
has not more than a quarter of snch an area. Its walls were 
a hundred feet high, ana so broad were they, that three chariots 
abreast conld be driven along them. These waUs had fifteen 
hnndred towers npon tiiem, all of them two hundred feet in height. 
It took three days to walk across the city. Joppa — a very old 
town, havine three of its sides washed by the Mediterranean Sea^ 
now called Jaffa. Ta/rahish—Sk place called Tartessns, on the river 
6nad-al-qai-ver, in the soath of Spain, where gold was found. 
Shipmagter — the captain of the ship. Marmer^& sailor. Metro- 
p(di8— chief city, capital. Gourd — a cUmbins plant, which grows 
very quickly, and has very larjy^ leaves. Strocco — a strong, hot 
wind, that blows from the east in hot countries, like the bhist of 
a furnace. 

QUESTIONS. 

What great work had God in store for Jonah ? Why was he to 
be sent to Nineveh in particular ? Give some account of this city. 
Why did not Jonah obey God ? Where did he go ? With what 
int^tion? What happened during the voyage? Describe the 
tempest. What did tne sailors think caused it? What did they 
do in order to find out the offender ? What was the result of the 
lots being cast ? What did the people ask Jouah ? What was 
his reply ? What did he then wish them to do ? How then did 
the men act ? Why could they not get the ship to land ? What 
became of Jonah ? What change t(K)k place m the sea ? How 
long was Jonah in the belly of the fish ? How did he spend his 
time there ? How did he get out ? What second command did 
God give him ? How did he act this time ? What did he preach? 
With what result ? How did he shew his temper ? How did 
God reprove him ? What lessons may we leara from his history ? 



MICAH, NAHUM, ZEPHANIAH. 

MiCAH (who 18 like unio Jehovah) calls himself the Moras- 

thite, which probably means that he was bom at Moresh- 

eth-Gath ; and he tells us that he prophesied in the days 

of Jotham^ Ahaz, and Hezekiab, kings of Judah. He 

came after Isaiah, but died before him, in the days of 

Sezekiab, 

Sis prophecy is again&t \)ot\i \\ift VY£i^^QtD>& q1 '^^^^ 

and laraeJ, foretelling tliervxmoi\>o>b\i,\>3 ^^\!cc^^\wss^^\ 
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Shalmaneser and Sennacherib, the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, and the dispersion of the Israelites. He also says 
that the Messiah shall be born at Bethlehem. Jeremiah 
speaks of him as a prophet ; both Ezekiel and Zephaniah 
quote his words, as also does our Lord (Matt. x. 35). 

Nahum (rest or consolation) is called the Elkoshite ; 
probably he was born in a little village of that name in 
Galilee. He lived after the Israelites were carried captive, 
and prophesied when Hezekiah had bribed Sennacherib 
with the treasure of the temple. 

His prophecy is, like that of Jonah, against Nineveh, 
which had fallen back into sin ; and he also foretells the 
death of Sennacherib. 

He mentions Ethiopia, Egypt, Put, Lubim, Bashan, 
and Carmel. 

His illustrations are taken from rural matters, e.g., figs, 
grasshoppers, canker-worm, locusts, clay, and brick-kilns, 
which shew that he lived in the country rather than the 
town. 

Zephaniah {whom Jehovah defended) was the son of 
Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, in the days of Josiah, king of 
Judah. For fifty years there had been no prophecy, 
during the wicked reign . of Manasseh, who was taken 
captive to Babylon. This book is very similar to that of 
Jeremiah, and has warnings against Jerusalem, Judah, 
and the worship of Baal and Moloch. 

Bev» Canon Ridgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

What does " Micah " mean ? Where was he bori ? When did 
he live ? Against what people did he prophesy ? Against what 
city ? What prophet mentions him by name ? Who else quote 
his words ? What particular did he foretell about our Lord's 
birth ? Who was Nahum ? What does his name mean ? When 
did he prophesy ? Against what place ? and what king ? 
What do his illustrations shew ? Name some. 

When did Zephaniah live? Whose son was he? What book 
doea his resemble ? Agadust wliat ia i^ 'm\\.\«a.1 'S.iy^ Xw^s^Xsa^ 
tJwy been without a prophet ^ 

IV. o 
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THE PROPHETS JOEL, AMOS, AND HOSEA. 

Joel. 

The prophets Joel, Amos, and Hosea were without 
doubt contemporaries, and it is difficult to know which 
of them was first called to declare the will of the Lord. 
We are inclined to the opinion that Joel prophesied to 
Judah at the same time that Amos published his message 
to Israel, and that these two rather preceded Hosea. 

The very names of the prophets may become connecting 
links to the history of the world, if we try to find out the 
time and the circumstances in which they lived and wrote, 
and our Bibles will certainly become much more intelligible 
to us when we search them with such inquiry. 

In the days of Babylon's wealth and glory, we read in the 
book of Daniel of "certain of the children of Israel, and of 
the king's seed, and of the princes,'' being placed under the 
care of one Ashpenaz, to be nourished and educated for 
three years at the king's expense. At the end of the 
three years, those youths were brought into the royal 
presence, to be examined as to their attainments, &c., 
when it was found that the four who had kept the word 
of the Lord (which they had been taught in early child- 
hood) " had more knowledge and skill in all learning and 
wisdom " than any of their companions, so that the king 
said he found them " ten times better than all the wise 
men of his realm." 

I have often thought that it would be just thus in 
the matter of education now, if at the end of an 
appointed term of years those children were examined 
who have had God's word as the foundation of instruc- 
tion, and those who have not been taught from the 
Bible. Which would be the more intelligent 1 No book 
has such power to awaken intellect and create a desire for 
knowledge as the Bible. There we learn our first lessons 
of acience and history *, ttiere "Wft ^xl^ VJcifc ^«x\\»afc ^etry 
of the liuman race, the first ajocovxxAa o^ w\» ^sAxcasjLX&ir 
tarea, while it is the only \)Ook V\\«*. cwn V^ ^»^ ^^ "^^ 



ST0BIB8 ILtOSTRATmO HOLT SCKIPTURE. 211 

eternal future of mankind, because it is the book of God 

himself. 

On looking into the book of the prophet Joel, we shall 
not find Tnany places mentioned, atill it has a special 
interest for both the Jewish and the Gentile world. 
Beth-horon, twelve miles north-west of Jerusalem, is said 
to have been the prophet's birthplace and buryicg-place, 
but this we have from tradition, and not from God's word. 

The Jews say that he lived in the time of Elisha'a famine 
of seven years, and that it is the effect of that long drought 
he so vividly describes in his first chapter. But those 
were the days of Israel's rebellion, when the blessing 
promised in Dent, xTviii. 13 was repeatedly withheld. 




The time was now near when a yet further visitation of 
God'srighteousjudgment must appear, as foretold in the 
fiftieth and fifly^first verses of the same chapter. " That 
nation of fierce countenance, who will not regard the 
person of the old, nor shew favour to the young," spoken 
of by Moses those centuries before, which would come, as 
Joel now foretells, to finish what the palmer-worm, the 
locust, the canker-worm, and the caterpillar had left, was 
the Assyrian. The locusts were an apt emblem of the 
Chaldean array, 

I met with a little paraphrase the other day of what the 
prophet says of the locust, that I must give yon : — 

" The locust is fierce, and strong, aad gdtn. 
And an armed man ia atvtA^ ol 'nua. ', 
He comes like a wicg'^d. Bbi>^ <il Axea^-, 
With hit Bbieldedb&ck. ani^ Kna^^^<3i^ 
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And his doable wings for hasty flight. 
And his keen unwearying appetite. 
He comes with famine and fear along — 
An army — a million million strong ; 
like £a(|p the land before they And, 
But they leave it a desolate waste behind." 

This exactly describes the locust, when God sends it as 
His judgment. And here the Chaldean armies, after 
many incursions, finally laid Judah and Jerusalem waste, 
as we may read in 2 Kings xxiv., xxv. I must think 
that Joel remembered the example of the Ninevites, when 
he urged the priests and the people to sanctify a fast, to 
assemble the elders, .and ga/ther tlie children y that they 
might cry nnto the Lord. 

The wicked king of Nineveh had done this not many 
years before, and he and his people were spared. Jonah 
was grieved that mercy was extended to the heathen. 
Joel prayed for and with Judah and Jerusalem, and 
assures them of present and future blessings; at the same 
time the honour is given him of being the first to fore- 
tell the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh, and 
^^ whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be delivered." 

The last chapter of this striking book is a precious one 
for God's people, and a terrible one for their enemies. We 
cannot doubt that Jiidah means Judah, and Jerusalem the 
literal Jerusalem in its closing verses. When Egypt is a 
desolation, and Edom a wilderness, Judah shall abide, 
and Jerusalem remain, even " from generation to gener- 
ation,'' but not always as now. Her mountains shall be 
cultivated, and her hills clothed with flocks, her rivers 
shall flow with water, and a fourUain shall come forth of 
theluyuse of the Lord, and shall water the valley of Chittim 
(which is over against Gilgal), and Jerusalem shall be 
holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any 
more. Let us therefore continue to seek the good of 
God's chosen. Mrs, Bailey. 

Which prophets lived togethetl \^\sM^Te.TO^^M«L^\^\fc^'0«^^ 
the other two ? To 'whom Sid 3oe\ "^to^^Ywew^^ w^^ fc^saa^l ^^^^ 
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were those childreii Daniel spoke of? What does he tell us about 
them ? What may we learn from it ? Where was Joel bom ? 
What insect docs he use to illustrate the army? What army? 
What does he say about it ? Why does he invite them to keep 
a fast ? What is promised about Jerusalem ? Where is Chittim ? 



Amos. 

Amos (burden) was a native of Tekoa, in Judab, about 
six miles south of Bethlehem. 

He was a shepherd and a woodman, or dresser of syca- 
more trees, till he was called by God to be a prophet, 
though he was not brought up in any of the " schools of 
the prophets." 

He was sent by God to the kingdom of Israel, to tell 
the people of their wickedness ; and he prophesied "in the 
reigns of Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam II., he 
son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earth- 
quake " (Amos i. 1 ; Zecli. xiv. 5). 

Israel was then at the height of its power and wealth ; 
but the poor were ground down ; idleness and luxury 
were common ; and religion was neglected. The cause of 
this was the worship of the calves at Dan and Bethel, 
set up by Jeroboam I. 

Amos went to Bethel to preach against the worship 
of these calves, as the man of God from Judah had 
done before, when they were first set up. The king had 
a summer palace at Bethel, and there was the chief 
temple of the calves, and it was a royal chapel, with 
royal priests to serve in it. 

The high priest was Amaziah, and he wrote to Jero- 
boam II., and told him what Amos said, and that he was 
raising a rebellion against him ; so the king ordered Amos 
to leave his kingdom, and he had to go back to Judah. 

First he preached against the nations round about the 
two kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and then he describes 
the state of those two kingdoms, and goes on to the 
account of his visit to Bethel, and the punishment he 
had foretold, and he finishes with a prophecy about the 
coming of the Messiah. 
He very often takes laia exam^\^% i\:o\si ^\\.^ 'vic^^is^ 
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as one of his trade was most used to, for instance, — 
^' I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is 
full of sheaves " (Amos ii. 13). 

" Can a bird fall in a snare upon the earth, where no 
gin is for him " (iii. 4, 5). 

" He will take you away with hooks, and your posterity 
with fish-hooks " (iv. 2). 

" Ye shall go out at the breaches ; every cow at that 
which is before her " (iv. 3). 

'^ As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him ; 
or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, 
and a serpent bit him " (v. 19). 

" Let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness 
as a mighty stream " (v. 24). 

Rev, Canon Ridgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

Where was Amos bom ? Where is that ? What does his name 
mean ? What was his trade ? Where was he sent ? To what 
king? What was the state of Israel? Where did he preach? 
Against what ? Who had done so before ? In whose reip;n ? 
What happened then ? What did that king do ? What did this 
king do ? What prophet interfered then ? What priest interfered 
now ? Tell me some of his illustrations. What do they shew as ? 
What became of him ? 



HOSEA. 

HosEA, or Hoshea {Saviour), was the son of Beeri, but 
we do not know to what tribe he belonged. He must 
have lived about the same time as Isaiah, as well as with 
Jonah and Nahum, during part of their lives. 

He began to prophesy in the reign of TJzziah, king of 
Judah, and Jeroboam II., king of Israel. He died at 
the beginning of that of Hezekiah, so that he taught the 
people for about fifty-nine years. 

His prophecies were chiefly about the kingdom of Israel; 
and were spoken there : but they concerned both king- 
doiDS. 
He gives some good acco\m\)^ o^ ^iXi^ ^^^ ^^'s^'^ Yv^^d^ 
and also of the things tbal ^eicft ^toNJUwi^Js^a ^q.\x\5l\»t^ ^ 
that time, viz: — 
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" She decked herself with her earrings and her jewels " 
(Hos. ii. 13). 

" I will be to Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of 
Judah as a worm" (v. 12). 

He takes many examples from baking bread, e,g,y " as 
an oven heated by the baker, who ceaseth from raising 
after he hath kneaded the dough, until it be leavened " 
(vii. 4). 

" Ephraim is a cake not turned." 

" Judgment springeth up as hemlock in the furrows ot 
the field." 

We learn that their "feast days,'* and " new moons and 
sabbaths,*' were days of " mirth." 

Also that they sacrificed "on the tops of the mountains, 
and burnt incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars 
and elms, because the shadow thereof is good *' (iv. 13). 

Many of his examples are from country scenes — e.g, 

" They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a 
dove out of the land of Assyria." 

" I will spread my net upon them : I will bring them 
down as the fowls of the heaven." 

" The prophet is the snare of a fowler in all his ways." 

"They have sown the wind, and they shall reap the 
whirlwind : it hath no stalk; the bud shall yield no meal." 

Eev, Canon Ridgway. 

QUESTIONS. 

What does "Hoshea" mean? Who else had nearly the same 
name ? When did Hosea live ? Whose son was he ? What other 
prophets lived at the same time? How many years did he pro- 
phesy ? What about ? What do we learn about women's dress ? 
About the trees that grew there ? How did they keep the sab- 
baths? Name some of the other things that grew there. To 
what trade does he refer ? 



THE PROPHETS. 

Ha-bak-kuk (embrace) is said by the Jews to have been 
that son of the woman of Shunem whom Elisha restored 
to life ; but we have no prooi oi\\i \ wA\i^'»^\t^%^^"^«^^'^^ 
certainly about him, and tti© «x«c<i\» ^^^^ Vaje^ ^^'^ ^^^ 
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phesied is doubtful. Though it is said by some to have 
iDeen during the captivity, others think it was in the lawless 
reign of Manasseh. 

His book is chiefly in poetry, and seems to have been 
set to music. He fii*st speaks of his own office; then 
laments the state of the times, and cries to God for help, 
which He answers, and the prophet ends with a strain 
of hope. 

Obadiah {worshipper of Jehovah) most likely prophesied 
at the same time as Joel, before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem (b. c. 588). 

His is the shortest of these books, consisting only of 
one chapter, and foretells the fate of Edom (the sons of 
Esau), who had always been the bitter enemies of Israel. 
They shall be destroyed when Israel is delivered. 

Haggai and Zechariah (son of Berechiah, son of Iddo). 
These two prophets are supposed to have come back with 
the first captives from Babylon, and Haggai is thought 
to have been one of the old men who had seen the first 
temple. When the people had stopped building the temple 
for fourteen years, because of the Samaritans, these two 
prophets stirred them up to begin again, and they got 
the consent of Darius : so it was owing to them that it 
was finished. 

Haggai (festive), Zechariah (whom Jehovah remembers), 
and Malachi (messenger of Jehovah), are said by the Jews 
to be the men who were with Daniel when he saw the 
vision, but who did not see it themselves, because " a great 
quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide them- 
selves " (Dan. X. 7). Eev, Canon Eidgway, 

QUESTIONS. 

What does Habakkuk mean ? Who do the Jews say he was ? 

What is there peculiar about his book ? When did Obadiah pro- 

piesy ? Against whom ? Who were the last three prophets ? 

iVitb whom were they in Babylon? What did they stir the Jews 

to do? Which of them had seen t\ie o\^\.^m'^\<^1 What temple? 
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in Neat Wrapper, ---------10 

Thb Prooressiyb Atlas, consisting of 32 Maps, 9 inches by 1\ 

inches, 4to, cloth lettered, - - - - - - - -20 

Thb National Atlas, consisting of 32 Maps, 4to, with a Copious 

Index, doth lettered, . . - - . . - -26 

MODERN GEOGRAPHY— Imperial Series. 

The Selected Atlas, consisting of 16 Maps, Imperial 4to, 13 by 

11 inches, Stiff Cover, - - -16 

Thb Adyancsd Atlas, consisting of 32 Maps, Imperial 4to, doth 

lettered, V'.* ■• - -. -■- - • - - -36 

Thb AcADEinb Atlas, consisting of '32 Mops, Imperial 4to, with a 

Copious Index, doth lettered^ - - - - - - -40 

Thb Student's Atlas, consisting of 32 Maps, and 6 Andent Maps, 

with a Copious Index, Imperial 8yo. cloth lettered, - - - 6 

Thb Collegiate Atlas, consisting of 32 Modem, 16 Historical, 
and 2 Ancient Maps, mounted on Guards, with a Copious Index, 
Imperial 8yo, doui lettered, - - - - - - -76 
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FHYSIOAL GEOGRAPHY— Imperial Series. 

Thb Junior Atlas of Physical Geoorapht, 10 Maps, 13 by 11 

inches, Stiff Cover, ------ .--10 

Thb Portablb Atlas of Physical Geography, 20 Maps, on 

Guards, Imperial Svo, doth, - - - - - - -86 

Thb Student's Atlas of Physical Geography, 20 Maps, with 

Descriptive Letterpress, by Jambs Bryce,LL.D., Imp. Svo, -60 

HISTORICAL AND CLASSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

Pocket Atlas of Historical Geography, 16 Maps, Imp. 16mo, 1 6 
The Crown Atlas of Historical Geography, 16 Maps, with 

Letterpress, by Wm. F. Collier, LL.D., Imperial 16mo, dotii, 2 . 6 

Pocket Atlas of Classical Geography, 15 Maps, Imp. 16mo, cl., 1 6 
Thb Crown Atlas of Classical Geography, 15 Maps, with 

Letterpress, by Leon. Schmitz, LL.I>., Imperial 16mo, doth, 2 6 

SCRIPTXTRE GEOGRAPHY. 

Thb Atlas of Scrtpturb Geography, 16 Maps, with Qneetions 

on each Map, Stiff Cover, - - - - • •'- •^.^ 
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